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BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE 2000 
Article IIC – God the Holy Spirit 
	
The	Holy	Spirit	is	the	Spirit	of	God,	fully	divine.	He	inspired	holy	men	of	old	to	write	
the	Scriptures.	Through	illumination	He	enables	men	to	understand	truth.	He	exalts	
Christ.	He	convicts	men	of	sin,	of	righteousness,	and	of	judgment.	He	calls	men	to	the	
Saviour,	and	effects	regeneration.	At	the	moment	of	regeneration	He	baptizes	every	
believer	 into	 the	 Body	 of	 Christ.	 He	 cultivates	 Christian	 character,	 comforts	
believers,	 and	 bestows	 the	 spiritual	 gifts	 by	 which	 they	 serve	 God	 through	 His	
church.	He	seals	 the	believer	unto	 the	day	of	 final	redemption.	His	presence	 in	 the	
Christian	 is	 the	 guarantee	 that	 God	will	 bring	 the	 believer	 into	 the	 fullness	 of	 the	
stature	 of	 Christ.	 He	 enlightens	 and	 empowers	 the	 believer	 and	 the	 church	 in	
worship,	evangelism,	and	service.	
	
WHAT	DO	THE	SCRIPTURES	SAY	ABOUT	GOD	THE	HOLY	SPIRIT?	
	
The	second	article	of	the	Baptist	Faith	and	Message	2000	is	about	God,	and	this	week	we	
are	 specifically	 addressing	 God	 the	Holy	 Spirit.	 The	 doctrine	 of	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 is	 one	 of	
those	topics	that	we	as	Baptists	can	sometimes	overlook.	We	spend	a	lot	of	time	discussing	
the	 Father	 and	 the	 Son,	 but	 when	 it	 comes	 to	 the	 Spirit	 we	 don’t	 spend	 a	 lot	 of	 time	
studying	him.	This	may	be	an	overreaction	to	some	of	the	silly	things	we	see	on	TV	claiming	
to	be	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	Benny	Hinn	knocking	people	over	with	his	coat	comes	to	mind.	But	
we	see	in	the	Word	that	the	Spirit	is	critical	to	our	doctrine	of	the	Trinity.	The	article	says,	
“The	Holy	Spirit	is	the	Spirit	of	God,	fully	divine.”	
	

• What	do	immediately	think	of	when	you	hear	someone	talk	about	the	Holy	Spirit?	
• Do	you	think	it’s	important	for	us	to	place	an	emphasis	on	the	Spirit?	Why?	

	
	
1)	The	Holy	Spirit	Is	Divine	
	
This	is	foundational.	The	Holy	Spirit	was,	is,	and	forever	will	be	God.	He	is	the	third	person	
of	the	Trinity.	He	was	there	from	the	beginning,	he	is	here	now,	and	he	will	forever	be	just	
as	much	God	as	the	Father	and	the	Son.	
	
	 a)	The	Holy	Spirit	Exhibits	the	Attributes	of	God	
	
	Genesis	1:1-2	
[1]	In	the	beginning,	God	created	the	heavens	and	the	earth.	[2]	The	earth	was	without	form	
and	void,	and	darkness	was	over	the	face	of	the	deep.	And	the	Spirit	of	God	was	hovering	
over	the	face	of	the	waters.	
	
Job	26:12-13	
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[12]	By	 his	 power	he	 stilled	 the	 sea;	 by	 his	 understanding	he	 shattered	Rahab.	 [13]	By	 his	
wind	the	heavens	were	made	fair;	his	hand	pierced	the	fleeing	serpent.	
(HCSB	says	“By	His	breath”,	KJV	says	“By	his	spirit”)	
	
Psalm	139:7-8	
[7]	Where	 shall	 I	 go	 from	 your	 Spirit?	Or	where	 shall	 I	 flee	 from	 your	 presence?	 [8]	 If	 I	
ascend	to	heaven,	you	are	there!	If	I	make	my	bed	in	Sheol,	you	are	there!	
	
John	4:22-26	
[22]	You	worship	what	you	do	not	know;	we	worship	what	we	know,	for	salvation	is	from	the	
Jews.	[23]	But	the	hour	is	coming,	and	is	now	here,	when	the	true	worshipers	will	worship	the	
Father	 in	spirit	and	truth,	 for	the	Father	 is	seeking	such	people	to	worship	him.	[24]	God	 is	
spirit,	and	 those	who	worship	him	must	worship	 in	spirit	and	 truth.”	[25]	The	woman	
said	to	him,	“I	know	that	Messiah	is	coming	(he	who	is	called	Christ).	When	he	comes,	he	will	
tell	us	all	things.”	[26]	Jesus	said	to	her,	“I	who	speak	to	you	am	he.”	
	
Acts	5:1-5	
[1]	But	a	man	named	Ananias,	with	his	wife	Sapphira,	sold	a	piece	of	property,	[2]	and	with	
his	wife's	knowledge	he	kept	back	for	himself	some	of	the	proceeds	and	brought	only	a	part	of	
it	and	 laid	 it	at	 the	apostles'	 feet.	 [3]	But	Peter	 said,	 “Ananias,	why	 has	 Satan	 filled	 your	
heart	to	lie	to	the	Holy	Spirit	and	to	keep	back	for	yourself	part	of	the	proceeds	of	the	land?	
[4]	While	it	remained	unsold,	did	it	not	remain	your	own?	And	after	it	was	sold,	was	it	not	at	
your	disposal?	Why	is	it	that	you	have	contrived	this	deed	in	your	heart?	You	have	not	lied	to	
man	but	 to	God.”	[5]	When	Ananias	heard	these	words,	he	fell	down	and	breathed	his	 last.	
And	great	fear	came	upon	all	who	heard	of	it.	
	
Matthew	12:22-32	
[22]	 Then	 a	 demon-oppressed	 man	 who	 was	 blind	 and	 mute	 was	 brought	 to	 him,	 and	 he	
healed	him,	so	that	the	man	spoke	and	saw.	[23]	And	all	the	people	were	amazed,	and	said,	
“Can	this	be	the	Son	of	David?”	[24]	But	when	the	Pharisees	heard	it,	they	said,	“It	is	only	by	
Beelzebul,	 the	 prince	 of	 demons,	 that	 this	 man	 casts	 out	 demons.”	 [25]	 Knowing	 their	
thoughts,	he	said	to	them,	“Every	kingdom	divided	against	itself	is	laid	waste,	and	no	city	or	
house	divided	against	itself	will	stand.	[26]	And	if	Satan	casts	out	Satan,	he	is	divided	against	
himself.	 How	 then	 will	 his	 kingdom	 stand?	 [27]	 And	 if	 I	 cast	 out	 demons	 by	 Beelzebul,	 by	
whom	do	your	sons	cast	them	out?	Therefore	they	will	be	your	judges.	[28]	But	if	it	is	by	the	
Spirit	of	God	that	I	cast	out	demons,	then	the	kingdom	of	God	has	come	upon	you.	[29]	
Or	how	can	someone	enter	a	strong	man's	house	and	plunder	his	goods,	unless	he	first	binds	
the	 strong	 man?	 Then	 indeed	 he	 may	 plunder	 his	 house.	 [30]	 Whoever	 is	 not	 with	 me	 is	
against	me,	and	whoever	does	not	gather	with	me	scatters.	[31]	Therefore	I	tell	you,	every	sin	
and	blasphemy	will	be	 forgiven	people,	but	 the	blasphemy	against	 the	 Spirit	will	 not	 be	
forgiven.	[32]	And	whoever	speaks	a	word	against	the	Son	of	Man	will	be	forgiven,	but	
whoever	speaks	against	 the	Holy	Spirit	will	not	be	 forgiven,	either	in	this	age	or	in	the	
age	to	come.	
	
	
	 b)	The	Holy	Spirit	Performs	the	Will	of	the	Father	
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Through	the	pages	of	Scripture	we	see	many	instances	where	the	Spirit	carries	out	the	will	
of	the	Father.	He	does	this	perfectly.	This	is	something	we	see	in	the	gospels	and	especially	
in	the	book	of	Acts	as	we’ll	discuss	later	on.	
	
Matthew	1:18-21	
[18]	Now	 the	birth	 of	 Jesus	Christ	 took	place	 in	 this	way.	When	his	mother	Mary	had	been	
betrothed	 to	 Joseph,	before	 they	came	 together	she	was	 found	 to	 be	with	 child	 from	 the	
Holy	Spirit.	[19]	And	her	husband	Joseph,	being	a	just	man	and	unwilling	to	put	her	to	shame,	
resolved	to	divorce	her	quietly.	[20]	But	as	he	considered	these	things,	behold,	an	angel	of	the	
Lord	appeared	to	him	in	a	dream,	saying,	“Joseph,	son	of	David,	do	not	fear	to	take	Mary	as	
your	wife,	for	that	which	 is	conceived	 in	her	 is	 from	the	Holy	Spirit.	[21]	She	will	bear	a	
son,	and	you	shall	call	his	name	Jesus,	for	he	will	save	his	people	from	their	sins.”	
	
Luke	1:30-35	
[30]	And	the	angel	 said	 to	her,	 “Do	not	be	afraid,	Mary,	 for	you	have	 found	 favor	with	God.	
[31]	And	behold,	you	will	conceive	in	your	womb	and	bear	a	son,	and	you	shall	call	his	name	
Jesus.	[32]	He	will	be	great	and	will	be	called	the	Son	of	the	Most	High.	And	the	Lord	God	will	
give	 to	 him	 the	 throne	 of	 his	 father	 David,	 [33]	 and	 he	 will	 reign	 over	 the	 house	 of	 Jacob	
forever,	and	of	his	kingdom	there	will	be	no	end.”	

[34]	And	Mary	said	to	the	angel,	“How	will	this	be,	since	I	am	a	virgin?”	[35]	And	the	
angel	answered	her,	“The	Holy	Spirit	will	come	upon	you,	and	the	power	of	the	Most	High	
will	overshadow	you;	therefore	the	child	to	be	born	will	be	called	holy—the	Son	of	God.”	
	
Matthew	4:1-2	
[1]	Then	Jesus	was	led	up	by	the	Spirit	into	the	wilderness	to	be	tempted	by	the	devil.	[2]	
And	after	fasting	forty	days	and	forty	nights,	he	was	hungry.	
	
Luke	4:1-2	
[1]	And	Jesus,	full	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	returned	from	the	Jordan	and	was	led	by	the	Spirit	
in	 the	wilderness	 [2]	 for	forty	days,	being	tempted	by	the	devil.	And	he	ate	nothing	during	
those	days.	And	when	they	were	ended,	he	was	hungry.	
	
Acts	8:34-39	
[34]	And	the	eunuch	said	to	Philip,	“About	whom,	I	ask	you,	does	the	prophet	say	this,	about	
himself	or	about	someone	else?”	[35]	Then	Philip	opened	his	mouth,	and	beginning	with	this	
Scripture	he	told	him	the	good	news	about	Jesus.	[36]	And	as	they	were	going	along	the	road	
they	came	to	some	water,	and	the	eunuch	said,	 “See,	here	 is	water!	What	prevents	me	 from	
being	baptized?”	[38]	And	he	commanded	the	chariot	to	stop,	and	they	both	went	down	into	
the	water,	Philip	and	the	eunuch,	and	he	baptized	him.	[39]	And	when	they	came	up	out	of	the	
water,	the	Spirit	 of	 the	Lord	 carried	Philip	away,	and	the	eunuch	saw	him	no	more,	and	
went	on	his	way	rejoicing.	
	

• Do	you	think	of	the	Spirit	living	and	active	in	our	lives	today?	In	what	ways	have	you	
seen	him	at	work?	

• What	do	you	think	would	change	 if	you	recognized	the	presences	and	work	of	 the	
Spirit	more	in	your	life?	
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2)	The	Holy	Spirit	Inspired	God’s	Word	
	
The	 first	 thing	we	 see	 is	 that	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 inspired	 God’s	 word.	 The	 article	 says,	 “He	
inspired	 holy	 men	 of	 old	 to	 write	 the	 Scriptures.”	 This	 is	 absolutely	 critical	 to	 our	
understanding	of	the	doctrine	of	Scripture.	We	talked	about	this	 in	Article	I.	We	said	that	
our	 understanding	 of	 inspiration	 was	 summarized	 in	 the	 “verbal	 plenary”	 theory	 of	
inspiration.	
	

• What	does	“verbal	plenary”	mean?	(All	of	the	very	words	of	Scripture	are	inspired.	
Even	as	men	wrote	it	in	their	own	voice	by	their	own	hand,	all	of	what	is	recorded	is	
exactly	what	the	Spirit	directed.)	

	
2	Timothy	3:16-17	
[16]	 All	 Scripture	 is	 breathed	 out	 by	 God	 and	 profitable	 for	 teaching,	 for	 reproof,	 for	
correction,	 and	 for	 training	 in	 righteousness,	 [17]	 that	 the	 man	 of	 God	 may	 be	 complete,	
equipped	for	every	good	work.	
	
	2	Peter	1:21	
[21]	For	no	prophecy	was	ever	produced	by	the	will	of	man,	but	men	spoke	from	God	as	they	
were	carried	along	by	the	Holy	Spirit.	
	
John	14:25-27	
[25]	 “These	 things	 I	have	spoken	to	you	while	 I	am	still	with	you.	 [26]	But	 the	Helper,	 the	
Holy	 Spirit,	whom	 the	 Father	will	 send	 in	my	name,	 he	will	 teach	 you	all	 things	and	
bring	 to	your	remembrance	all	 that	 I	have	said	 to	you.	 [27]	Peace	I	 leave	with	you;	my	
peace	I	give	to	you.	Not	as	the	world	gives	do	I	give	to	you.	Let	not	your	hearts	be	troubled,	
neither	let	them	be	afraid.	
	
	
3)	The	Holy	Spirit	Ministers	to	People	
	
The	Holy	Spirit	ministers	 to	people	 in	a	number	of	ways.	The	article	 covers	a	number	of	
these,	and	we	see	this	well	supported	by	Scripture.	
	

a) The	Holy	Spirit	Convicts	of	Sin	
	
The	article	says,	“He	convicts	men	of	sin,	of	righteousness,	and	of	 judgment.”	It	is	the	
Holy	Spirit	of	God	that	is	responsible	for	convicting	men	of	their	sin.	We	see	sin	defined	in	
the	Word	of	God,	but	that	is	just	the	cold	facts.	It	is	not	pressed	upon	the	hearts	of	men	until	
the	Spirit	does	the	convicting	work.	
	
John	16:4-11	
[4]	“But	I	have	said	these	things	to	you,	that	when	their	hour	comes	you	may	remember	that	I	
told	them	to	you.	I	did	not	say	these	things	to	you	from	the	beginning,	because	I	was	with	you.	
[5]	But	now	I	am	going	to	him	who	sent	me,	and	none	of	you	asks	me,	‘Where	are	you	going?’	
[6]	But	because	I	have	said	these	things	to	you,	sorrow	has	filled	your	heart.	[7]	Nevertheless,	I	
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tell	you	the	truth:	it	is	to	your	advantage	that	I	go	away,	for	if	I	do	not	go	away,	the	Helper	
will	not	come	to	you.	But	if	I	go,	I	will	send	him	to	you.	[8]	And	when	he	comes,	he	will	
convict	 the	world	 concerning	 sin	and	 righteousness	and	 judgment:	 [9]	concerning	sin,	
because	they	do	not	believe	in	me;	[10]	concerning	righteousness,	because	I	go	to	the	Father,	
and	you	will	 see	me	no	 longer;	 [11]	concerning	 judgment,	because	the	ruler	of	 this	world	 is	
judged.	
	
	

b) The	Holy	Spirit	Calls	Unbelievers	to	Salvation	
	
Likewise,	the	Holy	Spirit	is	the	one	who	“calls	men	to	the	Saviour”.	It	is	this	effectual	call	
from	the	Spirit	that	enables	men	to	see	their	sin,	and	to	see	their	need	for	a	savior,	and	to	
make	God	the	one	who	the	sinner	treasures	more	than	their	sin.	Left	to	our	own	strength,	
none	of	us	would	be	drawn	to	the	Lord.	But	by	the	Spirit,	we	are	called	unto	salvation.	
	
Romans	8:28-30	
[28]	And	we	know	that	 for	those	who	love	God	all	 things	work	together	 for	good,	for	 those	
who	 are	 called	 according	 to	 his	 purpose.	 [29]	 For	 those	 whom	 he	 foreknew	 he	 also	
predestined	to	be	conformed	to	the	image	of	his	Son,	in	order	that	he	might	be	the	firstborn	
among	many	 brothers.	 [30]	And	 those	 whom	 he	 predestined	 he	 also	 called,	and	 those	
whom	he	called	he	also	justified,	and	those	whom	he	justified	he	also	glorified.	
	
	

c) The	Holy	Spirit	Brings	Regeneration	
	
The	 Spirit	 convicts	 the	 sinner	 of	 his	 sin,	 he	 calls	 the	 sinner	 unto	 the	 Lord,	 and	 he	
regenerates	 the	 heart	 of	 the	 believer.	 He	 “effects	 regeneration.”	 He	 gives	 him	 the	 new	
birth	so	that	he	is	able	to	repent	of	sin	and	look	to	the	Christ	 in	faith.	He	regenerates	the	
sinner.	
	
John	3:4-8	
[4]	Nicodemus	said	to	him,	“How	can	a	man	be	born	when	he	 is	old?	Can	he	enter	a	second	
time	 into	 his	mother's	 womb	 and	 be	 born?”	 [5]	 Jesus	 answered,	 “Truly,	 truly,	 I	 say	 to	 you,	
unless	one	is	born	of	water	and	the	Spirit,	he	cannot	enter	the	kingdom	of	God.	[6]	That	
which	is	born	of	the	flesh	is	flesh,	and	that	which	 is	born	of	 the	Spirit	 is	spirit.	[7]	Do	not	
marvel	that	I	said	to	you,	‘You	must	be	born	again.’	[8]	The	wind	blows	where	it	wishes,	and	
you	hear	 its	sound,	but	you	do	not	know	where	it	comes	from	or	where	 it	goes.	So	 it	 is	with	
everyone	who	is	born	of	the	Spirit.”	
	
1	John	4:13-15	
[13]	By	this	we	know	that	we	abide	in	him	and	he	in	us,	because	he	has	given	us	of	his	Spirit.	
[14]	 And	we	 have	 seen	 and	 testify	 that	 the	 Father	 has	 sent	 his	 Son	 to	 be	 the	 Savior	 of	 the	
world.	[15]	Whoever	confesses	that	Jesus	is	the	Son	of	God,	God	abides	in	him,	and	he	in	God.	
	
Acts	10:44-48	
[44]	While	 Peter	was	 still	 saying	 these	 things,	 the	Holy	 Spirit	 fell	 on	 all	 who	 heard	 the	
word.	 [45]	 And	 the	 believers	 from	 among	 the	 circumcised	who	 had	 come	with	 Peter	were	
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amazed,	because	the	gift	of	the	Holy	Spirit	was	poured	out	even	on	the	Gentiles.	[46]	For	
they	were	hearing	them	speaking	in	tongues	and	extolling	God.	Then	Peter	declared,	[47]	“Can	
anyone	withhold	water	for	baptizing	these	people,	who	have	received	the	Holy	Spirit	 just	as	
we	have?”	[48]	And	he	commanded	them	to	be	baptized	in	the	name	of	Jesus	Christ.	Then	they	
asked	him	to	remain	for	some	days.	
	

• Does	 this	 seem	 miraculous	 to	 you?	 (Convicting	 of	 sin,	 calling	 unto	 the	 Lord,	
regenerating	the	heart.)	Why?	[It	should	seem	miraculous	to	us	because	outside	of	
the	work	of	the	Spirit,	we	are	all	selfish	and	sinful.	We	are	born	unable	to	do	right,	
and	we	have	no	interest	in	the	things	of	God.	The	fact	that	God	can	change	my	cold	
heart	is	miraculous.]	

	
	

d) The	Holy	Spirit	Indwells	Believers	
	
When	we	are	regenerated	and	become	a	child	of	God,	he	sends	his	Spirit	to	indwell	in	us.	
We	actually	receive	him!	The	article	says,	“At	 the	moment	of	regeneration	He	baptizes	
every	believer	into	the	Body	of	Christ.”	This	is	a	wonderful	gift	from	God	that	results	in	
many	benefits	as	we	will	discuss.	
	
Luke	11:9-13	
[9]	And	I	tell	you,	ask,	and	it	will	be	given	to	you;	seek,	and	you	will	find;	knock,	and	it	will	be	
opened	to	you.	[10]	For	everyone	who	asks	receives,	and	the	one	who	seeks	finds,	and	to	the	
one	who	knocks	it	will	be	opened.	[11]	What	father	among	you,	if	his	son	asks	for	a	fish,	will	
instead	of	a	fish	give	him	a	serpent;	[12]	or	if	he	asks	for	an	egg,	will	give	him	a	scorpion?	[13]	
If	you	then,	who	are	evil,	know	how	to	give	good	gifts	to	your	children,	how	much	more	will	
the	heavenly	Father	give	the	Holy	Spirit	to	those	who	ask	him!”	
	
Luke	24:44-49	
[44]	Then	he	said	to	them,	“These	are	my	words	that	I	spoke	to	you	while	I	was	still	with	you,	
that	everything	written	about	me	in	the	Law	of	Moses	and	the	Prophets	and	the	Psalms	must	
be	fulfilled.”	[45]	Then	he	opened	their	minds	to	understand	the	Scriptures,	 [46]	and	said	to	
them,	“Thus	it	is	written,	that	the	Christ	should	suffer	and	on	the	third	day	rise	from	the	dead,	
[47]	and	that	repentance	for	the	forgiveness	of	sins	should	be	proclaimed	in	his	name	to	all	
nations,	beginning	from	Jerusalem.	[48]	You	are	witnesses	of	these	things.	[49]	And	behold,	 I	
am	 sending	 the	 promise	 of	 my	 Father	 upon	 you.	 But	 stay	 in	 the	 city	 until	 you	 are	
clothed	with	power	from	on	high.”	
	
John	14:15-17	
[15]	“If	you	love	me,	you	will	keep	my	commandments.	[16]	And	I	will	ask	the	Father,	and	he	
will	give	you	another	Helper,	to	be	with	you	forever,	[17]	even	the	Spirit	of	truth,	whom	
the	world	cannot	receive,	because	it	neither	sees	him	nor	knows	him.	You	know	him,	for	
he	dwells	with	you	and	will	be	in	you.	
	
Acts	1:6-9	
[6]	So	when	they	had	come	together,	they	asked	him,	“Lord,	will	you	at	this	time	restore	the	
kingdom	to	Israel?”	[7]	He	said	to	them,	“It	 is	not	for	you	to	know	times	or	seasons	that	the	
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Father	has	fixed	by	his	own	authority.	[8]	But	you	will	receive	power	when	the	Holy	Spirit	
has	come	upon	you,	and	you	will	be	my	witnesses	in	Jerusalem	and	in	all	Judea	and	Samaria,	
and	to	the	end	of	the	earth.”	[9]	And	when	he	had	said	these	things,	as	they	were	looking	on,	
he	was	lifted	up,	and	a	cloud	took	him	out	of	their	sight.	
	
Acts	4:31	
[31]	And	when	they	had	prayed,	the	place	in	which	they	were	gathered	together	was	shaken,	
and	they	were	all	 filled	with	the	Holy	Spirit	and	continued	to	speak	the	word	of	God	with	
boldness.	
	
Acts	7:54-55	
[54]	Now	when	 they	heard	 these	 things	 they	were	 enraged,	 and	 they	ground	 their	 teeth	at	
him.	[55]	But	[Stephen],	 full	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	gazed	into	heaven	and	saw	the	glory	of	
God,	and	Jesus	standing	at	the	right	hand	of	God.	
	
Acts	8:14-17	
[14]	Now	when	the	apostles	at	Jerusalem	heard	that	Samaria	had	received	the	word	of	God,	
they	sent	to	them	Peter	and	John,	[15]	who	came	down	and	prayed	for	them	that	they	might	
receive	the	Holy	Spirit,	[16]	for	he	had	not	yet	fallen	on	any	of	them,	but	they	had	only	been	
baptized	in	the	name	of	the	Lord	Jesus.	[17]	Then	they	laid	their	hands	on	them	and	they	
received	the	Holy	Spirit.	
	
Acts	19:1-6	
[1]	 And	 it	 happened	 that	 while	 Apollos	 was	 at	 Corinth,	 Paul	 passed	 through	 the	 inland	
country	and	came	to	Ephesus.	There	he	 found	some	disciples.	 [2]	And	he	said	 to	 them,	 “Did	
you	receive	the	Holy	Spirit	when	you	believed?”	And	they	said,	“No,	we	have	not	even	heard	
that	there	 is	a	Holy	Spirit.”	 [3]	And	he	said,	 “Into	what	then	were	you	baptized?”	They	said,	
“Into	John's	baptism.”	[4]	And	Paul	said,	“John	baptized	with	the	baptism	of	repentance,	telling	
the	people	to	believe	in	the	one	who	was	to	come	after	him,	that	is,	Jesus.”	[5]	On	hearing	this,	
they	were	baptized	in	the	name	of	the	Lord	Jesus.	[6]	And	when	Paul	had	laid	his	hands	on	
them,	the	Holy	Spirit	came	on	them,	and	they	began	speaking	in	tongues	and	prophesying.	
	
1	Corinthians	3:16-17	
[16]	Do	you	not	know	that	you	are	God's	temple	and	that	God's	Spirit	dwells	in	you?	[17]	If	
anyone	destroys	God's	temple,	God	will	destroy	him.	For	God's	temple	is	holy,	and	you	are	that	
temple.	
	
2	Timothy	1:14	
[13]	Follow	the	pattern	of	the	sound	words	that	you	have	heard	from	me,	in	the	faith	and	love	
that	 are	 in	 Christ	 Jesus.	 [14]	By	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 who	 dwells	 within	 us,	 guard	 the	 good	
deposit	entrusted	to	you.	
	

• How	should	the	indwelling	of	the	Holy	Spirit	affect	us?	What	should	change	about	us	
as	we	recognize	this	truth?	[This	should	change	the	way	that	we	think.	It	can	be	easy	
to	outwardly	conform	to	the	expectations	people	have	on	us,	and	we	don’t	commit	a	
grievous	sin,	but	God	is	interested	in	our	hearts.	If	we	recognize	the	presence	of	the	
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Spirit,	 this	should	change	how	we	think	about	God,	others,	our	circumstances,	our	
desires,	everything.]	

	
	

e) The	Holy	Spirit	Seals	Believers	
	
Because	God	has	called	us,	because	he	has	given	his	Spirit	to	us,	he	sealed	us	by	the	Spirit.	
We	are	His.	It	is	a	done	deal.	The	article	says,	“He	seals	the	believer	unto	the	day	of	final	
redemption.	His	 presence	 in	 the	Christian	 is	 the	 guarantee	 that	God	will	 bring	 the	
believer	into	the	fullness	of	the	stature	of	Christ.”	It	is	the	Father	who	has	elected	men	
unto	salvation,	it	is	the	Son	who	has	come	to	us	and	given	his	life	as	a	ransom	for	us,	and	
the	Spirit	is	our	seal	and	guarantee	that	we	are	saved.	
	
Ephesians	1:13-14	
[13]	 In	 him	 you	 also,	when	 you	 heard	 the	word	 of	 truth,	 the	 gospel	 of	 your	 salvation,	 and	
believed	in	him,	were	sealed	with	the	promised	Holy	Spirit,	[14]	who	is	the	guarantee	of	our	
inheritance	until	we	acquire	possession	of	it,	to	the	praise	of	his	glory.	
	
Matthew	28:18-20	
[18]	And	Jesus	came	and	said	to	them,	“All	authority	in	heaven	and	on	earth	has	been	given	to	
me.	[19]	Go	therefore	and	make	disciples	of	all	nations,	baptizing	them	in	the	name	of	the	
Father	and	of	the	Son	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	[20]	teaching	them	to	observe	all	that	I	have	
commanded	you.	And	behold,	I	am	with	you	always,	to	the	end	of	the	age.”	
	
Galatians	4:6-7	
[6]	And	because	you	are	sons,	God	has	 sent	 the	Spirit	 of	his	 Son	 into	our	hearts,	crying,	
“Abba!	Father!”	[7]	So	you	are	no	longer	a	slave,	but	a	son,	and	if	a	son,	then	an	heir	through	
God.	
	
Ephesians	4:30	
[30]	 And	do	 not	 grieve	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 of	 God,	 by	whom	 you	were	 sealed	 for	 the	 day	 of	
redemption.	
	

• Does	the	sealing	of	the	Spirit	give	you	confidence	in	your	salvation?	Why?	
	
	

f) The	Holy	Spirit	Illuminates	Truth	and	Teaches	Believers	
	
The	article	says,	 “Through	 illumination	He	 enables	men	 to	 understand	 truth.”	When	
we	went	through	the	book	“Habits	of	Grace”	earlier	this	year,	we	discussed	this	at	length.	
What	is	the	first	thing	we	should	do	before	we	sit	down	to	read	our	Bible?	[Pray.]	This	is	
because	as	Christians,	we	believe	 that	God’s	Word	 is	 truth,	and	we	believe	 that	his	Spirit	
helps	us	to	understand	what	it	means	and	apply	it	to	our	lives	in	a	way	that	affects	change.	
In	 the	book	of	Acts	we	see	 the	Spirit	 acting	 in	 special	ways	 to	guide	and	direct	 the	early	
church.	 Similarly	 we	 believe	 that	 the	 Spirit	 illumines	 truth	 and	 teaches	 believers	 today	
through	his	Word.	
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1	Corinthians	2:6-13	
[6]	Yet	among	the	mature	we	do	impart	wisdom,	although	it	is	not	a	wisdom	of	this	age	or	of	
the	rulers	of	this	age,	who	are	doomed	to	pass	away.	[7]	But	we	impart	a	secret	and	hidden	
wisdom	of	God,	which	God	decreed	before	the	ages	for	our	glory.	[8]	None	of	the	rulers	of	this	
age	understood	this,	for	if	they	had,	they	would	not	have	crucified	the	Lord	of	glory.	[9]	But,	as	
it	is	written,	“What	no	eye	has	seen,	nor	ear	heard,	nor	the	heart	of	man	imagined,	what	God	
has	prepared	for	those	who	love	him”—	

[10]	 these	 things	 God	 has	 revealed	 to	 us	 through	 the	 Spirit.	 For	 the	 Spirit	
searches	 everything,	 even	 the	 depths	 of	 God.	 [11]	 For	 who	 knows	 a	 person's	 thoughts	
except	the	spirit	of	that	person,	which	is	in	him?	So	also	no	one	comprehends	the	thoughts	of	
God	except	the	Spirit	of	God.	[12]	Now	we	have	received	not	the	spirit	of	the	world,	but	the	
Spirit	who	is	from	God,	that	we	might	understand	the	things	freely	given	us	by	God.	[13]	
And	 we	 impart	 this	 in	 words	 not	 taught	 by	 human	 wisdom	 but	 taught	 by	 the	 Spirit,	
interpreting	spiritual	truths	to	those	who	are	spiritual.	

	
Acts	13:1-3	
[1]	Now	there	were	 in	 the	church	at	Antioch	prophets	and	teachers,	Barnabas,	Simeon	who	
was	called	Niger,	Lucius	of	Cyrene,	Manaen	a	lifelong	friend	of	Herod	the	tetrarch,	and	Saul.	
[2]	While	they	were	worshiping	the	Lord	and	fasting,	the	Holy	Spirit	said,	“Set	apart	for	me	
Barnabas	and	Saul	for	the	work	to	which	I	have	called	them.”	[3]	Then	after	fasting	and	
praying	they	laid	their	hands	on	them	and	sent	them	off.	
	
Acts	15:22-23,28-29	
[22]	Then	it	seemed	good	to	the	apostles	and	the	elders,	with	the	whole	church,	to	choose	men	
from	among	them	and	send	them	to	Antioch	with	Paul	and	Barnabas.	They	sent	Judas	called	
Barsabbas,	 and	 Silas,	 leading	men	among	 the	 brothers,	 [23]	with	 the	 following	 letter:	 “The	
brothers,	 ...	 [28]	For	 it	 has	 seemed	 good	 to	 the	Holy	 Spirit	 and	 to	 us	 to	 lay	 on	 you	 no	
greater	 burden	 than	 these	 requirements:	 [29]	 that	 you	 abstain	 from	 what	 has	 been	
sacrificed	 to	 idols,	 and	 from	 blood,	 and	 from	 what	 has	 been	 strangled,	 and	 from	 sexual	
immorality.	If	you	keep	yourselves	from	these,	you	will	do	well.	Farewell.”	
	
Acts	16:6-7	
[6]	And	 [Paul	 and	Timothy]	went	 through	 the	 region	of	Phrygia	and	Galatia,	having	 been	
forbidden	by	the	Holy	Spirit	to	speak	the	word	in	Asia.	[7]	And	when	they	had	come	up	to	
Mysia,	they	attempted	to	go	into	Bithynia,	but	the	Spirit	of	Jesus	did	not	allow	them.	
	
Revelation	1:9-11	
[9]	 I,	 John,	 your	 brother	 and	 partner	 in	 the	 tribulation	 and	 the	 kingdom	 and	 the	 patient	
endurance	that	are	in	Jesus,	was	on	the	island	called	Patmos	on	account	of	the	word	of	God	
and	the	testimony	of	Jesus.	[10]	I	was	in	the	Spirit	on	the	Lord's	day,	and	I	heard	behind	me	
a	loud	voice	like	a	trumpet	[11]	saying,	“Write	what	you	see	in	a	book	and	send	it	to	the	seven	
churches,	to	Ephesus	and	to	Smyrna	and	to	Pergamum	and	to	Thyatira	and	to	Sardis	and	to	
Philadelphia	and	to	Laodicea.”	
	
Luke	12:8-12	
[8]	 “And	 I	 tell	 you,	 everyone	 who	 acknowledges	 me	 before	 men,	 the	 Son	 of	 Man	 also	 will	
acknowledge	 before	 the	 angels	 of	 God,	 [9]	 but	 the	 one	 who	 denies	 me	 before	 men	 will	 be	
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denied	before	the	angels	of	God.	[10]	And	everyone	who	speaks	a	word	against	the	Son	of	Man	
will	be	forgiven,	but	the	one	who	blasphemes	against	the	Holy	Spirit	will	not	be	forgiven.	
[11]	And	when	they	bring	you	before	the	synagogues	and	the	rulers	and	the	authorities,	do	not	
be	anxious	about	how	you	should	defend	yourself	or	what	you	should	say,	[12]	 for	the	Holy	
Spirit	will	teach	you	in	that	very	hour	what	you	ought	to	say.”	
	
1	Timothy	4:1-3	
[1]	 Now	 the	 Spirit	 expressly	 says	 that	 in	 later	 times	 some	will	 depart	 from	 the	 faith	 by	
devoting	themselves	to	deceitful	spirits	and	teachings	of	demons,	[2]	through	the	insincerity	of	
liars	 whose	 consciences	 are	 seared,	 [3]	 who	 forbid	 marriage	 and	 require	 abstinence	 from	
foods	that	God	created	to	be	received	with	thanksgiving	by	those	who	believe	and	know	the	
truth.	
	
Hebrews	9:6-8	
[6]	These	preparations	having	thus	been	made,	the	priests	go	regularly	into	the	first	section,	
performing	 their	 ritual	duties,	 [7]	but	 into	 the	 second	only	 the	high	priest	goes,	and	he	but	
once	 a	 year,	 and	 not	 without	 taking	 blood,	 which	 he	 offers	 for	 himself	 and	 for	 the	
unintentional	sins	of	the	people.	[8]	By	this	the	Holy	Spirit	indicates	that	the	way	into	the	
holy	places	is	not	yet	opened	as	long	as	the	first	section	is	still	standing.	
	

• Why	is	 it	not	enough	to	 just	have	 the	Word	of	God?	Why	do	we	need	the	Spirit	 to	
illuminate	our	minds	and	teach	us	through	the	Word?	[We	are	sinful,	scarred	by	the	
fall	and	unable	to	understand	the	things	of	God	left	unto	ourselves.]	

• What	 types	of	 things	should	we	pray	 for?	 [Insight	 into	what	 it	means,	 insight	 into	
how	to	apply	it,	conviction	of	things	I’ve	overlooked	in	my	life,	ways	to	share	it	with	
others.]	

	
	

g) The	Holy	Spirit	Exalts	Christ	
	
One	of	the	main,	fundamental	things	that	the	Spirit	does	is	exalt	Christ.	As	he	calls	believers,	
he	points	them	to	Christ.	As	he	regenerates	our	hearts,	it	is	done	as	he	points	to	Christ.	As	
we	are	sanctified,	we	are	conformed	more	and	more	to	the	image	of	Christ.	It	is	Christ	that	
the	Spirit	exalts.	We	see	this	dimly	in	Isaiah,	and	it	is	fully	realized	in	Jesus:	
	
Isaiah	61:1-3	
[1]	The	Spirit	of	the	Lord	GOD	is	upon	me,	because	the	LORD	has	anointed	me	to	bring	good	
news	 to	 the	 poor;	 he	 has	 sent	me	 to	 bind	 up	 the	 brokenhearted,	 to	 proclaim	 liberty	 to	 the	
captives,	and	the	opening	of	the	prison	to	those	who	are	bound;	[2]	to	proclaim	the	year	of	the	
LORD's	favor,	and	the	day	of	vengeance	of	our	God;	to	comfort	all	who	mourn;	[3]	to	grant	to	
those	who	mourn	 in	 Zion—	 to	 give	 them	 a	 beautiful	 headdress	 instead	 of	 ashes,	 the	 oil	 of	
gladness	instead	of	mourning,	the	garment	of	praise	instead	of	a	faint	spirit;	that	they	may	be	
called	oaks	of	righteousness,	the	planting	of	the	LORD,	that	he	may	be	glorified.	
	
Luke	4:16-21	
[16]	And	he	came	to	Nazareth,	where	he	had	been	brought	up.	And	as	was	his	custom,	he	went	
to	 the	 synagogue	 on	 the	 Sabbath	 day,	 and	 he	 stood	 up	 to	 read.	 [17]	 And	 the	 scroll	 of	 the	
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prophet	 Isaiah	was	 given	 to	 him.	 He	 unrolled	 the	 scroll	 and	 found	 the	 place	where	 it	 was	
written,	[18]	“The	Spirit	of	the	Lord	is	upon	me,	because	he	has	anointed	me	to	proclaim	
good	news	to	the	poor.	He	has	sent	me	to	proclaim	liberty	to	the	captives	and	recovering	of	
sight	to	the	blind,	to	set	at	liberty	those	who	are	oppressed,	[19]	to	proclaim	the	year	of	the	
Lord's	favor.”	

[20]	And	he	rolled	up	the	scroll	and	gave	it	back	to	the	attendant	and	sat	down.	And	
the	eyes	of	all	in	the	synagogue	were	fixed	on	him.	[21]	And	he	began	to	say	to	them,	“Today	
this	Scripture	has	been	fulfilled	in	your	hearing.”	

	
Matthew	3:13-17	
[13]	 Then	 Jesus	 came	 from	 Galilee	 to	 the	 Jordan	 to	 John,	 to	 be	 baptized	 by	 him.	 [14]	 John	
would	have	prevented	him,	 saying,	 “I	need	 to	be	baptized	by	you,	and	do	you	come	 to	me?”	
[15]	 But	 Jesus	 answered	 him,	 “Let	 it	 be	 so	 now,	 for	 thus	 it	 is	 fitting	 for	 us	 to	 fulfill	 all	
righteousness.”	Then	he	consented.	 [16]	And	when	 Jesus	was	baptized,	 immediately	he	went	
up	from	the	water,	and	behold,	the	heavens	were	opened	to	him,	and	he	saw	the	Spirit	of	God	
descending	like	a	dove	and	coming	to	rest	on	him;	[17]	and	behold,	a	voice	from	heaven	
said,	“This	is	my	beloved	Son,	with	whom	I	am	well	pleased.”	

	
Mark	1:9-11	
[9]	In	those	days	Jesus	came	from	Nazareth	of	Galilee	and	was	baptized	by	John	in	the	Jordan.	
[10]	And	when	he	came	up	out	of	the	water,	immediately	he	saw	the	heavens	being	torn	open	
and	the	Spirit	descending	on	him	like	a	dove.	[11]	And	a	voice	came	from	heaven,	“You	are	
my	beloved	Son;	with	you	I	am	well	pleased.”	
	
John	16:12-15	
	[12]	“I	still	have	many	things	to	say	to	you,	but	you	cannot	bear	them	now.	[13]	When	 the	
Spirit	of	 truth	comes,	he	will	guide	you	into	all	 the	truth,	 for	he	will	not	speak	on	his	
own	 authority,	 but	 whatever	 he	 hears	 he	 will	 speak,	 and	 he	 will	 declare	 to	 you	 the	
things	 that	 are	 to	 come.	 [14]	He	 will	 glorify	 me,	 for	 he	 will	 take	 what	 is	 mine	 and	
declare	it	to	you.	[15]	All	that	the	Father	has	is	mine;	therefore	I	said	that	he	will	take	what	
is	mine	and	declare	it	to	you.	
	
1	Timothy	3:16	
[16]	 Great	 indeed,	 we	 confess,	 is	 the	mystery	 of	 godliness:	 He	 was	manifested	 in	 the	 flesh,	
vindicated	by	 the	 Spirit,	 seen	by	angels,	proclaimed	among	the	nations,	believed	on	 in	the	
world,	taken	up	in	glory.	
	
Hebrews	9:13-14	
[13]	For	if	the	blood	of	goats	and	bulls,	and	the	sprinkling	of	defiled	persons	with	the	ashes	of	
a	heifer,	sanctify	for	the	purification	of	the	flesh,	[14]	how	much	more	will	the	blood	of	Christ,	
who	 through	 the	 eternal	 Spirit	 offered	 himself	 without	 blemish	 to	 God,	 purify	 our	
conscience	from	dead	works	to	serve	the	living	God.	
	
1	John	5:6-8	
[6]	This	 is	he	who	came	by	water	and	blood—Jesus	Christ;	not	by	the	water	only	but	by	the	
water	 and	 the	 blood.	And	 the	 Spirit	 is	 the	 one	 who	 testifies,	 because	 the	 Spirit	 is	 the	



	 12	

truth.	[7]	For	there	are	three	that	testify:	[8]	the	Spirit	and	the	water	and	the	blood;	and	these	
three	agree.	
	
	

h) The	Holy	Spirit	Intercedes	for	Believers	
	
As	Christians	we	have	the	Holy	Spirit	of	God	interceding	for	us.	As	we	pray,	the	Spirit	aids	
us,	conforming	our	will	to	the	will	of	God.	This	is	not	a	secret	prayer	language	(as	this	is	for	
all	Christians,	it	cannot	refer	to	speaking	in	tongues),	but	it	is	the	real	and	helpful	work	of	
the	Spirit	to	guide	and	direct	our	prayers,	even	as	we	do	not	always	know	what	to	pray	for.	
	
Romans	8:26-27	
[26]	Likewise	the	Spirit	helps	us	in	our	weakness.	For	we	do	not	know	what	to	pray	for	as	we	
ought,	but	the	Spirit	himself	intercedes	for	us	with	groanings	too	deep	for	words.	[27]	And	
he	who	searches	hearts	knows	what	is	the	mind	of	the	Spirit,	because	the	Spirit	 intercedes	
for	the	saints	according	to	the	will	of	God.	
	
	

i) The	Holy	Spirit	Cultivates	Christian	Character	
	
We	are	sanctified	in	the	spirit,	and	as	the	article	says,	he	“cultivates	Christian	character.”	
We	put	to	death	sin	not	by	our	own	power,	but	by	the	power	of	the	Spirit.	We	grow	in	the	
fruit	of	the	Spirit.	This	is	done	as	the	Spirit	conforms	us	to	the	image	of	Jesus	Christ.	
	
Romans	8:9-17	
[9]	You,	however,	are	not	in	the	flesh	but	in	the	Spirit,	if	 in	fact	the	Spirit	of	God	dwells	 in	
you.	Anyone	who	does	not	have	 the	Spirit	of	Christ	does	not	belong	 to	him.	[10]	But	if	
Christ	 is	 in	 you,	 although	 the	 body	 is	 dead	 because	 of	 sin,	 the	 Spirit	 is	 life	 because	 of	
righteousness.	[11]	If	the	Spirit	of	him	who	raised	Jesus	from	the	dead	dwells	in	you,	he	who	
raised	Christ	Jesus	from	the	dead	will	also	give	life	to	your	mortal	bodies	through	his	Spirit	
who	dwells	in	you.	
	 [12]	So	then,	brothers,	we	are	debtors,	not	to	the	 flesh,	 to	 live	according	to	the	 flesh.	
[13]	For	if	you	live	according	to	the	flesh	you	will	die,	but	if	by	the	Spirit	you	put	to	death	
the	deeds	of	the	body,	you	will	live.	[14]	For	all	who	are	led	by	the	Spirit	of	God	are	sons	
of	God.	 [15]	For	you	did	not	receive	the	spirit	of	slavery	to	 fall	back	 into	 fear,	but	you	have	
received	 the	 Spirit	 of	 adoption	 as	 sons,	 by	 whom	 we	 cry,	 “Abba!	 Father!”	 [16]	 The	 Spirit	
himself	bears	witness	with	our	 spirit	 that	we	are	 children	of	God,	 [17]	and	if	children,	
then	heirs—heirs	of	God	and	 fellow	heirs	with	Christ,	 provided	we	 suffer	with	him	 in	order	
that	we	may	also	be	glorified	with	him.	
	
Galatians	5:16-24	
[16]	But	I	say,	walk	by	the	Spirit,	and	you	will	not	gratify	the	desires	of	the	flesh.	[17]	For	
the	desires	of	the	flesh	are	against	the	Spirit,	and	the	desires	of	the	Spirit	are	against	the	flesh,	
for	these	are	opposed	to	each	other,	to	keep	you	from	doing	the	things	you	want	to	do.	[18]	
But	if	you	are	led	by	the	Spirit,	you	are	not	under	the	law.	[19]	Now	the	works	of	the	flesh	
are	 evident:	 sexual	 immorality,	 impurity,	 sensuality,	 [20]	 idolatry,	 sorcery,	 enmity,	 strife,	
jealousy,	 fits	 of	 anger,	 rivalries,	 dissensions,	 divisions,	 [21]	 envy,	 drunkenness,	 orgies,	 and	
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things	like	these.	I	warn	you,	as	I	warned	you	before,	that	those	who	do	such	things	will	not	
inherit	 the	 kingdom	of	God.	 [22]	But	 the	 fruit	 of	 the	 Spirit	 is	 love,	 joy,	 peace,	 patience,	
kindness,	goodness,	faithfulness,	[23]	gentleness,	self-control;	against	such	things	there	is	
no	law.	[24]	And	those	who	belong	to	Christ	Jesus	have	crucified	the	flesh	with	its	passions	and	
desires.	
	
Ephesians	5:18-21	
[18]	And	do	not	get	drunk	with	wine,	for	that	is	debauchery,	but	be	filled	with	the	Spirit,	[19]	
addressing	one	another	in	psalms	and	hymns	and	spiritual	songs,	singing	and	making	melody	
to	the	Lord	with	your	heart,	[20]	giving	thanks	always	and	for	everything	to	God	the	Father	in	
the	name	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	[21]	submitting	to	one	another	out	of	reverence	for	Christ.	
	
1	Thessalonians	5:16-22	
[16]	Rejoice	always,	[17]	pray	without	ceasing,	[18]	give	thanks	in	all	circumstances;	for	this	
is	the	will	of	God	in	Christ	Jesus	for	you.	[19]	Do	not	quench	the	Spirit.	[20]	Do	not	despise	
prophecies,	[21]	but	test	everything;	hold	fast	what	is	good.	[22]	Abstain	from	every	form	of	
evil.	
	

• How	do	you	see	the	Spirit	at	work	in	your	sanctification?	[This	should	be	evident	in	
our	 prayers,	 in	 our	 conviction	 of	 sin,	 and	 in	 our	 joy	 for	 treasuring	 the	 Lord	 and	
obedience	to	him.]	

	
	
4)	The	Holy	Spirit	Builds	the	Church	
	
Finally,	we	see	that	the	Holy	Spirit	builds	the	church.	He	does	this	in	a	couple	of	different	
ways.	
	

a) The	Holy	Spirit	Calls	People	
	
We	have	already	talked	about	this,	as	we	see	the	Spirit	convicting	of	sin,	calling	people	to	
the	Savior,	and	regenerating	our	hearts.	He	gives	us	new	hearts	and	new	desires.	This	was	
prophesied	in	Joel,	and	it	was	fulfilled	in	Acts	2.	
	
Joel	2:28-32	
[28]		“And	it	shall	come	to	pass	afterward,	that	I	will	pour	out	my	Spirit	on	all	flesh;	your	
sons	and	your	daughters	shall	prophesy,	your	old	men	shall	dream	dreams,	and	your	young	
men	shall	see	visions.	[29]	Even	on	the	male	and	female	servants	in	those	days	I	will	pour	out	
my	Spirit.	

[30]	 “And	 I	will	 show	wonders	 in	 the	 heavens	 and	 on	 the	 earth,	 blood	 and	 fire	 and	
columns	of	smoke.	[31]	The	sun	shall	be	turned	to	darkness,	and	the	moon	to	blood,	before	the	
great	and	awesome	day	of	the	LORD	comes.	[32]	And	it	shall	come	to	pass	that	everyone	who	
calls	on	the	name	of	the	LORD	shall	be	saved.	For	in	Mount	Zion	and	in	Jerusalem	there	shall	
be	those	who	escape,	as	the	LORD	has	said,	and	among	the	survivors	shall	be	those	whom	the	
LORD	calls.	

	
Acts	2:1-4	
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[1]	When	the	day	of	Pentecost	arrived,	they	were	all	together	in	one	place.	[2]	And	suddenly	
there	 came	 from	heaven	 a	 sound	 like	 a	mighty	 rushing	wind,	 and	 it	 filled	 the	 entire	 house	
where	 they	were	 sitting.	 [3]	And	divided	 tongues	as	of	 fire	appeared	 to	 them	and	rested	on	
each	one	of	them.	[4]	And	they	were	all	filled	with	the	Holy	Spirit	and	began	to	speak	in	
other	tongues	as	the	Spirit	gave	them	utterance.	
	
Acts	2:37-39	
[37]	Now	when	they	heard	this	they	were	cut	to	the	heart,	and	said	to	Peter	and	the	rest	of	the	
apostles,	“Brothers,	what	shall	we	do?”	[38]	And	Peter	said	to	them,	“Repent	and	be	baptized	
every	 one	 of	 you	 in	 the	 name	 of	 Jesus	 Christ	 for	 the	 forgiveness	 of	 your	 sins,	 and	you	 will	
receive	the	gift	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	[39]	For	the	promise	is	for	you	and	for	your	children	and	
for	all	who	are	far	off,	everyone	whom	the	Lord	our	God	calls	to	himself.”	
	
	

b) The	Holy	Spirit	Brings	Unity	
	
The	 second	 way	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 builds	 the	 church	 is	 through	 creating	 unity	 between	
brother	and	sisters.	We	are	of	one	Spirit,	and	this	should	drive	us	together.	We	should	not	
be	fractured	within	our	church,	but	there	should	be	unity	and	sweet	fellowship	among	one	
another.	This	is	why	the	proto-deacons	in	Acts	6	needed	to	be	“full	of	the	Spirit.”	One	of	the	
jobs	of	a	deacon	is	to	promote	unity,	and	they	cannot	do	this	without	the	help	of	the	Spirit.	
	
Acts	6:1-4	
[1]	 Now	 in	 these	 days	 when	 the	 disciples	 were	 increasing	 in	 number,	 a	 complaint	 by	 the	
Hellenists	arose	against	the	Hebrews	because	their	widows	were	being	neglected	in	the	daily	
distribution.	[2]	And	the	twelve	summoned	the	full	number	of	the	disciples	and	said,	“It	is	not	
right	 that	 we	 should	 give	 up	 preaching	 the	 word	 of	 God	 to	 serve	 tables.	 [3]	 Therefore,	
brothers,	pick	out	 from	among	you	seven	men	of	good	repute,	 full	of	 the	Spirit	and	of	
wisdom,	whom	we	will	appoint	to	this	duty.	[4]	But	we	will	devote	ourselves	to	prayer	and	to	
the	ministry	of	the	word.”	
	
1	Corinthians	12:12-13	
[12]	 For	 just	 as	 the	 body	 is	 one	 and	 has	many	members,	 and	 all	 the	members	 of	 the	 body,	
though	many,	are	one	body,	so	it	is	with	Christ.	[13]	For	in	one	Spirit	we	were	all	baptized	
into	one	body—Jews	or	Greeks,	slaves	or	free—and	all	were	made	to	drink	of	one	Spirit.	
	
	

c) The	Holy	Spirit	Bestows	Spiritual	Gifts	
	
The	Holy	Spirit	 forms	 the	church,	unifies	 the	church,	and	we	see	here	 that	he	equips	 the	
church.	The	article	 says	 that	he	 “bestows	 the	 spiritual	 gifts	 by	which	 they	 serve	 God	
through	His	 church…	He	 enlightens	 and	 empowers	 the	 believer	 and	 the	 church	 in	
worship,	 evangelism,	 and	 service.”	 This	 was	 evident	 in	 the	 early	 church	 through	 the	
ministry	of	 the	apostles	 as	 they	performed	signs	and	wonders,	 confirming	 their	message	
and	their	calling.	This	was	also	evident	in	the	“not-so-wondrous”	spiritual	gifts	that	we	see	
in	ordinary	believers.	All	spiritual	gifts,	from	the	gifts	of	healing	and	prophecy	to	the	gifts	of		
service	and	exhortation	are	from	the	Spirit.	
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1	Corinthians	12:1-11	
[1]	Now	concerning	spiritual	gifts,	brothers,	I	do	not	want	you	to	be	uninformed.	[2]	You	know	
that	 when	 you	were	 pagans	 you	were	 led	 astray	 to	mute	 idols,	 however	 you	were	 led.	 [3]	
Therefore	 I	want	you	to	understand	that	no	one	 speaking	 in	 the	 Spirit	 of	God	 ever	 says	
“Jesus	is	accursed!”	and	no	one	can	say	“Jesus	is	Lord”	except	in	the	Holy	Spirit.	
	 [4]	Now	there	are	varieties	of	gifts,	but	the	same	Spirit;	[5]	and	there	are	varieties	
of	service,	but	the	same	Lord;	[6]	and	there	are	varieties	of	activities,	but	it	 is	the	same	God	
who	empowers	them	all	in	everyone.	[7]	To	each	is	given	the	manifestation	of	the	Spirit	for	the	
common	 good.	 [8]	 For	 to	 one	 is	 given	 through	 the	 Spirit	 the	 utterance	 of	 wisdom,	 and	 to	
another	the	utterance	of	knowledge	according	to	the	same	Spirit,	[9]	to	another	faith	by	the	
same	 Spirit,	 to	 another	 gifts	 of	 healing	 by	 the	 one	 Spirit,	 [10]	 to	 another	 the	 working	 of	
miracles,	to	another	prophecy,	to	another	the	ability	to	distinguish	between	spirits,	to	another	
various	 kinds	 of	 tongues,	 to	 another	 the	 interpretation	 of	 tongues.	 [11]	 All	 these	 are	
empowered	by	one	and	the	same	Spirit,	who	apportions	to	each	one	individually	as	he	wills.	
	
Romans	12:3-8	
[3]	For	by	 the	grace	given	 to	me	 I	 say	 to	everyone	among	you	not	 to	 think	of	himself	more	
highly	 than	 he	 ought	 to	 think,	 but	 to	 think	 with	 sober	 judgment,	 each	 according	 to	 the	
measure	of	faith	that	God	has	assigned.	[4]	For	as	in	one	body	we	have	many	members,	and	
the	members	 do	 not	 all	 have	 the	 same	 function,	 [5]	 so	 we,	 though	many,	 are	 one	 body	 in	
Christ,	and	individually	members	one	of	another.	[6]	Having	gifts	 that	differ	according	 to	
the	grace	given	to	us,	let	us	use	them:	if	prophecy,	in	proportion	to	our	faith;	[7]	if	service,	
in	 our	 serving;	 the	 one	 who	 teaches,	 in	 his	 teaching;	 [8]	 the	 one	 who	 exhorts,	 in	 his	
exhortation;	the	one	who	contributes,	in	generosity;	the	one	who	leads,	with	zeal;	the	one	who	
does	acts	of	mercy,	with	cheerfulness.	
	

• How	do	you	see	the	Spirit	of	God	at	work	in	our	church?	How	has	he	called	people,	
unified	people,	and	gifted	people?	

• How	 can	we	 be	more	 intentional	 in	 recognizing	 and	 cultivating	 a	 life	 lived	 in	 the	
Spirit	as	a	church?	

	
	
HOW	SHOULD	I	RESPOND?	
	
God	has	revealed	himself	as	a	triune	God,	and	the	third	person	of	the	Godhead	is	the	Holy	
Spirit.	He	is	fully	God,	and	he	has	revealed	the	Word	of	God	to	us.	In	his	work,	he	ministers	
to	people	and	builds	 the	Church.	The	Spirit	points	us	 to	Christ,	and	 it	 is	only	 through	the	
Spirit	that	we	are	called	into	a	relationship	with	him.	
	
A)	What	difference	does	 this	make	 in	my	 life?	How	should	my	 life	 look	because	of	 these	
truths?	
	
B)	What	changes	do	I	need	to	make	because	of	these	truths?	
	
C)	How	can	I	share	these	truths	with	family,	friends,	or	neighbors?	
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HOMEWORK	
	
For	next	week,	read	Article	3	and	all	of	the	associated	scriptures	with	this	article.	


