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BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE 2000 
Article IIB – God the Son 
	
Christ	is	the	eternal	Son	of	God.	In	His	incarnation	as	Jesus	Christ	He	was	conceived	
of	 the	Holy	Spirit	and	born	of	 the	virgin	Mary.	 Jesus	perfectly	revealed	and	did	 the	
will	of	God,	taking	upon	Himself	human	nature	with	its	demands	and	necessities	and	
identifying	Himself	completely	with	mankind	yet	without	sin.	He	honored	the	divine	
law	 by	 His	 personal	 obedience,	 and	 in	 His	 substitutionary	 death	 on	 the	 cross	 He	
made	provision	 for	 the	 redemption	of	men	 from	sin.	He	was	 raised	 from	 the	dead	
with	a	glorified	body	and	appeared	to	His	disciples	as	the	person	who	was	with	them	
before	His	crucifixion.	He	ascended	into	heaven	and	is	now	exalted	at	the	right	hand	
of	God	where	He	is	the	One	Mediator,	fully	God,	fully	man,	in	whose	Person	is	effected	
the	reconciliation	between	God	and	man.	He	will	return	in	power	and	glory	to	judge	
the	world	and	to	consummate	His	redemptive	mission.	He	now	dwells	in	all	believers	
as	the	living	and	ever	present	Lord.	
	
WHAT	DO	THE	SCRIPTURES	SAY	ABOUT	GOD	THE	SON?	
	
The	second	article	of	the	Baptist	Faith	and	Message	2000	is	about	God,	and	this	week	we	
are	specifically	addressing	God	the	Son.	As	Christians	we	believe	in	a	triune	God.	As	we’ve	
talked	 about	 in	 weeks	 past,	 this	 is	 of	 critical	 importance	 if	 we	 want	 to	 remain	 within	
Christian	orthodoxy.	As	basic	as	this	sounds,	there	are	many	who	have	wandered	off	 into	
heresy	because	 they	have	not	gotten	 this	 right.	 In	our	statement	of	 faith,	 there	are	many	
things	that	are	of	critical,	 first	importance,	and	this	is	one	of	them.	Some	things	(baptism,	
ecclesiology,	 etc.)	 are	 important,	 but	 of	 secondary	 importance.	 They	 don’t	 determine	
whether	 or	 not	 you	 are	 a	 Christian.	 Today’s	 doctrine,	 God	 the	 Son,	 is	 critical	 to	 our	
understanding	of	God,	and	if	we	don’t	get	this	right,	we	are	outside	the	bounds	of	the	faith.	
	

• What	do	you	think	of	when	you	hear	the	term	son?	What	types	of	things	does	this	
bring	to	mind	

• What	are	the	ways	that	this	applies	to	Jesus?	What	are	ways	that	this	does	not	apply	
to	Jesus?	

	
	
1)	The	Eternality	of	Christ	
	
“Christ	 is	 the	 eternal	 Son	 of	 God.”	 The	 Scriptures	 teach	 that	 Jesus	 is	 God	 the	 Son,	 the	
second	person	of	the	trinity.	He	and	the	Father	are	of	the	same	essence,	nature,	and	being,	
though	 they	 are	 distinct	 in	 their	 role	 and	 personhood.	 He	 is	 the	 Son	 in	 relation	 to	 the	
Father,	but	he	was	not	created.	He	always	existed	within	the	Trinity.	 	Through	Christ,	the	
world	was	created.	
	
Hebrews	1:1-4	
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[1]	Long	ago,	at	many	times	and	in	many	ways,	God	spoke	to	our	fathers	by	the	prophets,	[2]	
but	in	these	last	days	he	has	spoken	to	us	by	his	Son,	whom	he	appointed	the	heir	of	all	
things,	through	whom	also	he	created	the	world.	[3]	He	is	the	radiance	of	the	glory	of	
God	and	the	exact	imprint	of	his	nature,	and	he	upholds	the	universe	by	the	word	of	his	
power.	After	making	purification	for	sins,	he	sat	down	at	the	right	hand	of	the	Majesty	on	
high,	 [4]	 having	 become	 as	much	 superior	 to	 angels	 as	 the	 name	he	 has	 inherited	 is	more	
excellent	than	theirs.	
	
Psalm	2:4-9	
[4]	He	who	sits	in	the	heavens	laughs;	the	Lord	holds	them	in	derision.	[5]	Then	he	will	speak	
to	them	in	his	wrath,	and	terrify	them	in	his	fury,	saying,	[6]	“As	for	me,	I	have	set	my	King	on	
Zion,	my	holy	hill.”	 [7]	I	will	 tell	 of	 the	decree:	The	LORD	said	 to	me,	 “You	are	my	Son;	
today	I	have	begotten	you.	[8]	Ask	of	me,	and	I	will	make	the	nations	your	heritage,	and	the	
ends	of	the	earth	your	possession.	[9]	You	shall	break	them	with	a	rod	of	iron	and	dash	them	
in	pieces	like	a	potter's	vessel.”	
	
John	1:1-18	
[1]	In	the	beginning	was	the	Word,	and	the	Word	was	with	God,	and	the	Word	was	God.	
[2]	He	was	in	the	beginning	with	God.	[3]	All	things	were	made	through	him,	and	without	
him	was	not	any	thing	made	that	was	made.	[4]	In	him	was	life,	and	the	life	was	the	light	of	
men.	[5]	The	light	shines	in	the	darkness,	and	the	darkness	has	not	overcome	it.	
	 [6]	There	was	a	man	sent	from	God,	whose	name	was	John.	[7]	He	came	as	a	witness,	to	
bear	witness	about	the	light,	that	all	might	believe	through	him.	[8]	He	was	not	the	light,	but	
came	to	bear	witness	about	the	light.	
	 [9]	The	 true	 light,	which	gives	 light	 to	everyone,	was	coming	 into	 the	world.	 [10]	He	
was	in	the	world,	and	the	world	was	made	through	him,	yet	the	world	did	not	know	him.	
[11]	 He	 came	 to	 his	 own,	 and	 his	 own	 people	 did	 not	 receive	 him.	 [12]	 But	 to	 all	who	 did	
receive	him,	who	believed	in	his	name,	he	gave	the	right	to	become	children	of	God,	[13]	who	
were	born,	not	of	blood	nor	of	the	will	of	the	flesh	nor	of	the	will	of	man,	but	of	God.	
	 [14]	And	the	Word	became	flesh	and	dwelt	among	us,	and	we	have	seen	his	glory,	
glory	as	of	 the	 only	 Son	 from	 the	 Father,	 full	 of	grace	and	 truth.	 [15]	 (John	bore	witness	
about	him,	and	cried	out,	“This	was	he	of	whom	I	said,	‘He	who	comes	after	me	ranks	before	
me,	because	he	was	before	me.’”)	[16]	For	from	his	fullness	we	have	all	received,	grace	upon	
grace.	[17]	For	the	law	was	given	through	Moses;	grace	and	truth	came	through	Jesus	Christ.	
[18]	No	one	has	ever	seen	God;	the	only	God,	who	is	at	the	Father's	side,	he	has	made	
him	known.	
	
1	Corinthians	8:5-6	
[5]	 For	 although	 there	may	 be	 so-called	 gods	 in	 heaven	 or	 on	 earth—as	 indeed	 there	 are	
many	“gods”	and	many	“lords”—[6]	yet	for	us	there	is	one	God,	the	Father,	from	whom	are	all	
things	and	 for	whom	we	exist,	and	one	Lord,	 Jesus	Christ,	 through	whom	are	all	 things	
and	through	whom	we	exist.	
	
Colossians	1:15-20	
[15]	He	 is	 the	 image	 of	 the	 invisible	 God,	 the	 firstborn	 of	 all	 creation.	 [16]	 For	by	 him	 all	
things	 were	 created,	 in	 heaven	 and	 on	 earth,	 visible	 and	 invisible,	 whether	 thrones	 or	
dominions	 or	 rulers	 or	 authorities—all	 things	were	 created	 through	 him	and	 for	 him.	 [17]	
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And	he	is	before	all	things,	and	in	him	all	things	hold	together.	[18]	And	he	is	the	head	of	the	
body,	the	church.	He	is	the	beginning,	the	firstborn	from	the	dead,	that	in	everything	he	might	
be	 preeminent.	 [19]	For	 in	 him	 all	 the	 fullness	 of	 God	 was	 pleased	 to	 dwell,	 [20]	 and	
through	him	to	reconcile	to	himself	all	things,	whether	on	earth	or	in	heaven,	making	peace	by	
the	blood	of	his	cross.	
	
Ephesians	3:7-12	
[7]	Of	this	gospel	I	was	made	a	minister	according	to	the	gift	of	God's	grace,	which	was	given	
me	by	the	working	of	his	power.	 [8]	To	me,	 though	I	am	the	very	 least	of	all	 the	saints,	 this	
grace	was	given,	to	preach	to	the	Gentiles	the	unsearchable	riches	of	Christ,	[9]	and	to	bring	to	
light	 for	 everyone	what	 is	 the	 plan	 of	 the	mystery	 hidden	 for	 ages	 in	 God,	who	 created	 all	
things,	 [10]	 so	 that	 through	 the	 church	 the	 manifold	 wisdom	 of	 God	 might	 now	 be	 made	
known	to	the	rulers	and	authorities	in	the	heavenly	places.	[11]	This	was	according	to	the	
eternal	 purpose	 that	 he	 has	 realized	 in	 Christ	 Jesus	 our	 Lord,	 [12]	 in	whom	we	 have	
boldness	and	access	with	confidence	through	our	faith	in	him.	
	
Hebrews	13:8	
[8]	Jesus	Christ	is	the	same	yesterday	and	today	and	forever.	
	
The	 Father,	 the	 Son,	 and	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 have	 existed	 in	 perfect	 communion	 with	 one	
another.	They	are	 the	 true	and	 living	God.	 Jesus	made	 this	 explicitly	 clear	 in	 the	book	of	
John.	
	
John	10:27-30,	37-38	
[27]	My	sheep	hear	my	voice,	and	I	know	them,	and	they	follow	me.	[28]	I	give	them	eternal	
life,	and	they	will	never	perish,	and	no	one	will	snatch	them	out	of	my	hand.	[29]	My	Father,	
who	has	given	them	to	me,	 is	greater	than	all,	and	no	one	 is	able	to	snatch	them	out	of	 the	
Father's	hand.	[30]	I	and	the	Father	are	one…	[37]	If	I	am	not	doing	the	works	of	my	Father,	
then	do	not	believe	me;	[38]	but	if	I	do	them,	even	though	you	do	not	believe	me,	believe	the	
works,	that	you	may	know	and	understand	that	the	Father	is	in	me	and	I	am	in	the	Father.”	
	
John	14:6-11	
[6]	 Jesus	said	to	him,	“I	am	the	way,	and	the	truth,	and	the	 life.	No	one	comes	to	the	Father	
except	 through	me.	 [7]	 If	 you	 had	 known	me,	 you	would	 have	 known	my	 Father	 also.	
From	now	on	you	do	know	him	and	have	seen	him.”	
	 [8]	Philip	said	to	him,	“Lord,	show	us	the	Father,	and	it	is	enough	for	us.”	[9]	Jesus	said	
to	him,	 “Have	 I	been	with	you	 so	 long,	and	you	 still	 do	not	know	me,	Philip?	Whoever	 has	
seen	me	has	seen	the	Father.	How	can	you	say,	‘Show	us	the	Father’?	[10]	Do	you	not	believe	
that	I	am	in	the	Father	and	the	Father	is	in	me?	The	words	that	I	say	to	you	I	do	not	speak	on	
my	own	authority,	but	the	Father	who	dwells	in	me	does	his	works.	[11]	Believe	me	that	I	am	
in	the	Father	and	the	Father	is	in	me,	or	else	believe	on	account	of	the	works	themselves.	
	
John	17:1-5	
[1]	When	Jesus	had	spoken	these	words,	he	lifted	up	his	eyes	to	heaven,	and	said,	“Father,	the	
hour	has	come;	glorify	your	Son	that	the	Son	may	glorify	you,	[2]	since	you	have	given	him	
authority	 over	all	 flesh,	 to	give	 eternal	 life	 to	all	whom	you	have	given	him.	 [3]	And	 this	 is	
eternal	life,	that	they	know	you,	the	only	true	God,	and	Jesus	Christ	whom	you	have	sent.	[4]	I	
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glorified	you	on	earth,	having	accomplished	the	work	that	you	gave	me	to	do.	 [5]	And	now,	
Father,	glorify	me	in	your	own	presence	with	the	glory	that	I	had	with	you	before	the	
world	existed.	
	
John	17:20-22	
[20]	“I	do	not	ask	for	these	only,	but	also	for	those	who	will	believe	in	me	through	their	word,	
[21]	that	they	may	all	be	one,	just	as	you,	Father,	are	in	me,	and	I	in	you,	that	they	also	may	
be	 in	us,	so	that	the	world	may	believe	that	you	have	sent	me.	[22]	The	glory	that	you	have	
given	me	I	have	given	to	them,	that	they	may	be	one	even	as	we	are	one,	
	
Matthew	11:27	
All	things	have	been	handed	over	to	me	by	my	Father,	and	no	one	knows	the	Son	except	the	
Father,	and	no	one	knows	the	Father	except	the	Son	and	anyone	to	whom	the	Son	chooses	to	
reveal	him.	
	
1	John	4:14-15	
[14]	 And	we	 have	 seen	 and	 testify	 that	 the	 Father	 has	 sent	 his	 Son	 to	 be	 the	 Savior	 of	 the	
world.	[15]	Whoever	confesses	that	Jesus	is	the	Son	of	God,	God	abides	in	him,	and	he	in	
God.	
	
2	John	7-9	
[7]	For	many	deceivers	have	gone	out	into	the	world,	those	who	do	not	confess	the	coming	of	
Jesus	Christ	in	the	flesh.	Such	a	one	is	the	deceiver	and	the	antichrist.	[8]	Watch	yourselves,	so	
that	you	may	not	lose	what	we	have	worked	for,	but	may	win	a	full	reward.	[9]	Everyone	who	
goes	 on	 ahead	 and	 does	 not	 abide	 in	 the	 teaching	 of	 Christ,	 does	 not	 have	 God.	Whoever	
abides	in	the	teaching	has	both	the	Father	and	the	Son.	
	

• Why	do	you	think	that	 it	 is	 important	 for	 Jesus	to	be	eternal,	 to	have	existed	from	
the	beginning?	Why	is	it	important	for	us	to	recognize	the	fact	that	Jesus	is	God	the	
Son?	(As	God,	he	has	authority	over	all	things.	As	God,	he	is	able	to	be	the	just	and	
the	justifier	of	sinners.)	

• In	what	ways	do	people	error	in	thinking	about	the	eternality	and	distinct	person	of	
Jesus?	How	do	these	scriptures	address	those	errors?	[Modelism	–	Jesus	the	same	as	
the	Father	–	The	Father	has	“sent”	Jesus	(John	17:21);	Mormonism	–	Jesus	created	–	
In	the	beginning	the	Word	was	with	God,	the	Word	was	God	(John	1:1)]	

• How	 should	 this	 affect	 the	 way	 I	 approach	 God	 in	 prayer?	 In	 his	 word?	 As	 the	
church?	(I	am	praying	to	the	creator	God,	eternal	and	mighty	in	power.	I	see	God’s	
perfect	unfolding	plan	from	eternity	past	in	his	word.	As	the	church,	we	must	keep	
our	doctrine	of	Christ	tight,	orthodox.)	

	
	
2)	The	Birth	of	Christ	
	
The	Scripture	teaches	“in	His	incarnation	as	Jesus	Christ	He	was	conceived	of	the	Holy	
Spirit	and	born	of	the	virgin	Mary.”	Jesus	is	God	incarnate.	The	Son	has	come	and	taken	
on	flesh,	and	is	both	fully	God	and	fully	man.	He	is	 like	us	in	every	way	(yet	without	sin),	
100%	man,	and	yet	he	is	still	100%	God.	This	is	a	sticking	point	for	those	who	will	deny	the	
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inerrancy	of	Scripture,	but	for	those	who	affirm	the	truthfulness	of	Scripture,	this	is	critical.	
This	was	predicted	by	the	prophets,	and	has	been	fulfilled	in	Christ.	
	
Isaiah	7:13-14	
[13]	And	he	said,	“Hear	then,	O	house	of	David!	Is	it	too	little	for	you	to	weary	men,	that	you	
weary	my	God	also?	[14]	Therefore	the	Lord	himself	will	give	you	a	sign.	Behold,	 the	virgin	
shall	conceive	and	bear	a	son,	and	shall	call	his	name	Immanuel.	
	
Matthew	1:18-25	
Now	 the	 birth	 of	 Jesus	 Christ	 took	 place	 in	 this	 way.	 When	 his	 mother	 Mary	 had	 been	
betrothed	 to	 Joseph,	before	 they	came	 together	she	was	 found	 to	 be	with	 child	 from	 the	
Holy	 Spirit.	 And	her	 husband	 Joseph,	 being	a	 just	man	and	unwilling	 to	 put	 her	 to	 shame,	
resolved	to	divorce	her	quietly.	But	as	he	considered	these	things,	behold,	an	angel	of	the	Lord	
appeared	to	him	in	a	dream,	saying,	“Joseph,	son	of	David,	do	not	fear	to	take	Mary	as	your	
wife,	for	that	which	is	conceived	in	her	is	from	the	Holy	Spirit.	She	will	bear	a	son,	and	you	
shall	call	his	name	Jesus,	for	he	will	save	his	people	from	their	sins.”	All	this	took	place	to	fulfill	
what	the	Lord	had	spoken	by	the	prophet:	“Behold,	 the	 virgin	 shall	 conceive	and	bear	a	
son,	 and	 they	 shall	 call	 his	 name	 Immanuel”	 (which	means,	God	with	us).	When	 Joseph	
woke	from	sleep,	he	did	as	the	angel	of	the	Lord	commanded	him:	he	took	his	wife,	but	knew	
her	not	until	she	had	given	birth	to	a	son.	And	he	called	his	name	Jesus.	
	
Luke	1:34-35	
[34]	And	Mary	said	to	the	angel,	 “How	will	 this	be,	since	I	am	a	virgin?”	[35]	And	the	angel	
answered	 her,	 “The	 Holy	 Spirit	 will	 come	 upon	 you,	 and	 the	 power	 of	 the	 Most	 High	 will	
overshadow	you;	therefore	the	child	to	be	born	will	be	called	holy—the	Son	of	God.	
	
In	the	incarnation,	Jesus	descended	from	the	Father’s	side,	and	took	on	human	flesh.	And	he	
did	not	do	this	in	a	glorious	or	boastful	way	even	by	human	standards,	but	was	born	into	a	
modest,	 poor	 family.	 He	 was	 born	 in	 the	 line	 of	 David,	 and	 he	 was	 born	 under	 the	 Old	
Testament	Law.	This	was	so	that	he	could	fulfill	the	righteous	commands	of	the	Law	for	us,	
the	Law	that	we	could	not	keep	and	the	Law	that	justly	reveals	our	sin	and	condemns	us	as	
law	breakers.	
	
2	Corinthians	8:9	
[9]	For	 you	know	 the	grace	of	our	Lord	 Jesus	Christ,	 that	 though	he	was	 rich,	 yet	 for	 your	
sake	he	became	poor,	so	that	you	by	his	poverty	might	become	rich.	
	
Galatians	4:4-5	
[4]	But	when	the	fullness	of	time	had	come,	God	sent	 forth	his	Son,	born	of	woman,	born	
under	 the	 law,	 [5]	 to	 redeem	 those	 who	 were	 under	 the	 law,	 so	 that	 we	 might	 receive	
adoption	as	sons.	
	

• Why	was	 it	 important	 for	 Jesus	 to	be	born	of	 a	 virgin?	 (Salvation	 comes	 from	 the	
Lord	–	this	was	miraculous.	Uniting	human	and	divine	–	fully	God	and	fully	man.	Did	
not	inherit	Adam’s	guilt.)	

• How	 should	 this	 affect	 the	 way	 I	 approach	 God	 in	 prayer?	 In	 his	 word?	 As	 the	
church?	(I	praise	God	 for	his	miraculous	work	 in	 the	virgin	birth.	 I	can	 look	to	his	
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Word	 and	 trust	 that	 it	 is	 true,	 even	 as	 we	 see	 miraculous	 signs	 and	 wonders	
recorded.	 As	 a	 church,	 we	 cannot	 shy	 away	 from	 this	 doctrine	 even	 as	 we	 are	
pressured	from	“modern”	thought.)	

	
	
3)	The	Life	of	Christ	
	
According	to	the	article,	in	the	life	of	Christ	we	see	“Jesus	perfectly	revealed	and	did	the	
will	of	God,	taking	upon	Himself	human	nature	with	its	demands	and	necessities	and	
identifying	Himself	completely	with	mankind	yet	without	sin.	He	honored	the	divine	
law	by	His	personal	obedience.”	Jesus	lived	a	perfect	life	under	the	weight	of	the	Law.	He	
lived	in	perfect	obedience,	never	sinning,	and	fully	submitting	to	the	will	of	the	Father	at	all	
times.	He	identified	with	humanity,	yet	he	did	this	without	succumbing	to	the	temptation	of	
sin.	He	came	into	the	world	to	save	the	world	from	sin	and	death.	
	
John	1:29-30	
[29]	The	next	day	[John]	saw	Jesus	coming	toward	him,	and	said,	“Behold,	the	Lamb	of	God,	
who	takes	away	the	sin	of	the	world!	[30]	This	is	he	of	whom	I	said,	‘After	me	comes	a	man	
who	ranks	before	me,	because	he	was	before	me.’	
	
Matthew	3:16-17	
And	 when	 Jesus	 was	 baptized,	 immediately	 he	 went	 up	 from	 the	 water,	 and	 behold,	 the	
heavens	were	opened	to	him,	and	he	saw	the	Spirit	of	God	descending	like	a	dove	and	coming	
to	rest	on	him;	and	behold,	a	voice	from	heaven	said,	“This	is	my	beloved	Son,	with	whom	I	
am	well	pleased.”	
	
Matthew	17:1-8	
[1]	And	after	six	days	Jesus	took	with	him	Peter	and	James,	and	John	his	brother,	and	led	them	
up	 a	 high	mountain	 by	 themselves.	 [2]	 And	 he	was	 transfigured	 before	 them,	 and	 his	 face	
shone	like	the	sun,	and	his	clothes	became	white	as	 light.	 [3]	And	behold,	there	appeared	to	
them	Moses	and	Elijah,	talking	with	him.	[4]	And	Peter	said	to	Jesus,	“Lord,	it	is	good	that	we	
are	here.	If	you	wish,	I	will	make	three	tents	here,	one	for	you	and	one	for	Moses	and	one	for	
Elijah.”	[5]	He	was	still	speaking	when,	behold,	a	bright	cloud	overshadowed	them,	and	a	voice	
from	the	cloud	said,	“This	is	my	beloved	Son,	with	whom	I	am	well	pleased;	listen	to	him.”	
[6]	When	the	disciples	heard	this,	they	fell	on	their	faces	and	were	terrified.	[7]	But	Jesus	came	
and	touched	them,	saying,	“Rise,	and	have	no	fear.”	[8]	And	when	they	lifted	up	their	eyes,	they	
saw	no	one	but	Jesus	only.	
	
During	his	earthly	ministry,	 Jesus	was	recognized	by	both	demons	and	by	men	as	divine,	
the	Son	of	God	–	by	demons	out	of	fear	because	they	knew	what	he	could	do;	by	men	out	of	
awe	because	they	saw	what	he	did.	
	
Matthew	8:28-29	
[28]	 And	 when	 he	 came	 to	 the	 other	 side,	 to	 the	 country	 of	 the	 Gadarenes,	 two	 demon-
possessed	men	met	him,	coming	out	of	the	tombs,	so	fierce	that	no	one	could	pass	that	way.	
[29]	And	behold,	 they	cried	out,	 “What	 have	 you	 to	 do	with	 us,	 O	 Son	 of	 God?	Have	you	
come	here	to	torment	us	before	the	time?”	
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Mark	3:11-12	
[11]	And	whenever	the	unclean	spirits	saw	him,	they	fell	down	before	him	and	cried	out,	“You	
are	the	Son	of	God.”	[12]	And	he	strictly	ordered	them	not	to	make	him	known.	
	
Luke	4:40-41	
[40]	Now	when	the	sun	was	setting,	all	those	who	had	any	who	were	sick	with	various	diseases	
brought	them	to	him,	and	he	laid	his	hands	on	every	one	of	them	and	healed	them.	[41]	And	
demons	also	came	out	of	many,	crying,	“You	are	the	Son	of	God!”	But	he	rebuked	them	and	
would	not	allow	them	to	speak,	because	they	knew	that	he	was	the	Christ.	
	
Matthew	14:26-27,	32-33	
[26]	But	when	the	disciples	saw	him	walking	on	the	sea,	they	were	terrified,	and	said,	“It	is	a	
ghost!”	 and	 they	 cried	 out	 in	 fear.	 [27]	But	 immediately	 Jesus	 spoke	 to	 them,	 saying,	 “Take	
heart;	it	is	I.	Do	not	be	afraid.”…	[32]	And	when	they	got	into	the	boat,	the	wind	ceased.	[33]	
And	those	in	the	boat	worshiped	him,	saying,	“Truly	you	are	the	Son	of	God.”	
	
Matthew	16:13-17	
[13]	Now	when	Jesus	came	into	the	district	of	Caesarea	Philippi,	he	asked	his	disciples,	“Who	
do	people	say	that	the	Son	of	Man	is?”	[14]	And	they	said,	“Some	say	John	the	Baptist,	others	
say	Elijah,	and	others	Jeremiah	or	one	of	the	prophets.”	[15]	He	said	to	them,	“But	who	do	you	
say	that	I	am?”	[16]	Simon	Peter	replied,	“You	are	 the	Christ,	 the	 Son	of	 the	 living	God.”	
[17]	And	Jesus	answered	him,	“Blessed	are	you,	Simon	Bar-Jonah!	For	flesh	and	blood	has	not	
revealed	this	to	you,	but	my	Father	who	is	in	heaven.	
	
John	11:25-27	
[25]	Jesus	said	to	her,	“I	am	the	resurrection	and	the	life.	Whoever	believes	in	me,	though	he	
die,	yet	shall	he	 live,	 [26]	and	everyone	who	 lives	and	believes	 in	me	shall	never	die.	Do	you	
believe	this?”	[27]	She	said	to	him,	“Yes,	Lord;	I	believe	that	you	are	the	Christ,	the	Son	of	
God,	who	is	coming	into	the	world.”	
	
Because	 Jesus	 lived	 a	 perfect	 life	 for	 us	 in	 the	 flesh,	 he	 stands	 in	 a	 unique	 place.	 As	 our	
divine	Lord	and	Savior,	he	still	can	sympathize	with	us	in	every	respect.	He	knows	what	it	is	
like	to	be	tempted,	he	knows	what	it	is	like	to	be	human,	and	he	knows	what	you	are	going	
through.	This	allows	us	to	rely	on	him	in	a	very	personal	way.	
	
Hebrews	4:14-15	
[14]	Since	 then	we	have	a	great	high	priest	who	has	passed	 through	the	heavens,	 Jesus,	 the	
Son	of	God,	 let	us	hold	 fast	our	confession.	 [15]	For	we	do	not	have	a	high	priest	who	 is	
unable	 to	 sympathize	 with	 our	 weaknesses,	 but	 one	 who	 in	 every	 respect	 has	 been	
tempted	as	we	are,	yet	without	sin.	
	
Through	Jesus’s	perfect	life	and	obedience,	we	have	fulfillment	of	the	law.	When	we	turn	to	
him	in	repentance	and	faith,	he	imputes	this	righteousness	to	us	so	we	are	justified	before	
God.	We	stand	before	God	only	because	of	the	righteous	obedience	of	our	savior.	
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• What	 about	 the	 life	 of	Christ	most	 convinces	 you	 that	he	 is	God	 the	 Son?	 (Perfect	
obedience,	miraculous	birth,	miracles	performed,	resurrection	from	the	dead.)	

• Why	does	it	matter	to	me	2000	years	later	that	Jesus	is	the	Son	of	God	who	lived	a	
perfect	life?	(Jesus	imputes	his	righteousness	to	his	children.	Jesus	inaugurated	the	
New	Covenant.	He	can	sympathize	with	us	in	our	condition.	Through	Jesus	example	
we	learn	what	it	means	to	please	God.)	

• How	 should	 this	 affect	 the	 way	 I	 approach	 God	 in	 prayer?	 In	 his	 word?	 As	 the	
church?	(I	can	pray	to	God	in	my	time	of	need,	knowing	that	he	understands	and	is	
there	 for	 me.	 I	 can	 see	 his	 example	 in	 his	 Word,	 understanding	 what	 perfect	
obedience	is	like.	As	the	church,	we	recognize	that	we	are	the	body	of	Christ,	and	we	
seek	to	live	a	life	of	holiness	and	obedience,	even	as	we	trust	in	his	perfect	life	as	our	
only	hope	of	righteousness.)	

	
	
4)	The	Death	of	Christ	
	
It	 is	 not	 only	 through	 the	 life	 of	 Christ	 that	 God	 extends	 his	 goodness	 to	 us,	 but	 the	
Scriptures	teach	that	through	the	death	of	Christ	we	are	redeemed,	our	sin	is	paid	for.	The	
article	 says,	 “in	 His	 substitutionary	 death	 on	 the	 cross	 He	 made	 provision	 for	 the	
redemption	of	men	 from	sin.”	It	 is	through	the	sacrificial	death	of	Christ	that	our	sin	is	
atoned	 for,	 that	 the	 wrath	 of	 the	 Father	 is	 satisfied	 against	 our	 disobedience.	 This	 was	
foretold	by	Isaiah.	
	
Isaiah	53:10-12	
[10]	Yet	it	was	the	will	of	the	LORD	to	crush	him;	he	has	put	him	to	grief;	when	his	soul	makes	
an	offering	for	guilt,	he	shall	see	his	offspring;	he	shall	prolong	his	days;	the	will	of	the	LORD	
shall	prosper	in	his	hand.	[11]	Out	of	the	anguish	of	his	soul	he	shall	see	and	be	satisfied;	by	
his	 knowledge	 shall	 the	 righteous	 one,	 my	 servant,	 make	 many	 to	 be	 accounted	
righteous,	and	he	shall	bear	their	iniquities.	[12]	Therefore	I	will	divide	him	a	portion	with	
the	many,	 and	 he	 shall	 divide	 the	 spoil	 with	 the	 strong,	 because	 he	 poured	 out	 his	 soul	 to	
death	and	was	numbered	with	the	transgressors;	yet	he	bore	the	sin	of	many,	and	makes	
intercession	for	the	transgressors.	
	
We	see	this	play	out	through	the	trial,	crucifixion,	death	and	burial	of	Jesus	in	the	pages	of	
the	four	gospels.	
	
Luke	22:66-71	
[66]	When	day	came,	 the	assembly	of	 the	elders	of	 the	people	gathered	 together,	both	chief	
priests	and	scribes.	And	they	led	him	away	to	their	council,	and	they	said,	[67]	“If	you	are	the	
Christ,	tell	us.”	But	he	said	to	them,	“If	I	tell	you,	you	will	not	believe,	[68]	and	if	I	ask	you,	you	
will	not	answer.	[69]	But	from	now	on	the	Son	of	Man	shall	be	seated	at	the	right	hand	of	the	
power	of	God.”	[70]	So	they	all	said,	“Are	you	the	Son	of	God,	then?”	And	he	said	to	them,	
“You	say	that	I	am.”	[71]	Then	they	said,	“What	further	testimony	do	we	need?	We	have	
heard	it	ourselves	from	his	own	lips.”	
	
Matthew	27	
The	trial,	crucifixion,	death,	and	burial	of	Christ	
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The	rest	of	the	New	Testament	unpacks	what	this	sacrificial	death	of	our	Lord	meant.	
	
Romans	3:23-26	
[23]	for	all	have	sinned	and	fall	short	of	the	glory	of	God,	[24]	and	are	justified	by	his	grace	as	
a	gift,	 through	 the	 redemption	 that	 is	 in	 Christ	 Jesus,	 [25]	whom	God	put	 forward	as	a	
propitiation	 by	 his	 blood,	 to	 be	 received	 by	 faith.	 This	 was	 to	 show	 God's	 righteousness,	
because	 in	 his	 divine	 forbearance	 he	 had	 passed	 over	 former	 sins.	 [26]	 It	 was	 to	 show	 his	
righteousness	at	the	present	time,	so	that	he	might	be	just	and	the	justifier	of	the	one	who	has	
faith	in	Jesus.	
	
Romans	5:6-8,	18-19	
[6]	For	while	we	were	still	weak,	at	the	right	time	Christ	died	 for	 the	ungodly.	[7]	For	one	
will	 scarcely	die	 for	a	righteous	person—though	perhaps	 for	a	good	person	one	would	dare	
even	to	die—[8]	but	God	shows	his	love	for	us	in	that	while	we	were	still	sinners,	Christ	died	
for	 us…	 [18]	 Therefore,	 as	 one	 trespass	 led	 to	 condemnation	 for	 all	 men,	 so	 one	 act	 of	
righteousness	 leads	 to	 justification	 and	 life	 for	 all	 men.	 [19]	 For	 as	 by	 the	 one	man's	
disobedience	the	many	were	made	sinners,	so	by	the	one	man's	obedience	the	many	will	be	
made	righteous.	
	
Romans	8:1-3	
[1]	There	is	therefore	now	no	condemnation	for	those	who	are	in	Christ	Jesus.	[2]	For	the	law	
of	the	Spirit	of	life	has	set	you	free	in	Christ	Jesus	from	the	law	of	sin	and	death.	[3]	For	God	
has	done	what	the	law,	weakened	by	the	flesh,	could	not	do.	By	sending	his	own	Son	in	the	
likeness	of	sinful	flesh	and	for	sin,	he	condemned	sin	in	the	flesh,	
	
This	is	held	up	as	the	climax,	the	focal	point	of	redemptive	history.	
	
1	Corinthians	2:2	
[2]	For	I	decided	to	know	nothing	among	you	except	Jesus	Christ	and	him	crucified.	
	
1	Corinthians	15:3-8	
[3]	For	I	delivered	to	you	as	of	first	importance	what	I	also	received:	that	Christ	died	for	our	
sins	in	accordance	with	the	Scriptures,	[4]	that	he	was	buried,	that	he	was	raised	on	the	
third	day	 in	accordance	with	the	Scriptures,	[5]	and	that	he	appeared	to	Cephas,	then	to	
the	 twelve.	 [6]	 Then	 he	 appeared	 to	more	 than	 five	 hundred	 brothers	 at	 one	 time,	most	 of	
whom	are	still	alive,	though	some	have	fallen	asleep.	[7]	Then	he	appeared	to	James,	then	to	
all	the	apostles.	[8]	Last	of	all,	as	to	one	untimely	born,	he	appeared	also	to	me.	
	
It	 is	 through	 this	 sacrificial	 death	 that	we	 can	 be	made	 right	 before	God.	 Jesus	 acts	 as	 a	
priest	on	our	behalf,	our	great	high	priest	who	paid	the	ultimate	price	once,	and	now	sits	
down.	
	
2	Corinthians	5:18-21	
[18]	All	this	is	from	God,	who	through	Christ	reconciled	us	to	himself	and	gave	us	the	ministry	
of	reconciliation;	[19]	that	is,	in	Christ	God	was	reconciling	the	world	to	himself,	not	counting	
their	 trespasses	 against	 them,	 and	 entrusting	 to	 us	 the	 message	 of	 reconciliation.	 [20]	
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Therefore,	we	are	ambassadors	for	Christ,	God	making	his	appeal	through	us.	We	implore	you	
on	behalf	 of	 Christ,	 be	 reconciled	 to	God.	 [21]	For	 our	 sake	 he	made	 him	 to	 be	 sin	who	
knew	no	sin,	so	that	in	him	we	might	become	the	righteousness	of	God.	
	
Psalm	110:1-4	
[1]	 The	 LORD	 says	 to	 my	 Lord:	 “Sit	 at	 my	 right	 hand,	 until	 I	 make	 your	 enemies	 your	
footstool.”	[2]	The	LORD	sends	forth	from	Zion	your	mighty	scepter.	Rule	in	the	midst	of	your	
enemies!	 [3]	 Your	 people	 will	 offer	 themselves	 freely	 on	 the	 day	 of	 your	 power,	 in	 holy	
garments;	from	the	womb	of	the	morning,	the	dew	of	your	youth	will	be	yours.	[4]	The	LORD	
has	 sworn	 and	 will	 not	 change	 his	 mind,	 “You	 are	 a	 priest	 forever	 after	 the	 order	 of	
Melchizedek.”	
	
Hebrews	7:15-22	
[15]	 This	 becomes	 even	 more	 evident	 when	 another	 priest	 arises	 in	 the	 likeness	 of	
Melchizedek,	[16]	who	has	become	a	priest,	not	on	the	basis	of	a	legal	requirement	concerning	
bodily	descent,	but	by	the	power	of	an	indestructible	life.	[17]	For	it	is	witnessed	of	him,	“You	
are	a	priest	forever,	after	the	order	of	Melchizedek.”	
	 [18]	For	on	the	one	hand,	a	former	commandment	is	set	aside	because	of	its	weakness	
and	uselessness	[19]	(for	the	law	made	nothing	perfect);	but	on	the	other	hand,	a	better	hope	
is	introduced,	through	which	we	draw	near	to	God.	

[20]	 And	 it	 was	 not	 without	 an	 oath.	 For	 those	 who	 formerly	 became	 priests	 were	
made	such	without	an	oath,	[21]	but	this	one	was	made	a	priest	with	an	oath	by	the	one	who	
said	to	him:	“The	Lord	has	sworn	and	will	not	change	his	mind,	‘You	are	a	priest	forever.’”	[22]	
This	makes	Jesus	the	guarantor	of	a	better	covenant.	

	
• Who	was	Melchizedek?	Why	 does	 this	matter?	 How	 is	 Jesus	 a	 priest	 in	 line	with	

him?	
	
Hebrews	9:11-15	
[11]	 But	 when	 Christ	 appeared	 as	 a	 high	 priest	 of	 the	 good	 things	 that	 have	 come,	 then	
through	the	greater	and	more	perfect	tent	(not	made	with	hands,	that	is,	not	of	this	creation)	
[12]	he	entered	once	for	all	into	the	holy	places,	not	by	means	of	the	blood	of	goats	and	calves	
but	by	means	of	his	own	blood,	thus	securing	an	eternal	redemption.	[13]	For	if	the	blood	
of	goats	and	bulls,	and	the	sprinkling	of	defiled	persons	with	the	ashes	of	a	heifer,	sanctify	for	
the	purification	of	 the	 flesh,	 [14]	how	much	more	will	 the	blood	of	Christ,	who	 through	 the	
eternal	Spirit	offered	himself	without	blemish	to	God,	purify	our	conscience	from	dead	works	
to	serve	the	living	God.	
	 [15]	Therefore	he	is	the	mediator	of	a	new	covenant,	so	that	those	who	are	called	may	
receive	the	promised	eternal	inheritance,	since	a	death	has	occurred	 that	redeems	 them	
from	the	transgressions	committed	under	the	first	covenant.	
	
1	Peter	2:21-24	
[21]	 For	 to	 this	 you	 have	 been	 called,	 because	 Christ	 also	 suffered	 for	 you,	 leaving	 you	 an	
example,	so	that	you	might	follow	in	his	steps.	 [22]	He	committed	no	sin,	neither	was	deceit	
found	in	his	mouth.	[23]	When	he	was	reviled,	he	did	not	revile	in	return;	when	he	suffered,	he	
did	not	threaten,	but	continued	entrusting	himself	to	him	who	judges	justly.	[24]	He	himself	
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bore	our	sins	in	his	body	on	the	tree,	that	we	might	die	to	sin	and	live	to	righteousness.	
By	his	wounds	you	have	been	healed.	
	
1	John	1:7-9	
[7]	But	if	we	walk	in	the	light,	as	he	is	in	the	light,	we	have	fellowship	with	one	another,	and	
the	blood	of	Jesus	his	Son	cleanses	us	from	all	sin.	[8]	If	we	say	we	have	no	sin,	we	deceive	
ourselves,	and	the	truth	is	not	in	us.	[9]	If	we	confess	our	sins,	he	is	faithful	and	just	to	forgive	
us	our	sins	and	to	cleanse	us	from	all	unrighteousness.	
	

• Why	was	the	death	of	Christ	necessary?	
• To	whom	is	the	atoning	sacrificial	death	applied?	All	mankind?	(The	elect.	All	who	

repent	of	their	sin	and	turn	to	Christ	by	faith.	All	mankind	died	in	Adam;	all	in	Christ	
are	made	alive.)	

• How	 should	 this	 affect	 the	 way	 I	 approach	 God	 in	 prayer?	 In	 his	 word?	 As	 the	
church?	 (I	 am	 prayerfully	 broken	 before	 God,	 realizing	 that	 my	 sin	 has	 required	
Jesus	to	absorb	God’s	wrath	for	me.	I	am	thankful,	and	it	drives	me	to	love	and	trust	
him.	I	see	in	his	Word	all	the	ways	that	the	OT	sacrificial	system	pointed	to	Christ,	
and	I	see	 in	his	death	the	fulfillment	of	 these	shadows.	As	a	church,	we	remember	
his	death	until	he	comes	again.)	

	
	
5)	The	Resurrection	and	Ascension	of	Christ	
	
As	Christians,	this	is	the	best	news	in	the	world.	According	to	the	article,	“He	was	raised	
from	the	dead	with	a	glorified	body	and	appeared	to	His	disciples	as	the	person	who	
was	with	them	before	His	crucifixion.	He	ascended	into	heaven	and	is	now	exalted	at	
the	right	hand	of	God	where	He	is	 the	One	Mediator,	 fully	God,	 fully	man,	 in	whose	
Person	 is	 effected	 the	 reconciliation	between	God	and	man.”	Christ	defeated	sin	and	
death.	It	did	not	hold	him,	but	he	was	raised	on	the	third	day	according	to	the	Scriptures.	
Therefore,	we	do	no	serve	someone	who	is	dead,	but	rather	we	serve	a	living	Lord.	Unlike	
any	other	religion,	we	serve	 the	 true	and	 living	God,	and	 the	author	and	perfecter	of	our	
faith	 is	 alive	 and	 reigning.	 Just	 like	 we	 talked	 about	 in	 our	 class	 this	 summer,	 the	
resurrection	 is	 the	 linchpin	on	which	all	of	Christianity	hinges.	Without	 the	 resurrection,	
we	do	not	have	anything.	But	because	Jesus	has	risen,	because	he	appeared	and	is	verifiably	
alive,	we	have	confidence	that	all	he	said	was	true.	We	have	confidence	that	he	is	the	true	
Lord	of	all,	and	one	day	we	will	be	with	him.	We	see	the	resurrection	accounts	in	Scripture.	
	
Matthew	28:1-6	
[1]	Now	after	the	Sabbath,	toward	the	dawn	of	the	first	day	of	the	week,	Mary	Magdalene	and	
the	other	Mary	went	 to	 see	 the	 tomb.	 [2]	And	behold,	 there	was	a	great	earthquake,	 for	an	
angel	of	the	Lord	descended	from	heaven	and	came	and	rolled	back	the	stone	and	sat	on	it.	[3]	
His	appearance	was	like	lightning,	and	his	clothing	white	as	snow.	[4]	And	for	fear	of	him	the	
guards	trembled	and	became	like	dead	men.	[5]	But	the	angel	said	to	the	women,	“Do	not	be	
afraid,	for	I	know	that	you	seek	Jesus	who	was	crucified.	[6]	He	is	not	here,	for	he	has	
risen,	as	he	said.	Come,	see	the	place	where	he	lay.	
	
Luke	24:44-48	
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[44]	Then	he	said	to	them,	“These	are	my	words	that	I	spoke	to	you	while	I	was	still	with	you,	
that	everything	written	about	me	in	the	Law	of	Moses	and	the	Prophets	and	the	Psalms	must	
be	fulfilled.”	[45]	Then	he	opened	their	minds	to	understand	the	Scriptures,	 [46]	and	said	to	
them,	“Thus	it	is	written,	that	the	Christ	should	suffer	and	on	the	third	day	rise	from	the	
dead,	[47]	and	that	repentance	for	the	forgiveness	of	sins	should	be	proclaimed	in	his	name	to	
all	nations,	beginning	from	Jerusalem.	[48]	You	are	witnesses	of	these	things.	
	
John	16:28	
[28]	I	came	from	the	Father	and	have	come	into	the	world,	and	now	I	am	leaving	the	world	
and	going	to	the	Father.”	
	
John	20	
The	resurrection	of	Jesus	
	
Acts	2:22-24	
[22]	“Men	of	Israel,	hear	these	words:	 Jesus	of	Nazareth,	a	man	attested	to	you	by	God	with	
mighty	 works	 and	 wonders	 and	 signs	 that	 God	 did	 through	 him	 in	 your	 midst,	 as	 you	
yourselves	 know—[23]	 this	 Jesus,	 delivered	 up	 according	 to	 the	 definite	 plan	 and	
foreknowledge	of	God,	you	crucified	and	killed	by	the	hands	of	lawless	men.	[24]	God	raised	
him	up,	loosing	the	pangs	of	death,	because	it	was	not	possible	for	him	to	be	held	by	it.	
	
Romans	1:1-4	
[1]	Paul,	a	servant	of	Christ	Jesus,	called	to	be	an	apostle,	set	apart	for	the	gospel	of	God,	[2]	
which	he	promised	beforehand	through	his	prophets	in	the	holy	Scriptures,	[3]	concerning	his	
Son,	who	was	descended	from	David	according	to	the	flesh	[4]	and	was	declared	to	be	the	
Son	of	God	in	power	according	to	the	Spirit	of	holiness	by	his	resurrection	from	the	dead,	
Jesus	Christ	our	Lord,	
	
Jesus	was	not	just	raised	from	the	dead,	but	after	appearing	to	many,	he	ascended	back	into	
heaven.	 He	 now	 sits	 at	 the	 right	 hand	 of	 the	 Father,	 ruling	 and	 reigning	 even	 now.	 He	
intercedes	for	us	as	our	great	high	priest.	
	
Acts	1:6-11	
[6]	So	when	they	had	come	together,	they	asked	him,	“Lord,	will	you	at	this	time	restore	the	
kingdom	to	Israel?”	[7]	He	said	to	them,	“It	 is	not	for	you	to	know	times	or	seasons	that	the	
Father	has	fixed	by	his	own	authority.	[8]	But	you	will	receive	power	when	the	Holy	Spirit	has	
come	upon	you,	and	you	will	be	my	witnesses	in	Jerusalem	and	in	all	Judea	and	Samaria,	and	
to	the	end	of	the	earth.”	[9]	And	when	he	had	said	these	things,	as	they	were	looking	on,	
he	was	lifted	up,	and	a	cloud	took	him	out	of	their	sight.	[10]	And	while	they	were	gazing	
into	heaven	as	he	went,	behold,	two	men	stood	by	them	in	white	robes,	[11]	and	said,	“Men	of	
Galilee,	why	do	you	stand	 looking	 into	heaven?	This	 Jesus,	who	was	 taken	up	 from	you	 into	
heaven,	will	come	in	the	same	way	as	you	saw	him	go	into	heaven.”	
	
Acts	7:54-56	
[54]	Now	when	 they	heard	 these	 things	 they	were	 enraged,	 and	 they	ground	 their	 teeth	at	
him.	 [55]	But	 [Stephen],	 full	of	 the	Holy	Spirit,	gazed	 into	heaven	and	saw	the	glory	of	God,	
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and	Jesus	standing	at	 the	right	hand	of	God.	 [56]	And	he	said,	“Behold,	I	see	the	heavens	
opened,	and	the	Son	of	Man	standing	at	the	right	hand	of	God.”	
	
Acts	9:3-5	
[3]	Now	as	he	went	on	his	way,	he	approached	Damascus,	and	suddenly	a	light	from	heaven	
shone	around	him.	[4]	And	falling	to	the	ground,	he	heard	a	voice	saying	to	him,	“Saul,	Saul,	
why	are	you	persecuting	me?”	[5]	And	he	said,	“Who	are	you,	Lord?”	And	he	said,	“I	am	Jesus,	
whom	you	are	persecuting.	
	
Acts	9:19-20	
For	 some	 days	 he	 was	 with	 the	 disciples	 at	 Damascus.	 [20]	 And	 immediately	 [Paul]	
proclaimed	Jesus	in	the	synagogues,	saying,	“He	is	the	Son	of	God.”	
	
Romans	8:34	
Christ	Jesus	is	the	one	who	died—more	than	that,	who	was	raised—who	is	at	the	right	hand	
of	God,	who	indeed	is	interceding	for	us.	
	
Philippians	2:5-11	
[5]	Have	this	mind	among	yourselves,	which	is	yours	in	Christ	Jesus,	[6]	who,	though	he	was	in	
the	 form	 of	 God,	 did	 not	 count	 equality	 with	 God	 a	 thing	 to	 be	 grasped,	 [7]	but	 emptied	
himself,	by	taking	the	form	of	a	servant,	being	born	in	the	likeness	of	men.	[8]	And	being	
found	 in	human	form,	he	humbled	himself	by	becoming	obedient	to	the	point	of	death,	even	
death	on	a	 cross.	 [9]	Therefore	God	has	highly	 exalted	him	and	bestowed	on	him	 the	name	
that	is	above	every	name,	[10]	so	that	at	the	name	of	Jesus	every	knee	should	bow,	in	heaven	
and	on	earth	and	under	the	earth,	[11]	and	every	tongue	confess	that	Jesus	Christ	is	Lord,	
to	the	glory	of	God	the	Father.	
	
1	Timothy	2:5-6	
[5]	For	there	is	one	God,	and	there	is	one	mediator	between	God	and	men,	the	man	Christ	
Jesus,	 [6]	who	gave	himself	as	a	 ransom	 for	all,	which	 is	 the	 testimony	given	at	 the	proper	
time.	
	
1	Timothy	3:16	
[16]	Great	indeed,	we	confess,	 is	the	mystery	of	godliness:	He	was	manifested	 in	 the	 flesh,	
vindicated	 by	 the	 Spirit,	 seen	 by	 angels,	 proclaimed	 among	 the	 nations,	 believed	 on	 in	 the	
world,	taken	up	in	glory.	
	
Hebrews	12:1-2	
[1]	Therefore,	since	we	are	surrounded	by	so	great	a	cloud	of	witnesses,	 let	us	also	lay	aside	
every	weight,	and	sin	which	clings	so	closely,	and	let	us	run	with	endurance	the	race	that	is	set	
before	us,	[2]	looking	to	Jesus,	the	founder	and	perfecter	of	our	faith,	who	for	the	joy	that	
was	set	before	him	endured	the	cross,	despising	the	shame,	and	is	seated	at	the	right	hand	of	
the	throne	of	God.	
	

• Why	does	it	matter	that	Jesus	rose	from	the	grave?	What	do	we	lose	if	we	lose	the	
resurrection?	
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• We	say	that	Jesus	rules	and	reigns	even	now	at	the	right	hand	of	the	Father,	but	we	
still	see	terrible	things	in	the	world.	How	does	this	work	itself	out?	In	what	way	does	
he	rule	now?	In	what	way	will	this	change?	

• How	 should	 this	 affect	 the	 way	 I	 approach	 God	 in	 prayer?	 In	 his	 word?	 As	 the	
church?	(I	pray	to	the	Father	through	the	risen	Lord.	He	is	there	interceding	for	me.	I	
see	 God’s	 power	 over	 death	 in	 his	Word,	 and	 I	 anticipate	 this	 same	 power	 as	 he	
rules	over	sin	and	death,	knowing	one	day	we	will	be	like	him	in	glorified	bodies.	As	
the	 church,	we	 celebrate	 this	 resurrection	 through	 the	 new	 life	we	 experience	 as	
Christians,	and	we	portray	this	through	baptism.)	

	
	
6)	The	Return	of	Christ	
	
Christ	has	not	left	us	forever,	but	he	has	promised	to	return.	He	came	as	God	incarnate	the	
first	 time	 to	 reveal	 to	 us	 the	will	 of	 the	 Father	 and	 to	 redeem	 us	 from	 sin.	 He	 comes	 a	
second	time	to	judge	the	world	and	make	all	things	new.	The	article	says,	“He	will	return	
in	power	and	glory	to	judge	the	world	and	to	consummate	His	redemptive	mission.”	
Jesus	has	been	given	all	authority	on	earth,	and	when	he	returns	it	will	be	a	terrifying	day.	
Those	not	found	in	Christ	will	be	judged	for	their	sin.	Those	found	united	to	him	through	
faith	will	live	with	him	for	eternity.	Jesus	talks	to	this	directly	in	his	Word.	
	
Matthew	16:26-27	
[26]	For	what	will	 it	profit	a	man	if	he	gains	the	whole	world	and	forfeits	his	soul?	Or	what	
shall	a	man	give	in	return	for	his	soul?	[27]	For	the	Son	of	Man	is	going	to	come	with	his	
angels	in	the	glory	of	his	Father,	and	then	he	will	repay	each	person	according	to	what	he	
has	done.	
	
John	12:44-50	
[44]	And	Jesus	cried	out	and	said,	“Whoever	believes	in	me,	believes	not	in	me	but	in	him	who	
sent	me.	[45]	And	whoever	sees	me	sees	him	who	sent	me.	[46]	I	have	come	into	the	world	
as	light,	so	that	whoever	believes	in	me	may	not	remain	in	darkness.	[47]	If	anyone	hears	my	
words	and	does	not	keep	them,	I	do	not	judge	him;	for	I	did	not	come	to	judge	the	world	but	to	
save	the	world.	[48]	The	one	who	rejects	me	and	does	not	receive	my	words	has	a	judge;	
the	word	that	I	have	spoken	will	judge	him	on	the	last	day.	[49]	For	I	have	not	spoken	on	
my	own	authority,	but	the	Father	who	sent	me	has	himself	given	me	a	commandment—what	
to	say	and	what	to	speak.	[50]	And	I	know	that	his	commandment	is	eternal	life.	What	I	say,	
therefore,	I	say	as	the	Father	has	told	me.”	
	
1	Corinthians	15:24-28	
[24]	Then	comes	 the	end,	when	he	delivers	 the	kingdom	 to	God	 the	Father	after	destroying	
every	 rule	 and	 every	 authority	 and	 power.	 [25]	 For	 he	must	 reign	 until	 he	 has	 put	 all	 his	
enemies	under	his	feet.	[26]	The	last	enemy	to	be	destroyed	is	death.	[27]	For	“God	has	put	all	
things	in	subjection	under	his	feet.”	But	when	it	says,	“all	things	are	put	in	subjection,”	it	is	
plain	that	he	is	excepted	who	put	all	things	in	subjection	under	him.	[28]	When	all	things	are	
subjected	 to	 him,	 then	 the	 Son	 himself	 will	 also	 be	 subjected	 to	 him	who	 put	 all	 things	 in	
subjection	under	him,	that	God	may	be	all	in	all.	
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1	Thessalonians	4:14-18	
[14]	For	 since	we	believe	 that	 Jesus	died	and	 rose	again,	 even	 so,	 through	 Jesus,	 God	will	
bring	with	him	 those	who	have	 fallen	asleep.	 [15]	For	this	we	declare	to	you	by	a	word	
from	 the	 Lord,	 that	 we	 who	 are	 alive,	 who	 are	 left	 until	 the	 coming	 of	 the	 Lord,	 will	 not	
precede	those	who	have	fallen	asleep.	[16]	For	the	Lord	himself	will	descend	from	heaven	
with	 a	 cry	 of	 command,	 with	 the	 voice	 of	 an	 archangel,	 and	 with	 the	 sound	 of	 the	
trumpet	of	God.	And	the	dead	in	Christ	will	rise	first.	[17]	Then	we	who	are	alive,	who	
are	left,	will	be	caught	up	together	with	them	in	the	clouds	to	meet	the	Lord	in	the	air,	
and	so	we	will	always	be	with	the	Lord.	[18]	Therefore	encourage	one	another	with	these	
words.	
	
As	Christians,	we	 should	 be	 eagerly	 awaiting	 the	 return	 of	 our	 Lord.	 This	will	 be	 a	 time	
when	every	tear	will	be	wiped	away,	and	sin	and	death	will	be	no	more.	We	have	a	blessed	
hope,	as	sure	thing.	
	
Titus	2:11-14	
[11]	For	the	grace	of	God	has	appeared,	bringing	salvation	for	all	people,	[12]	training	us	to	
renounce	ungodliness	and	worldly	passions,	and	to	live	self-controlled,	upright,	and	godly	lives	
in	the	present	age,	[13]	waiting	for	our	blessed	hope,	 the	appearing	of	 the	glory	of	our	
great	 God	 and	 Savior	 Jesus	 Christ,	 [14]	 who	 gave	 himself	 for	 us	 to	 redeem	 us	 from	 all	
lawlessness	and	to	purify	for	himself	a	people	for	his	own	possession	who	are	zealous	for	good	
works.	
	
Hebrews	9:24-28	
[24]	For	Christ	has	entered,	not	into	holy	places	made	with	hands,	which	are	copies	of	the	true	
things,	but	 into	heaven	 itself,	now	to	appear	 in	 the	presence	of	God	on	our	behalf.	 [25]	Nor	
was	 it	 to	 offer	 himself	 repeatedly,	 as	 the	 high	priest	 enters	 the	 holy	 places	 every	 year	with	
blood	not	his	own,	[26]	for	then	he	would	have	had	to	suffer	repeatedly	since	the	foundation	of	
the	world.	But	as	it	is,	he	has	appeared	once	for	all	at	the	end	of	the	ages	to	put	away	sin	by	
the	 sacrifice	 of	 himself.	 [27]	And	 just	 as	 it	 is	 appointed	 for	man	 to	die	 once,	 and	after	 that	
comes	judgment,	[28]	so	Christ,	having	been	offered	once	to	bear	the	sins	of	many,	will	
appear	a	second	time,	not	to	deal	with	sin	but	to	save	those	who	are	eagerly	waiting	
for	him.	
	
On	that	day,	we	will	have	glorified	bodies.	We	will	not	be	fighting	the	sting	of	old	age,	or	of	
painful	imperfections,	but	we	will	be	like	him.	
	
1	John	3:2	
[2]	Beloved,	we	are	God's	 children	now,	and	what	we	will	 be	has	not	 yet	appeared;	 but	we	
know	that	when	he	appears	we	shall	be	like	him,	because	we	shall	see	him	as	he	is.	
	
Revelation	1:12-18	
[12]	Then	I	turned	to	see	the	voice	that	was	speaking	to	me,	and	on	turning	I	saw	seven	golden	
lampstands,	 [13]	and	 in	 the	midst	of	 the	 lampstands	one	 like	a	son	 of	man,	 clothed	with	a	
long	robe	and	with	a	golden	sash	around	his	chest.	[14]	The	hairs	of	his	head	were	white,	like	
white	 wool,	 like	 snow.	 His	 eyes	 were	 like	 a	 flame	 of	 fire,	 [15]	 his	 feet	 were	 like	 burnished	
bronze,	refined	in	a	furnace,	and	his	voice	was	like	the	roar	of	many	waters.	[16]	In	his	right	
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hand	he	held	seven	stars,	from	his	mouth	came	a	sharp	two-edged	sword,	and	his	face	was	like	
the	sun	shining	in	full	strength.	
	 [17]	When	I	saw	him,	I	fell	at	his	feet	as	though	dead.	But	he	laid	his	right	hand	on	me,	
saying,	“Fear	not,	I	am	the	first	and	the	last,	[18]	and	the	living	one.	I	died,	and	behold	I	
am	alive	forevermore,	and	I	have	the	keys	of	Death	and	Hades.	
	
I	want	to	close	with	the	account	that	John	gives	in	Revelation	5.	This	covers	it	all.	We	see	
Christ	as	the	Lord,	the	one	who	lived	a	perfect	life	among	us,	died	a	sacrificial	death	for	us,	
live	and	reigns	over	us,	and	is	coming	again	to	save	us.	
	
Revelation	5	
[1]	Then	I	saw	in	the	right	hand	of	him	who	was	seated	on	the	throne	a	scroll	written	within	
and	on	the	back,	sealed	with	seven	seals.	[2]	And	I	saw	a	mighty	angel	proclaiming	with	a	loud	
voice,	“Who	is	worthy	to	open	the	scroll	and	break	its	seals?”	[3]	And	no	one	in	heaven	or	on	
earth	or	under	the	earth	was	able	to	open	the	scroll	or	to	look	into	it,	[4]	and	I	began	to	weep	
loudly	because	no	one	was	found	worthy	to	open	the	scroll	or	to	look	into	it.	[5]	And	one	of	the	
elders	 said	 to	me,	 “Weep	 no	more;	 behold,	 the	 Lion	 of	 the	 tribe	 of	 Judah,	 the	 Root	 of	
David,	has	conquered,	so	that	he	can	open	the	scroll	and	its	seven	seals.”	
	 [6]	And	between	the	throne	and	the	four	living	creatures	and	among	the	elders	I	saw	
a	Lamb	standing,	as	though	it	had	been	slain,	with	seven	horns	and	with	seven	eyes,	which	
are	the	seven	spirits	of	God	sent	out	into	all	the	earth.	[7]	And	he	went	and	took	the	scroll	from	
the	right	hand	of	him	who	was	seated	on	the	throne.	[8]	And	when	he	had	taken	the	scroll,	the	
four	 living	 creatures	 and	 the	 twenty-four	 elders	 fell	 down	before	 the	 Lamb,	 each	holding	a	
harp,	and	golden	bowls	full	of	incense,	which	are	the	prayers	of	the	saints.	[9]	And	they	sang	a	
new	song,	saying,	“Worthy	are	you	to	take	the	scroll	and	to	open	its	seals,	for	you	were	
slain,	and	by	your	blood	you	ransomed	people	for	God	from	every	tribe	and	language	
and	people	and	nation,	[10]	and	you	have	made	them	a	kingdom	and	priests	to	our	God,	and	
they	shall	reign	on	the	earth.”	
	 [11]	Then	 I	 looked,	 and	 I	 heard	 around	 the	 throne	 and	 the	 living	 creatures	 and	 the	
elders	the	voice	of	many	angels,	numbering	myriads	of	myriads	and	thousands	of	thousands,	
[12]	 saying	 with	 a	 loud	 voice,	 “Worthy	 is	 the	 Lamb	 who	 was	 slain,	 to	 receive	 power	 and	
wealth	and	wisdom	and	might	and	honor	and	glory	and	blessing!”	
	 [13]	And	I	heard	every	creature	in	heaven	and	on	earth	and	under	the	earth	and	in	the	
sea,	and	all	that	is	in	them,	saying,	“To	him	who	sits	on	the	throne	and	to	the	Lamb	be	blessing	
and	 honor	 and	 glory	 and	might	 forever	 and	 ever!”	 [14]	 And	 the	 four	 living	 creatures	 said,	
“Amen!”	and	the	elders	fell	down	and	worshiped.	
	
Revelation	12:10-11	
[10]	And	I	heard	a	loud	voice	in	heaven,	saying,	“Now	the	salvation	and	the	power	and	the	
kingdom	 of	 our	 God	 and	 the	 authority	 of	 his	 Christ	 have	 come,	 for	 the	accuser	 of	 our	
brothers	has	been	thrown	down,	who	accuses	 them	day	and	night	before	our	God.	 [11]	And	
they	have	 conquered	him	by	 the	blood	of	 the	Lamb	and	by	 the	word	of	 their	 testimony,	 for	
they	loved	not	their	lives	even	unto	death.	
	
Revelation	19:6-7	
[6]	 Then	 I	 heard	what	 seemed	 to	 be	 the	 voice	 of	 a	 great	multitude,	 like	 the	 roar	 of	many	
waters	and	like	the	sound	of	mighty	peals	of	thunder,	crying	out,	“Hallelujah!	For	the	Lord	our	
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God	 the	 Almighty	 reigns.	 [7]	 Let	 us	 rejoice	 and	 exult	 and	 give	 him	 the	 glory,	 for	 the	
marriage	of	the	Lamb	has	come,	and	his	Bride	has	made	herself	ready;	
	

• How	should	we	think	about	the	End	Times?	What	should	our	focus	be?	
• How	 should	 this	 affect	 the	 way	 I	 approach	 God	 in	 prayer?	 In	 his	 word?	 As	 the	

church?	(I	should	pray	expectantly,	eagerly	awaiting	his	return.	 I	should	see	 in	his	
Word	 how	 he	 expects	 his	 children	 to	 behave	 in	 light	 of	 his	 second	 coming.	 As	 a	
church,	this	should	cause	us	to	loudly	and	excitedly	proclaim	the	gospel.	

	
	
HOW	SHOULD	I	RESPOND?	
	
God	has	revealed	himself	as	a	triune	God,	and	the	second	person	of	the	Godhead	is	God	the	
Son,	 Jesus.	 Jesus	 is	 the	 eternal	 Son,	 fully	God,	 begotten	not	made.	He	 came	 to	us	 as	 fully	
man,	lived	a	perfect	life	among	us,	died	a	sacrificial	death	for	us,	rose	back	to	life	and	now	
rules	as	the	right	hand	of	the	Father.	One	day	he	will	return	to	judge	the	world	and	dwell	
with	his	people	for	ever.	
	
A)	What	difference	does	 this	make	 in	my	 life?	How	should	my	 life	 look	because	of	 these	
truths?	
	
B)	What	changes	do	I	need	to	make	because	of	these	truths?	
	
C)	How	can	I	share	these	truths	with	family,	friends,	or	neighbors?	
	
	
HOMEWORK	
	
For	next	week,	read	Article	2C	and	all	of	the	associated	scriptures	with	this	article.	


