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BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE 2000 
Article III – Man 
	
Man	is	the	special	creation	of	God,	made	in	His	own	image.	He	created	them	male	and	
female	as	 the	 crowning	work	of	His	 creation.	The	gift	 of	 gender	 is	 thus	part	of	 the	
goodness	 of	 God's	 creation.	 In	 the	 beginning	 man	 was	 innocent	 of	 sin	 and	 was	
endowed	 by	 his	 Creator	 with	 freedom	 of	 choice.	 By	 his	 free	 choice	 man	 sinned	
against	God	and	brought	sin	 into	the	human	race.	Through	the	temptation	of	Satan	
man	transgressed	the	command	of	God,	and	fell	from	his	original	innocence	whereby	
his	posterity	inherit	a	nature	and	an	environment	inclined	toward	sin.	Therefore,	as	
soon	as	they	are	capable	of	moral	action,	they	become	transgressors	and	are	under	
condemnation.	 Only	 the	 grace	 of	 God	 can	 bring	man	 into	 His	 holy	 fellowship	 and	
enable	 man	 to	 fulfill	 the	 creative	 purpose	 of	 God.	 The	 sacredness	 of	 human	
personality	is	evident	in	that	God	created	man	in	His	own	image,	and	in	that	Christ	
died	 for	 man;	 therefore,	 every	 person	 of	 every	 race	 possesses	 full	 dignity	 and	 is	
worthy	of	respect	and	Christian	love.	
	
WHAT	DO	THE	SCRIPTURES	SAY	ABOUT	MAN?	
	
The	world	teaches	something	very	distinct	about	the	fundamental	nature	of	mankind.	Quite	
often	 we	 hear	 that	 man	 is	 essentially	 “good.”	 Consider	 the	 following	 by	 Marianne	
Williamson.	
	

“You	are	a	child	of	God.	You	were	created	in	a	blinding	flash	of	creativity,	a	primal	
thought	when	God	extended	Himself	 in	 love…	The	perfect	you	isn’t	something	you	
need	 to	 create,	 because	God	 already	 created	 it.	 The	perfect	 you	 is	 the	 love	within	
you.	 Your	 job	 is	 to	 allow	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 to	 remove	 the	 fearful	 thinking	 that	
surrounds	 your	 perfect	 self,	 just	 as	 excess	 marble	 surrounded	 Michelangelo’s	
perfect	statue…	Love	is	changeless	and	therefore	so	are	you.	Nothing	that	you	have	
ever	 done	 or	 will	 ever	 do	 can	 mar	 your	 perfection	 in	 the	 eyes	 of	 God.	 You’re	
deserving	 in	His	eyes	because	of	what	you	are,	not	because	of	what	you	do.	What	
you	 do	 or	 don’t	 do	 is	 not	 what	 determines	 your	 essential	 value	 –	 your	 growth	
perhaps,	but	not	your	value.	That’s	why	God	 is	 totally	 approving	and	accepting	of	
you,	exactly	as	you	are.	What’s	not	 to	 like?	You	were	not	created	 in	sin;	you	were	
created	 in	 love…	Focus	on	Christ	means	 focus	on	 the	goodness	and	power	 that	 lie	
latent	 within	 us,	 in	 order	 to	 invoke	 them	 into	 realization	 and	 expression…	 As	
children,	we	were	 taught	 to	be	 “good”	boys	 and	 girls,	which	of	 course	 implies	we	
were	not	that	already.	We	were	taught	we’re	good	if	we	clean	up	our	room,	or	we’re	
good	 if	 we	 make	 good	 grades.	 Very	 few	 of	 us	 were	 taught	 that	 we’re	 essentially	
good.”1	

	

																																																								
1	Williamson,	Marianne,	A	Return	to	Love,	(HarperCollins	Pub.,	New	York,	1992)	29-33.	
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• What	 can	 you	 identify	 here	 that	 is	 “true”,	 or	 has	 a	 hint	 of	 truth	 in	 it?	 (We	 are	
children	 of	 God	 –	 if	 he	 has	 redeemed	 us,	 mankind	 was	 made	 perfect	 in	 the	
beginning,	what	you	do	or	don’t	do	doesn’t	change	your	value.)	

• What	 can	 you	 identify	 here	 that	 is	 blatantly	 false?	 (The	 perfect	 you	 isn’t	 the	 love	
within	 you,	 that	must	 come	 from	God.	We	 are	deserving	 in	God’s	 eyes	because	of	
what	he	has	done,	not	us.	God	is	not	totally	approving	of	us	–	this	is	a	non	sequitur.	
We	are	not	essentially	good.)	

	
This	 is	 not	 a	 quack	 that	 receives	 no	 attention.	 This	 is	 an	 individual	 who	 has	 a	 large	
following,	who	has	celebrity	endorsements	and	influences	a	large	number	of	people.	Oprah	
Winfrey	whole-heartedly	promotes	 this	 secular	 theology,	 and	many	people	 are	deceived.	
But	even	if	you	do	not	buy	into	all	of	this	false	teaching,	the	fact	remains	that	many	(most?)	
people	think	that	mankind	is	essentially	good.	We	are	told	to	look	within	ourselves,	be	true	
to	ourselves,	follow	our	hearts.	
	
The	 Scriptures	 teach	 something	 very	 different	 about	 mankind.	 The	 third	 article	 in	 the	
BFM2000	walks	us	through	four	key	things	the	Bible	has	to	say	about	us.	
	
1)	Mankind	is	Made	in	God’s	Image	
	
The	article	says,	“Man	 is	 the	 special	 creation	of	God,	made	 in	His	 own	 image.”	Being	
made	in	the	image	of	God	(imago	dei)	does	not	mean	that	we	physically	look	like	God,	for	
God	is	a	spirit.	Rather,	it	means	that	we	are	spiritual	beings	who	can	fellowship	with	God.	
We	 have	 been	 given	 a	moral	 capacity	 for	 right	 and	wrong.	We	 have	 a	 soul	 that	will	 live	
forever.	We	are	creatures	that	can	reason,	and	we	are	creative	like	our	creator.	We	exhibit	
the	 communicable	 attributes	 (to	 some	 degree)	 that	 we	 have	 covered	 over	 the	 last	 few	
weeks.	God	made	us	in	his	image	from	the	very	beginning,	and	in	doing	so	he	pronounced	
us	“very	good.”	
	
Genesis	1:26-31	
[26]	Then	God	said,	“Let	us	make	man	in	our	image,	after	our	likeness.	And	let	them	have	
dominion	over	the	fish	of	the	sea	and	over	the	birds	of	the	heavens	and	over	the	livestock	and	
over	 all	 the	 earth	 and	 over	 every	 creeping	 thing	 that	 creeps	 on	 the	 earth.”	 [27]	 So	 God	
created	man	in	his	own	image,	in	the	image	of	God	he	created	him;	male	and	female	he	
created	them.	
	 [28]	And	God	blessed	them.	And	God	said	to	them,	“Be	fruitful	and	multiply	and	fill	the	
earth	 and	 subdue	 it,	 and	 have	 dominion	 over	 the	 fish	 of	 the	 sea	 and	 over	 the	 birds	 of	 the	
heavens	and	over	every	 living	 thing	 that	moves	on	 the	earth.”	 [29]	And	God	said,	 “Behold,	 I	
have	given	you	every	plant	yielding	seed	that	is	on	the	face	of	all	the	earth,	and	every	tree	with	
seed	in	its	fruit.	You	shall	have	them	for	food.	[30]	And	to	every	beast	of	the	earth	and	to	every	
bird	of	the	heavens	and	to	everything	that	creeps	on	the	earth,	everything	that	has	the	breath	
of	 life,	 I	have	given	every	green	plant	 for	 food.”	And	 it	was	so.	 [31]	And	God	saw	everything	
that	 he	 had	 made,	 and	 behold,	 it	 was	 very	 good.	 And	 there	 was	 evening	 and	 there	 was	
morning,	the	sixth	day.	
	
Genesis	2:5-9	
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[5]	When	no	bush	of	the	field	was	yet	in	the	land	and	no	small	plant	of	the	field	had	yet	sprung	
up—for	the	LORD	God	had	not	caused	it	to	rain	on	the	land,	and	there	was	no	man	to	work	
the	ground,	[6]	and	a	mist	was	going	up	from	the	land	and	was	watering	the	whole	face	of	the	
ground—[7]	then	the	LORD	God	formed	the	man	of	dust	from	the	ground	and	breathed	
into	his	nostrils	 the	breath	of	 life,	 and	 the	man	became	a	 living	 creature.	 [8]	And	the	
LORD	 God	 planted	 a	 garden	 in	 Eden,	 in	 the	 east,	 and	 there	 he	 put	 the	man	whom	 he	 had	
formed.	[9]	And	out	of	the	ground	the	LORD	God	made	to	spring	up	every	tree	that	is	pleasant	
to	the	sight	and	good	for	food.	The	tree	of	life	was	in	the	midst	of	the	garden,	and	the	tree	of	
the	knowledge	of	good	and	evil.	
	
And	because	we	are	made	in	God’s	image,	because	we	are	his	image	bearers,	every	one	of	
us	 has	 worth.	 Humanity	 is	 held	 above	 the	 rest	 of	 creation.	 We	 are	 not	 the	 product	 of	
evolution.	We	are	not	 simply	 the	same	as	animals,	 just	 further	along	on	 the	evolutionary	
scale.	Rather,	we	are	different	than	that,	we	are	other	than	that,	and	we	hold	human	life	in	a	
special	place	because	we	are	made	in	God’s	image.	
	
Genesis	9:1-7	
[1]	And	God	blessed	Noah	and	his	sons	and	said	to	them,	“Be	fruitful	and	multiply	and	fill	the	
earth.	[2]	The	fear	of	you	and	the	dread	of	you	shall	be	upon	every	beast	of	the	earth	and	upon	
every	bird	of	 the	heavens,	upon	everything	that	creeps	on	the	ground	and	all	 the	 fish	of	 the	
sea.	Into	your	hand	they	are	delivered.	[3]	Every	moving	thing	that	lives	shall	be	food	for	you.	
And	as	I	gave	you	the	green	plants,	I	give	you	everything.	[4]	But	you	shall	not	eat	flesh	with	
its	life,	that	is,	its	blood.	[5]	And	for	your	lifeblood	I	will	require	a	reckoning:	from	every	beast	
I	will	require	it	and	from	man.	From	his	fellow	man	I	will	require	a	reckoning	for	the	life	of	
man.	 [6]	 “Whoever	 sheds	 the	 blood	 of	man,	 by	man	 shall	 his	 blood	 be	 shed,	 for	 God	
made	man	in	his	own	image.	[7]	And	you,	be	fruitful	and	multiply,	increase	greatly	on	the	
earth	and	multiply	in	it.”	
	
Psalm	8:1-9	
[1]	O	 LORD,	 our	 Lord,	 how	majestic	 is	 your	name	 in	 all	 the	 earth!	 You	have	 set	 your	 glory	
above	the	heavens.	[2]	Out	of	the	mouth	of	babies	and	infants,	you	have	established	strength	
because	of	your	foes,	to	still	the	enemy	and	the	avenger.	
	 [3]	When	 I	 look	 at	 your	 heavens,	 the	work	 of	 your	 fingers,	 the	moon	 and	 the	 stars,	
which	you	have	set	in	place,	[4]	what	is	man	that	you	are	mindful	of	him,	and	the	son	of	
man	that	you	care	for	him?	
	 [5]	Yet	you	have	made	him	a	little	lower	than	the	heavenly	beings	and	crowned	
him	with	 glory	 and	 honor.	 [6]	You	 have	 given	 him	 dominion	 over	 the	works	 of	 your	
hands;	you	have	put	all	things	under	his	feet,	[7]	all	sheep	and	oxen,	and	also	the	beasts	of	
the	field,	[8]	the	birds	of	the	heavens,	and	the	fish	of	the	sea,	whatever	passes	along	the	paths	
of	the	seas.	
	 [9]	O	LORD,	our	Lord,	how	majestic	is	your	name	in	all	the	earth!	
	
We	have	been	created	in	the	image	of	God,	and	we	need	to	recognize	that	it	is	not	the	other	
way	 around.	We	do	not	 get	 to	 create	God	 in	 our	 own	 image,	 but	 this	 is	 exactly	what	we	
often	do.	Paul	warns	of	this	in	his	message	on	Mars	Hill.	
	
Acts	17:22-31	
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[22]	So	Paul,	standing	in	the	midst	of	the	Areopagus,	said:	“Men	of	Athens,	I	perceive	that	in	
every	way	you	are	very	religious.	[23]	For	as	I	passed	along	and	observed	the	objects	of	your	
worship,	I	found	also	an	altar	with	this	inscription:	‘To	the	unknown	god.’	What	therefore	you	
worship	as	unknown,	this	I	proclaim	to	you.	[24]	The	God	who	made	the	world	and	everything	
in	 it,	 being	Lord	of	heaven	and	earth,	does	not	 live	 in	 temples	made	by	man,	 [25]	nor	 is	he	
served	by	human	hands,	as	though	he	needed	anything,	since	he	himself	gives	to	all	mankind	
life	and	breath	and	everything.	[26]	And	he	made	from	one	man	every	nation	of	mankind	
to	live	on	all	the	face	of	the	earth,	having	determined	allotted	periods	and	the	boundaries	of	
their	dwelling	place,	[27]	that	they	should	seek	God,	and	perhaps	feel	their	way	toward	him	
and	find	him.	Yet	he	is	actually	not	far	from	each	one	of	us,	[28]	for	“‘In	him	we	live	and	move	
and	 have	 our	 being’;	 as	 even	 some	 of	 your	 own	 poets	 have	 said,	 “‘For	 we	 are	 indeed	 his	
offspring.’	
	 [29]	Being	 then	God's	 offspring,	we	ought	not	 to	 think	 that	 the	divine	being	 is	
like	gold	or	silver	or	stone,	an	image	formed	by	the	art	and	imagination	of	man.	[30]	
The	 times	 of	 ignorance	 God	 overlooked,	 but	 now	 he	 commands	 all	 people	 everywhere	 to	
repent,	[31]	because	he	has	fixed	a	day	on	which	he	will	judge	the	world	in	righteousness	by	a	
man	whom	he	has	appointed;	and	of	this	he	has	given	assurance	to	all	by	raising	him	from	the	
dead.”	
	
And	because	we	 are	 created	 in	God’s	 image,	 because	we	 are	 spiritual	 beings	with	moral	
capacity,	we	have	been	given	an	eternal	soul.	When	we	die,	we	do	not	cease	 to	exist,	but	
rather	we	continue	to	live,	either	in	eternal	bliss	with	him	because	of	our	redeemer	Jesus	
Christ,	or	in	eternal	torment	receiving	the	wrath	that	is	justly	due	our	sin.	
	
Matthew	16:24-26	
[24]	Then	 Jesus	told	his	disciples,	 “If	anyone	would	come	after	me,	 let	him	deny	himself	and	
take	up	his	cross	and	follow	me.	[25]	For	whoever	would	save	his	life	will	lose	it,	but	whoever	
loses	his	life	for	my	sake	will	find	it.	[26]	For	what	will	it	profit	a	man	if	he	gains	the	whole	
world	and	forfeits	his	soul?	Or	what	shall	a	man	give	in	return	for	his	soul?	
	

• We	are	made	in	the	image	of	God.	What	implications	does	this	doctrine	have	on	our	
lives?	(We	treat	all	men	and	women	with	value	regardless	of	their	disposition	–	this	
should	 eliminate	 racism,	 sexism,	 and	 hatred	 of	 any	 kind.	We	 approach	 our	 work	
with	 the	 idea	 that	we	are	 creative	 like	our	Lord.	We	are	moral	 creatures	with	 the	
requirement	from	God	to	be	holy.	We	view	our	lives	in	light	of	eternity	because	we	
have	an	eternal	soul.)	

	
	
2)	Mankind	is	Male	and	Female	
	
God	made	all	people	with	equal	value	and	worth.	There	is	absolutely	no	distinction	in	value	
or	 worth	 between	 sexes.	 Often	 we	 hear	 the	 terms	 complimentarian	 or	 egalitarian	 used	
when	discussing	these	issues.	Complimentarians	affirm	the	distinct	roles	between	genders,	
whereas	 egalitarians	 do	 not	 see	 a	 distinction	 in	 roles	 between	 men	 and	 women.	
Complimentarians	receive	unwarranted	criticism	from	those	who	claim	they	do	not	assign	
men	and	women	the	same	value	or	worth.	This	could	not	be	further	from	the	true.	A	true	
complimentarian	recognizes	that	God	has	created	both	men	and	women	in	his	image,	and	
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as	such	we	have	equal	value	and	worth	 in	his	eyes.	However,	we	also	recognize	that	God	
made	men	 and	women	with	 differences.	 The	 article	 says,	 “He	 created	 them	 male	 and	
female	as	 the	 crowning	work	of	His	 creation.	The	gift	 of	 gender	 is	 thus	part	of	 the	
goodness	of	God's	creation.”	We	have	been	given	different	roles	as	we	interact	with	one	
another.	We	see	this	right	from	the	beginning	in	the	marriage	between	Adam	and	Eve.		
	
Genesis	2:18-25	
[18]	Then	the	LORD	God	said,	“It	is	not	good	that	the	man	should	be	alone;	I	will	make	him	a	
helper	fit	for	him.”	[19]	Now	out	of	the	ground	the	LORD	God	had	formed	every	beast	of	the	
field	and	every	bird	of	 the	heavens	and	brought	them	to	the	man	to	see	what	he	would	call	
them.	And	whatever	 the	man	called	every	 living	 creature,	 that	was	 its	name.	 [20]	The	man	
gave	names	to	all	livestock	and	to	the	birds	of	the	heavens	and	to	every	beast	of	the	field.	But	
for	Adam	there	was	not	found	a	helper	fit	for	him.	[21]	So	the	LORD	God	caused	a	deep	sleep	
to	fall	upon	the	man,	and	while	he	slept	took	one	of	his	ribs	and	closed	up	its	place	with	flesh.	
[22]	 And	 the	 rib	 that	 the	 LORD	 God	 had	 taken	 from	 the	man	 he	made	 into	 a	woman	 and	
brought	her	to	the	man.	[23]	Then	the	man	said,	“This	at	last	is	bone	of	my	bones	and	flesh	of	
my	flesh;	she	shall	be	called	Woman,	because	she	was	taken	out	of	Man.”	
	 [24]	Therefore	a	man	shall	 leave	his	 father	and	his	mother	and	hold	 fast	 to	his	wife,	
and	they	shall	become	one	flesh.	[25]	And	the	man	and	his	wife	were	both	naked	and	were	not	
ashamed.	
	
Paul	unpacks	this	 further	 in	the	New	Testament	 in	his	passages	on	marriage.	He	calls	 for	
the	husband	 to	 sacrificially	 love	his	wife,	 to	 lay	down	his	 life	 for	 the	 sake	of	his	wife.	He	
calls	for	the	wife	to	lovingly	submit	to	her	husband.	
	
Ephesians	5:22-33	
[22]	Wives,	submit	to	your	own	husbands,	as	to	the	Lord.	[23]	For	the	husband	is	the	head	
of	the	wife	even	as	Christ	is	the	head	of	the	church,	his	body,	and	is	himself	its	Savior.	[24]	Now	
as	the	church	submits	to	Christ,	so	also	wives	should	submit	in	everything	to	their	husbands.	
	 [25]	Husbands,	 love	your	wives,	as	Christ	loved	the	church	and	gave	himself	up	for	
her,	 [26]	 that	he	might	 sanctify	 her,	 having	 cleansed	her	by	 the	washing	of	water	with	 the	
word,	[27]	so	that	he	might	present	the	church	to	himself	in	splendor,	without	spot	or	wrinkle	
or	any	such	thing,	that	she	might	be	holy	and	without	blemish.	[28]	In	the	same	way	husbands	
should	 love	their	wives	as	their	own	bodies.	He	who	loves	his	wife	 loves	himself.	 [29]	For	no	
one	ever	hated	his	own	 flesh,	but	nourishes	and	cherishes	 it,	 just	as	Christ	does	 the	 church,	
[30]	because	we	are	members	of	his	body.	 [31]	 “Therefore	a	man	shall	 leave	his	 father	and	
mother	 and	hold	 fast	 to	 his	wife,	 and	 the	 two	 shall	 become	one	 flesh.”	 [32]	This	mystery	 is	
profound,	and	I	am	saying	that	it	refers	to	Christ	and	the	church.	[33]	However,	let	each	one	of	
you	love	his	wife	as	himself,	and	let	the	wife	see	that	she	respects	her	husband.	
	

• How	does	Paul	connect	gender	distinctions	to	the	gospel?	
	
In	this,	we	see	a	glorious	picture	of	Christ	and	his	church.	 Jesus	has	sacrificially	 loved	his	
bride	 (the	 church),	 and	 we	 submit	 to	 his	 leadership.	 Obviously	 this	 is	 not	 a	 one-to-one	
correlation	 (husbands	are	not	 sinless	 leaders),	but	 there	 is	a	picture	of	 the	gospel	 in	our	
marriages.	 If	we	mash	the	sexes	 together,	 if	we	claim	there	 is	no	distinction,	we	 lose	this	
picture	of	the	gospel	that	God	has	ordained	in	marriage.	
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• How	should	this	look	then	practically?	How	does	this	doctrine	of	gender	roles	affect	

our	lives?	
	
As	men	we	 should	 be	 sacrificially	 and	 lovingly	 serving	 our	wives.	We	 should	 be	 setting	
aside	 our	 own	 desires	 and	 preferences	 in	 order	 to	 love	 our	 wives	 well.	 We	 should	 be	
submitting	 to	 God,	 and	 leading	 our	 families	 in	 ways	 that	 honor	 the	 Lord.	 As	 wives,	 we	
should	be	submitting	to	our	husbands,	having	a	posture	of	following	his	lead	rather	than	a	
posture	of	conflict.	That	doesn’t	mean	that	the	husband	is	authoritarian	over	the	wife,	and	
the	wife	must	follow	even	into	sin,	or	can	never	express	her	opinions.	If	this	is	working	the	
way	that	God	has	 intended,	 the	husband	will	be	caring	 for	 the	needs	of	his	wife	 in	a	way	
that	 is	 sacrificial	 and	 does	 not	 seek	 the	 interest	 of	 himself,	 and	 the	wife	will	 be	 lovingly	
following	and	supporting	her	husband.	
	
	
3)	Mankind	is	Fallen	from	Innocence	
	
Mankind	was	created	“very	good”,	mankind	was	created	both	male	and	female,	and	when	
we	get	to	Genesis	3	we	see	that	mankind	falls	into	sin.	The	article	says,	“In	the	beginning	
man	was	innocent	of	sin	and	was	endowed	by	his	Creator	with	freedom	of	choice.	By	
his	 free	 choice	 man	 sinned	 against	 God	 and	 brought	 sin	 into	 the	 human	 race.	
Through	 the	 temptation	 of	 Satan	man	 transgressed	 the	 command	 of	 God,	 and	 fell	
from	 his	 original	 innocence	 whereby	 his	 posterity	 inherit	 a	 nature	 and	 an	
environment	inclined	toward	sin.”	Prior	to	Genesis	3,	we	see	the	world	is	a	very	different	
place	than	it	 is	now.	Sin	and	death	did	not	exist	 in	our	world.	After	Genesis	3,	everything	
has	changed.	
	
Genesis	3:1-24	
[1]	Now	the	serpent	was	more	crafty	than	any	other	beast	of	the	field	that	the	LORD	God	had	
made.	 He	 said	 to	 the	 woman,	 “Did	 God	 actually	 say,	 ‘You	 shall	 not	 eat	 of	 any	 tree	 in	 the	
garden’?”	[2]	And	the	woman	said	to	the	serpent,	“We	may	eat	of	the	fruit	of	the	trees	in	the	
garden,	[3]	but	God	said,	 ‘You	shall	not	eat	of	the	fruit	of	the	tree	that	is	 in	the	midst	of	the	
garden,	neither	shall	you	touch	it,	lest	you	die.’”	[4]	But	the	serpent	said	to	the	woman,	“You	
will	not	surely	die.	[5]	For	God	knows	that	when	you	eat	of	it	your	eyes	will	be	opened,	and	you	
will	be	like	God,	knowing	good	and	evil.”	[6]	So	when	the	woman	saw	that	the	tree	was	good	
for	food,	and	that	it	was	a	delight	to	the	eyes,	and	that	the	tree	was	to	be	desired	to	make	one	
wise,	she	took	of	its	fruit	and	ate,	and	she	also	gave	some	to	her	husband	who	was	with	her,	
and	he	ate.	[7]	Then	the	eyes	of	both	were	opened,	and	they	knew	that	they	were	naked.	And	
they	sewed	fig	leaves	together	and	made	themselves	loincloths.	
	 [8]	And	they	heard	the	sound	of	the	LORD	God	walking	in	the	garden	in	the	cool	of	the	
day,	and	the	man	and	his	wife	hid	themselves	from	the	presence	of	the	LORD	God	among	the	
trees	of	the	garden.	[9]	But	the	LORD	God	called	to	the	man	and	said	to	him,	“Where	are	you?”	
[10]	And	he	 said,	 “I	 heard	 the	 sound	of	 you	 in	 the	 garden,	 and	 I	was	afraid,	 because	 I	was	
naked,	and	I	hid	myself.”	[11]	He	said,	“Who	told	you	that	you	were	naked?	Have	you	eaten	of	
the	tree	of	which	I	commanded	you	not	to	eat?”	[12]	The	man	said,	“The	woman	whom	you	
gave	to	be	with	me,	she	gave	me	fruit	of	the	tree,	and	I	ate.”	[13]	Then	the	LORD	God	said	to	
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the	woman,	 “What	 is	 this	 that	you	have	done?”	The	woman	said,	 “The	serpent	deceived	me,	
and	I	ate.”	
	 [14]	The	LORD	God	said	 to	 the	serpent,	 “Because	you	have	done	 this,	 cursed	are	you	
above	all	 livestock	and	above	all	beasts	of	the	field;	on	your	belly	you	shall	go,	and	dust	you	
shall	 eat	 all	 the	 days	 of	 your	 life.	 [15]	 I	will	 put	 enmity	 between	 you	 and	 the	woman,	 and	
between	your	offspring	and	her	offspring;	he	shall	bruise	your	head,	and	you	shall	bruise	his	
heel.”	

[16]	To	 the	woman	he	said,	 “I	will	 surely	multiply	your	pain	 in	childbearing;	 in	pain	
you	shall	bring	forth	children.	Your	desire	shall	be	contrary	to	your	husband,	but	he	shall	rule	
over	you.”	
	 [17]	And	 to	Adam	he	 said,	 “Because	 you	have	 listened	 to	 the	 voice	 of	 your	wife	 and	
have	eaten	of	the	tree	of	which	I	commanded	you,	‘You	shall	not	eat	of	it,’	cursed	is	the	ground	
because	of	you;	in	pain	you	shall	eat	of	 it	all	the	days	of	your	life;	[18]	thorns	and	thistles	it	
shall	bring	 forth	 for	you;	and	you	shall	eat	the	plants	of	 the	 field.	 [19]	By	the	sweat	of	your	
face	you	shall	eat	bread,	till	you	return	to	the	ground,	for	out	of	it	you	were	taken;	for	you	are	
dust,	and	to	dust	you	shall	return.”	
	 [20]	The	man	called	his	wife's	name	Eve,	because	she	was	the	mother	of	all	living.	[21]	
And	the	LORD	God	made	for	Adam	and	for	his	wife	garments	of	skins	and	clothed	them.	
	 [22]	Then	the	LORD	God	said,	“Behold,	the	man	has	become	like	one	of	us	in	knowing	
good	and	evil.	Now,	lest	he	reach	out	his	hand	and	take	also	of	the	tree	of	life	and	eat,	and	live	
forever—”	 [23]	 therefore	 the	LORD	God	 sent	him	out	 from	 the	garden	of	Eden	 to	work	 the	
ground	from	which	he	was	taken.	[24]	He	drove	out	the	man,	and	at	the	east	of	the	garden	of	
Eden	he	placed	the	cherubim	and	a	flaming	sword	that	turned	every	way	to	guard	the	way	to	
the	tree	of	life.	
	

• What	was	the	consequence	for	the	serpent?	(Cursed,	enmity	between	him	and	man)	
• What	 was	 the	 consequence	 for	 the	 woman?	 (Experience	 pain	 in	 childbearing,	

conflict	in	marriage)	
• What	was	the	consequence	for	the	man?	(Ground/work	is	cursed,	death)	

	
After	sin	and	death	entered	the	world,	all	of	Adam’s	posterity	inherited	his	sin	nature.	
	
Psalm	51:3-6	
[3]	For	I	know	my	transgressions,	and	my	sin	is	ever	before	me.	[4]	Against	you,	you	only,	have	
I	 sinned	and	done	what	 is	evil	 in	your	sight,	 so	 that	you	may	be	 justified	 in	your	words	and	
blameless	in	your	judgment.	[5]	Behold,	I	was	brought	forth	in	iniquity,	and	in	sin	did	my	
mother	conceive	me.	[6]	Behold,	you	delight	in	truth	in	the	inward	being,	and	you	teach	me	
wisdom	in	the	secret	heart.	
	
Isaiah	6:5	
[1]	In	the	year	that	King	Uzziah	died	I	saw	the	Lord	sitting	upon	a	throne,	high	and	lifted	up;	
and	 the	 train	 of	 his	 robe	 filled	 the	 temple.	 [2]	Above	him	 stood	 the	 seraphim.	Each	had	 six	
wings:	with	two	he	covered	his	face,	and	with	two	he	covered	his	feet,	and	with	two	he	flew.	
[3]	And	one	called	to	another	and	said:	“Holy,	holy,	holy	is	the	LORD	of	hosts;	the	whole	earth	
is	full	of	his	glory!”	
	 [4]	And	the	foundations	of	the	thresholds	shook	at	the	voice	of	him	who	called,	and	the	
house	was	filled	with	smoke.	[5]	And	I	said:	“Woe	is	me!	For	 I	am	lost;	 for	 I	am	a	man	of	
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unclean	lips,	and	I	dwell	 in	the	midst	of	a	people	of	unclean	lips;	for	my	eyes	have	seen	
the	King,	the	LORD	of	hosts!”	
	 [6]	Then	one	of	the	seraphim	flew	to	me,	having	in	his	hand	a	burning	coal	that	he	had	
taken	with	 tongs	 from	 the	 altar.	 [7]	 And	 he	 touched	my	mouth	 and	 said:	 “Behold,	 this	 has	
touched	your	lips;	your	guilt	is	taken	away,	and	your	sin	atoned	for.”	
	
This	sin	nature	that	is	inherited	by	all	of	mankind	manifests	itself	in	sinful	actions.	We	do	
not	 just	 simply	 have	 the	 ability	 to	 sin,	 but	 we	 do	 not	 have	 the	 ability	 not	 to	 sin.	 Paul	
unpacks	this	as	we	see	mankind	spiral	into	sin	through	Romans	1.	
	
Romans	1:18-32	
[18]	 For	 the	 wrath	 of	 God	 is	 revealed	 from	 heaven	 against	 all	 ungodliness	 and	
unrighteousness	of	men,	who	by	their	unrighteousness	suppress	the	truth.	[19]	For	what	can	
be	known	about	God	is	plain	to	them,	because	God	has	shown	it	to	them.	[20]	For	his	invisible	
attributes,	 namely,	 his	 eternal	 power	 and	 divine	 nature,	 have	 been	 clearly	 perceived,	 ever	
since	the	creation	of	the	world,	in	the	things	that	have	been	made.	So	they	are	without	excuse.	
[21]	For	although	they	knew	God,	they	did	not	honor	him	as	God	or	give	thanks	to	him,	
but	they	became	futile	 in	their	thinking,	and	their	 foolish	hearts	were	darkened.	[22]	
Claiming	to	be	wise,	they	became	fools,	[23]	and	exchanged	the	glory	of	the	immortal	
God	for	images	resembling	mortal	man	and	birds	and	animals	and	creeping	things.	
	 [24]	 Therefore	 God	 gave	 them	 up	 in	 the	 lusts	 of	 their	 hearts	 to	 impurity,	 to	 the	
dishonoring	of	their	bodies	among	themselves,	[25]	because	they	exchanged	the	truth	about	
God	for	a	lie	and	worshiped	and	served	the	creature	rather	than	the	Creator,	who	is	blessed	
forever!	Amen.	
	 [26]	 For	 this	 reason	 God	 gave	 them	 up	 to	 dishonorable	 passions.	 For	 their	 women	
exchanged	natural	relations	for	those	that	are	contrary	to	nature;	[27]	and	the	men	likewise	
gave	up	natural	relations	with	women	and	were	consumed	with	passion	for	one	another,	men	
committing	 shameless	 acts	with	men	 and	 receiving	 in	 themselves	 the	 due	 penalty	 for	 their	
error.	
	 [28]	And	since	they	did	not	see	fit	to	acknowledge	God,	God	gave	them	up	to	a	debased	
mind	 to	 do	 what	 ought	 not	 to	 be	 done.	 [29]	 They	 were	 filled	 with	 all	 manner	 of	
unrighteousness,	 evil,	 covetousness,	 malice.	 They	 are	 full	 of	 envy,	 murder,	 strife,	 deceit,	
maliciousness.	 They	 are	 gossips,	 [30]	 slanderers,	 haters	 of	 God,	 insolent,	 haughty,	 boastful,	
inventors	of	evil,	disobedient	to	parents,	[31]	foolish,	faithless,	heartless,	ruthless.	[32]	Though	
they	know	God's	righteous	decree	that	those	who	practice	such	things	deserve	to	die,	they	not	
only	do	them	but	give	approval	to	those	who	practice	them.	
	
The	article	then	goes	onto	so	speak	to	the	affect	of	our	sin	nature	on	us.	It	says,	“Therefore,	
as	 soon	 as	 they	 are	 capable	 of	 moral	 action,	 they	 become	 transgressors	 and	 are	
under	condemnation.”	We	certainly	see	that	as	soon	as	we	are	able	to	sin,	we	sin.	If	you	
are	 a	 parent,	 you	 know	 this	 very	 well.	 As	 soon	 as	 the	 little	 innocent	 looking	 child	 can	
express	itself,	it	shows	its	true	colors.	It	is	all	about	him	or	her.	We	see	that	this	is	true	of	
every	single	person.	
	
Romans	3:9-18;	23	
[9]	What	then?	Are	we	Jews	any	better	off?	No,	not	at	all.	For	we	have	already	charged	that	
all,	both	Jews	and	Greeks,	are	under	sin,	[10]	as	it	is	written:	
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“None	is	righteous,	no,	not	one;	[11]	no	one	understands;	no	one	seeks	for	God.	[12]	All	
have	 turned	 aside;	 together	 they	 have	 become	worthless;	 no	 one	 does	 good,	 not	 even	 one.”	
[13]	“Their	throat	is	an	open	grave;	they	use	their	tongues	to	deceive.”	“The	venom	of	asps	is	
under	their	lips.”	[14]	“Their	mouth	is	full	of	curses	and	bitterness.”	[15]	“Their	feet	are	swift	
to	shed	blood;	[16]	in	their	paths	are	ruin	and	misery,	[17]	and	the	way	of	peace	they	have	not	
known.”	[18]	“There	is	no	fear	of	God	before	their	eyes.”…	[23]	for	all	have	sinned	and	fall	
short	of	the	glory	of	God.	

	
Now	this	is	one	of	those	parts	of	the	statement	of	faith	that	is	probably	a	bit	looser	than	we	
would	put	forward.	Certainly	we	agree	that	“as	soon	as	they	are	capable	of	moral	action,	
they	become	 transgressors	 and	 are	under	 condemnation.”	This	 is	 true.	However,	we	
would	tighten	this	a	bit,	as	we	believe	that	Romans	5	teaches	that	we	not	simply	inherit	the	
sin	 nature	 from	 Adam,	 but	 we	 inherit	 his	 guilt	 as	 well.	 We	 are	 born	 sinful,	 guilty,	 and	
headed	 for	hell.	 It	 is	 only	by	 the	 grace	of	God,	 the	 intervention	of	 the	 Spirit,	 that	we	are	
remade	 and	 granted	 eternal	 life	 through	 Jesus	 Christ.	 We	 do	 not	 simply	 inherit	 a	
disposition	to	sin,	but	we	also	inherit	the	full	affects	and	guilt	of	sin.	
	
Romans	5:6	
[6]	For	while	we	were	still	weak,	at	the	right	time	Christ	died	for	the	ungodly.	
	
Romans	5:12	
[12]	Therefore,	just	as	sin	came	into	the	world	through	one	man,	and	death	through	sin,	and	
so	death	spread	to	all	men	because	all	sinned.	
	
Romans	5:19	
[19]	For	as	by	 the	one	man's	disobedience	 the	many	were	made	 sinners,	 so	by	the	one	
man's	obedience	the	many	will	be	made	righteous.	
	

• Does	this	seem	fair	to	you?	
• How	does	 this	 doctrine	 affect	 the	way	 that	we	 approach	God?	 (We	 approach	 him	

humbly,	repentant,	recognizing	our	low	position	and	unworthiness	before	him.)	
• How	does	this	doctrine	affect	the	way	that	we	approach	each	other?	(We	recognize	

that	all	are	sinful.	We	do	not	shy	away	from	calling	out	sin,	but	neither	do	we	treat	
others	as	if	we	are	better	than	them.	We	are	all	in	the	same	boat.)	

	
Romans	6:5-11	
[5]	For	if	we	have	been	united	with	him	in	a	death	like	his,	we	shall	certainly	be	united	with	
him	 in	a	 resurrection	 like	his.	 [6]	We	 know	 that	 our	 old	 self	was	 crucified	with	 him	 in	
order	that	the	body	of	sin	might	be	brought	to	nothing,	so	that	we	would	no	longer	be	
enslaved	to	sin.	[7]	For	one	who	has	died	has	been	set	free	from	sin.	[8]	Now	if	we	have	died	
with	Christ,	we	believe	that	we	will	also	live	with	him.	[9]	We	know	that	Christ,	being	raised	
from	 the	 dead,	 will	 never	 die	 again;	 death	 no	 longer	 has	 dominion	 over	 him.	 [10]	 For	 the	
death	he	died	he	died	to	sin,	once	for	all,	but	the	life	he	lives	he	lives	to	God.	[11]	So	you	also	
must	consider	yourselves	dead	to	sin	and	alive	to	God	in	Christ	Jesus.	
	
Romans	7:14-25	
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[13]	Did	that	which	is	good,	then,	bring	death	to	me?	By	no	means!	It	was	sin,	producing	death	
in	me	 through	what	 is	 good,	 in	 order	 that	 sin	might	 be	 shown	 to	 be	 sin,	 and	 through	 the	
commandment	 might	 become	 sinful	 beyond	 measure.	 [14]	 For	 we	 know	 that	 the	 law	 is	
spiritual,	but	I	am	of	the	flesh,	sold	under	sin.	[15]	For	I	do	not	understand	my	own	actions.	
For	I	do	not	do	what	I	want,	but	I	do	the	very	thing	I	hate.	[16]	Now	if	I	do	what	I	do	not	want,	
I	agree	with	the	law,	that	it	is	good.	[17]	So	now	it	is	no	longer	I	who	do	it,	but	sin	that	dwells	
within	me.	[18]	For	I	know	that	nothing	good	dwells	in	me,	that	is,	in	my	flesh.	For	I	have	
the	desire	to	do	what	is	right,	but	not	the	ability	to	carry	it	out.	[19]	For	I	do	not	do	the	
good	I	want,	but	the	evil	I	do	not	want	is	what	I	keep	on	doing.	[20]	Now	if	I	do	what	I	do	not	
want,	it	is	no	longer	I	who	do	it,	but	sin	that	dwells	within	me.	
	 [21]	So	I	find	it	to	be	a	law	that	when	I	want	to	do	right,	evil	lies	close	at	hand.	[22]	For	
I	 delight	 in	 the	 law	 of	 God,	 in	my	 inner	 being,	 [23]	 but	 I	 see	 in	my	members	 another	 law	
waging	war	against	the	law	of	my	mind	and	making	me	captive	to	the	law	of	sin	that	dwells	in	
my	 members.	 [24]	Wretched	 man	 that	 I	 am!	 Who	 will	 deliver	 me	 from	 this	 body	 of	
death?	[25]	Thanks	be	to	God	through	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord!	So	then,	I	myself	serve	the	law	of	
God	with	my	mind,	but	with	my	flesh	I	serve	the	law	of	sin.	
	
Because	we	have	inherited	Adam’s	sin	nature,	because	we	have	inherited	the	guilt	and	the	
just	rewards	for	our	sin,	we	are	born	spiritually	dead.	We	do	not	have	the	ability	or	power	
to	 spiritually	 turn	 toward	 Christ	 in	 repentance	 and	 faith.	 Rather	we	 are	 born	 spiritually	
dead	and	in	need	of	new	life.	
	
Ephesians	2:1-3	
[1]	And	you	were	dead	in	the	trespasses	and	sins	[2]	in	which	you	once	walked,	following	
the	course	of	this	world,	following	the	prince	of	the	power	of	the	air,	the	spirit	that	is	now	at	
work	in	the	sons	of	disobedience—[3]	among	whom	we	all	once	 lived	 in	 the	passions	of	
our	 flesh,	 carrying	 out	 the	 desires	 of	 the	 body	 and	 the	 mind,	 and	 were	 by	 nature	
children	of	wrath,	like	the	rest	of	mankind.	
	

• Is	 this	doctrine	offensive?	How	should	we	 communicate	 this	with	our	 lost	 friends	
and	family	members?	

	
	
4)	Mankind	is	Restored	to	Fellowship	with	God	
	
Praise	God	that	he	does	in	fact	give	us	that	new	life	that	we	need!	The	article	says,	“Only	
the	grace	of	God	can	bring	man	into	His	holy	fellowship	and	enable	man	to	fulfill	the	
creative	purpose	of	God.	The	sacredness	of	human	personality	is	evident	in	that	God	
created	 man	 in	 His	 own	 image,	 and	 in	 that	 Christ	 died	 for	 man;	 therefore,	 every	
person	 of	 every	 race	 possesses	 full	 dignity	 and	 is	worthy	 of	 respect	 and	 Christian	
love.”	We	have	been	reconciled	to	God,	our	fellowship	has	been	restored	through	the	blood	
of	Christ.	
	
Ephesians	2:4-22	
[4]	But	God,	being	rich	 in	mercy,	because	of	 the	great	 love	with	which	he	 loved	us,	 [5]	even	
when	we	were	dead	in	our	trespasses,	made	us	alive	together	with	Christ—by	grace	you	have	
been	saved—[6]	and	raised	us	up	with	him	and	seated	us	with	him	in	the	heavenly	places	in	
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Christ	 Jesus,	 [7]	 so	 that	 in	 the	 coming	 ages	 he	might	 show	 the	 immeasurable	 riches	 of	 his	
grace	 in	 kindness	 toward	us	 in	 Christ	 Jesus.	 [8]	 For	 by	 grace	 you	have	 been	 saved	 through	
faith.	And	this	is	not	your	own	doing;	it	is	the	gift	of	God,	[9]	not	a	result	of	works,	so	that	no	
one	 may	 boast.	 [10]	 For	 we	 are	 his	 workmanship,	 created	 in	 Christ	 Jesus	 for	 good	 works,	
which	God	prepared	beforehand,	that	we	should	walk	in	them.	
	 [11]	 Therefore	 remember	 that	 at	 one	 time	 you	 Gentiles	 in	 the	 flesh,	 called	 “the	
uncircumcision”	by	what	is	called	the	circumcision,	which	is	made	in	the	flesh	by	hands—[12]	
remember	 that	 you	 were	 at	 that	 time	 separated	 from	 Christ,	 alienated	 from	 the	
commonwealth	 of	 Israel	 and	 strangers	 to	 the	 covenants	 of	 promise,	 having	 no	 hope	
and	without	God	 in	the	world.	[13]	But	now	in	Christ	 Jesus	you	who	once	were	 far	off	
have	been	brought	near	by	the	blood	of	Christ.	[14]	For	he	himself	is	our	peace,	who	has	
made	 us	 both	 one	 and	 has	 broken	 down	 in	 his	 flesh	 the	 dividing	 wall	 of	 hostility	 [15]	 by	
abolishing	the	law	of	commandments	expressed	in	ordinances,	that	he	might	create	in	himself	
one	new	man	in	place	of	the	two,	so	making	peace,	[16]	and	might	reconcile	us	both	to	God	in	
one	body	 through	 the	 cross,	 thereby	killing	 the	hostility.	 [17]	And	 he	 came	 and	 preached	
peace	to	you	who	were	far	off	and	peace	to	those	who	were	near.	[18]	For	through	him	
we	both	have	access	in	one	Spirit	to	the	Father.	[19]	So	then	you	are	no	 longer	strangers	
and	aliens,	but	you	are	fellow	citizens	with	the	saints	and	members	of	the	household	of	
God,	[20]	built	on	the	foundation	of	the	apostles	and	prophets,	Christ	Jesus	himself	being	the	
cornerstone,	 [21]	 in	 whom	 the	 whole	 structure,	 being	 joined	 together,	 grows	 into	 a	 holy	
temple	in	the	Lord.	[22]	In	him	you	also	are	being	built	together	into	a	dwelling	place	for	God	
by	the	Spirit.	
	
Colossians	1:21-23	
[21]	And	you,	who	once	were	alienated	and	hostile	in	mind,	doing	evil	deeds,	[22]	he	has	
now	reconciled	in	his	body	of	flesh	by	his	death,	in	order	to	present	you	holy	and	blameless	
and	above	reproach	before	him,	[23]	if	indeed	you	continue	in	the	faith,	stable	and	steadfast,	
not	 shifting	 from	 the	 hope	 of	 the	 gospel	 that	 you	 heard,	which	 has	 been	 proclaimed	 in	 all	
creation	under	heaven,	and	of	which	I,	Paul,	became	a	minister.	
	
This	reconciliation	with	God	then	gives	us	the	ability	to	pursue	righteousness.	 It	not	only	
gives	 us	 the	 ability,	 but	 as	 Christians	 that	 is	what	we	will	 necessarily	 do.	We	 have	 been	
saved	 unto	 holiness,	 and	 that	 is	 the	 pursuit	 of	 every	 true	 believer.	We	 see	 the	 Psalmist	
speak	of	the	distinction	between	those	who	trust	in	the	promises	of	God	and	those	who	are	
unrepentant	in	their	sin.	
	
Psalm	1:1-6	
[1]	Blessed	 is	 the	man	who	walks	not	 in	the	counsel	of	 the	wicked,	nor	stands	 in	the	way	of	
sinners,	nor	sits	in	the	seat	of	scoffers;	[2]	but	his	delight	is	in	the	law	of	the	LORD,	and	on	his	
law	he	meditates	day	and	night.	

[3]	He	is	like	a	tree	planted	by	streams	of	water	that	yields	its	fruit	in	its	season,	and	its	
leaf	does	not	wither.	 In	all	 that	he	does,	he	prospers.	 [4]	The	wicked	are	not	so,	but	are	 like	
chaff	that	the	wind	drives	away.	

[5]	 Therefore	 the	 wicked	 will	 not	 stand	 in	 the	 judgment,	 nor	 sinners	 in	 the	
congregation	of	the	righteous;	[6]	for	the	LORD	knows	the	way	of	the	righteous,	but	the	way	
of	the	wicked	will	perish.	
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Psalm	32:1-5	
[1]	Blessed	is	the	one	whose	transgression	is	forgiven,	whose	sin	is	covered.	[2]	Blessed	is	the	
man	against	whom	the	LORD	counts	no	iniquity,	and	in	whose	spirit	there	is	no	deceit.	
	 [3]	For	when	I	kept	silent,	my	bones	wasted	away	through	my	groaning	all	day	long.	
[4]	For	day	and	night	your	hand	was	heavy	upon	me;	my	strength	was	dried	up	as	by	the	heat	
of	summer.	
	 [5]	I	acknowledged	my	sin	to	you,	and	I	did	not	cover	my	iniquity;	I	said,	“I	will	
confess	my	transgressions	to	the	LORD,”	and	you	forgave	the	iniquity	of	my	sin.	
	
Jeremiah	17:5-8	
[5]	 Thus	 says	 the	 LORD:	 “Cursed	 is	 the	 man	 who	 trusts	 in	 man	 and	 makes	 flesh	 his	
strength,	whose	heart	turns	away	from	the	LORD.	[6]	He	is	like	a	shrub	in	the	desert,	and	
shall	 not	 see	 any	 good	 come.	 He	 shall	 dwell	 in	 the	 parched	 places	 of	 the	wilderness,	 in	 an	
uninhabited	salt	land.	
	 [7]	“Blessed	is	the	man	who	trusts	in	the	LORD,	whose	trust	is	the	LORD.	[8]	He	is	
like	a	tree	planted	by	water,	 that	sends	out	 its	roots	by	the	stream,	and	does	not	 fear	when	
heat	comes,	for	its	leaves	remain	green,	and	is	not	anxious	in	the	year	of	drought,	for	it	does	
not	cease	to	bear	fruit.”	
	
Romans	8:12-17	
[12]	So	then,	brothers,	we	are	debtors,	not	to	the	flesh,	to	live	according	to	the	flesh.	[13]	For	if	
you	live	according	to	the	flesh	you	will	die,	but	if	by	the	Spirit	you	put	to	death	the	deeds	of	the	
body,	you	will	live.	[14]	For	all	who	are	led	by	the	Spirit	of	God	are	sons	of	God.	[15]	For	you	
did	 not	 receive	 the	 spirit	 of	 slavery	 to	 fall	 back	 into	 fear,	 but	 you	 have	 received	 the	
Spirit	of	adoption	as	sons,	by	whom	we	cry,	“Abba!	Father!”	[16]	The	Spirit	himself	bears	
witness	with	our	spirit	that	we	are	children	of	God,	[17]	and	if	children,	then	heirs—heirs	of	
God	and	 fellow	heirs	with	Christ,	provided	we	suffer	with	him	 in	order	 that	we	may	also	be	
glorified	with	him.	
	
Though	we	were	born	into	this	world	spiritually	dead,	and	though	we	see	that	this	 is	 the	
state	of	everyone	who	has	ever	 lived,	we	also	see	that	through	the	work	of	Christ	we	are	
made	alive	and	will	be	raise	with	him	on	the	last	day.	
	
1	Corinthians	5:12-23	
[12]	Now	if	Christ	is	proclaimed	as	raised	from	the	dead,	how	can	some	of	you	say	that	there	is	
no	 resurrection	of	 the	dead?	 [13]	But	 if	 there	 is	 no	 resurrection	of	 the	dead,	 then	not	 even	
Christ	has	been	raised.	[14]	And	if	Christ	has	not	been	raised,	then	our	preaching	is	in	vain	and	
your	faith	is	in	vain.	[15]	We	are	even	found	to	be	misrepresenting	God,	because	we	testified	
about	God	that	he	raised	Christ,	whom	he	did	not	raise	if	it	is	true	that	the	dead	are	not	raised.	
[16]	For	if	the	dead	are	not	raised,	not	even	Christ	has	been	raised.	[17]	And	if	Christ	has	not	
been	raised,	your	faith	 is	 futile	and	you	are	still	 in	your	sins.	 [18]	Then	those	also	who	have	
fallen	asleep	in	Christ	have	perished.	[19]	If	in	Christ	we	have	hope	in	this	life	only,	we	are	of	
all	people	most	to	be	pitied.	
	 [20]	But	in	fact	Christ	has	been	raised	from	the	dead,	the	firstfruits	of	those	who	have	
fallen	asleep.	[21]	For	as	by	a	man	came	death,	by	a	man	has	come	also	the	resurrection	
of	the	dead.	[22]	For	as	in	Adam	all	die,	so	also	in	Christ	shall	all	be	made	alive.	[23]	But	
each	in	his	own	order:	Christ	the	firstfruits,	then	at	his	coming	those	who	belong	to	Christ.	
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Colossians	3:5-11	
[5]	Put	 to	 death	 therefore	what	 is	 earthly	 in	 you:	 sexual	 immorality,	 impurity,	 passion,	 evil	
desire,	and	covetousness,	which	is	idolatry.	[6]	On	account	of	these	the	wrath	of	God	is	coming.	
[7]	 In	 these	 you	 too	once	walked,	when	you	were	 living	 in	 them.	 [8]	But	now	you	must	put	
them	all	away:	anger,	wrath,	malice,	slander,	and	obscene	talk	from	your	mouth.	[9]	Do	not	lie	
to	one	another,	seeing	that	you	have	put	off	the	old	self	with	its	practices	[10]	and	have	
put	on	the	new	self,	which	is	being	renewed	in	knowledge	after	the	image	of	its	creator.	
[11]	Here	 there	 is	 not	 Greek	 and	 Jew,	 circumcised	 and	 uncircumcised,	 barbarian,	 Scythian,	
slave,	free;	but	Christ	is	all,	and	in	all.	
	

• We	started	this	by	discussing	the	typical	worldview	of	the	goodness	of	mankind	vs	
the	Biblical	worldview.	How	would	you	discuss	this	with	a	friend	or	family	member	
that	disagrees	with	you?	

• Why	is	it	essential	that	we	have	the	proper	view	of	man?	
	
	
HOW	SHOULD	I	RESPOND?	
	
God	created	mankind	“very	good.”	He	made	us	in	his	image,	and	as	such	we	have	all	been	
placed	above	the	rest	of	creation.	He	created	us	male	and	female,	equal	in	value	and	worth	
but	distinct	 in	our	roles.	Because	of	Adam’s	sin,	we	have	 inherited	his	sin	nature	and	the	
guilt	from	this	original	sin,	and	death	is	our	portion	aside	from	the	intervention	of	God.	But	
God,	rich	in	mercy,	has	reconciled	us	to	him	through	the	person	and	work	of	Jesus	Christ.	
Those	who	are	united	to	him	by	faith	are	made	right	before	a	holy	God.	
	
A)	What	difference	does	 this	make	 in	my	 life?	How	should	my	 life	 look	because	of	 these	
truths?	
	
B)	What	changes	do	I	need	to	make	because	of	these	truths?	
	
C)	How	can	I	share	these	truths	with	family,	friends,	or	neighbors?	
	
	
HOMEWORK	
	
For	next	week,	read	Article	4	and	all	of	the	associated	scriptures	with	this	article.	


