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BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE 2000 
Article II – God 
	
There	 is	 one	 and	 only	 one	 living	 and	 true	 God.	 He	 is	 an	 intelligent,	 spiritual,	 and	
personal	Being,	the	Creator,	Redeemer,	Preserver,	and	Ruler	of	the	universe.	God	is	
infinite	in	holiness	and	all	other	perfections.	God	is	all	powerful	and	all	knowing;	and	
His	perfect	knowledge	extends	to	all	things,	past,	present,	and	future,	 including	the	
future	decisions	of	His	 free	 creatures.	To	Him	we	owe	 the	highest	 love,	 reverence,	
and	obedience.	The	eternal	triune	God	reveals	Himself	to	us	as	Father,	Son,	and	Holy	
Spirit,	with	distinct	personal	attributes,	but	without	division	of	nature,	 essence,	or	
being.	
	
The	 second	article	 in	 the	Baptist	Faith	and	Message	 is	on	God.	The	most	 critical	piece	of	
knowledge	that	we	as	humans	can	obtain	 is	 the	knowledge	of	God.	We	established	 in	the	
first	article	that	God	has	revealed	himself	to	us	in	the	Scriptures.	Proverbs	1	says	that	the	
“fear	of	the	Lord	is	the	beginning	of	knowledge.”	(Proverbs	1:7)	Without	the	Bible	revealing	
who	God	is,	we	would	not	know	him.	But	with	this	revelation,	we	can	know	him	in	a	real	
and	personal	way.	
	
It	is	to	His	Word	that	we	turn	to	learn	about	him.	We	want	this	to	guide	and	direct	how	we	
think	about	him.	People	can	get	a	distorted	view	about	God,	essentially	warping	their	view	
of	him	to	fit	what	they	would	want.	They	might	want	a	God	who	doesn’t	really	care	all	that	
much	about	sin,	gets	along	with	everyone,	and	lets	you	be	you.	This	is	not	the	God	that	we	
encounter	in	the	Bible.	It’s	there	that	we	need	to	turn	to	get	a	true	understanding	of	who	
God	really	is.	
	
WHAT	DO	THE	SCRIPTURES	SAY	ABOUT	GOD?	
	
	
1)	There	is	One	True	and	Living	God	
	
People	worship	many	Gods.	Muslims	worship	Allah,	Hindus	have	numerous	gods,	and	the	
nation	 of	 Israel	 was	 surrounded	 by	 peoples	 that	 were	 all	 polytheists.	 They	 worshipped	
many	gods.	But	God’s	people	are	distinct;	we	worship	the	one	true	and	living	God.	God	has	
revealed	himself	to	us,	and	has	told	us	that	he	alone	rules	and	reigns.	
	
Isaiah	45:5	
I	am	the	LORD,	and	there	is	no	other;	there	is	no	God	but	Me.	
	
Deuteronomy	6:4-9	
[4]	“Hear,	O	Israel:	The	LORD	our	God,	 the	LORD	 is	one.	[5]	You	shall	love	the	LORD	your	
God	with	all	your	heart	and	with	all	your	soul	and	with	all	your	might.	[6]	And	these	words	
that	I	command	you	today	shall	be	on	your	heart.	[7]	You	shall	teach	them	diligently	to	your	
children,	and	shall	talk	of	them	when	you	sit	 in	your	house,	and	when	you	walk	by	the	way,	
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and	when	you	 lie	down,	and	when	you	rise.	 [8]	You	shall	bind	them	as	a	sign	on	your	hand,	
and	they	shall	be	as	frontlets	between	your	eyes.	[9]	You	shall	write	them	on	the	doorposts	of	
your	house	and	on	your	gates.	
	
1	Corinthians	8:4-6	
[4]	 Therefore,	 as	 to	 the	 eating	 of	 food	 offered	 to	 idols,	 we	 know	 that	 “an	 idol	 has	 no	 real	
existence,”	and	that	“there	is	no	God	but	one.”	[5]	For	although	there	may	be	so-called	gods	in	
heaven	or	on	earth—as	indeed	there	are	many	“gods”	and	many	“lords”—[6]	yet	for	us	there	
is	one	God,	the	Father,	from	whom	are	all	things	and	for	whom	we	exist,	and	one	Lord,	
Jesus	Christ,	through	whom	are	all	things	and	through	whom	we	exist.	
	
There	 is	 only	 one	 true	 and	 living	 God.	 He	 revealed	 himself	 to	 Israel,	 and	 he	more	 fully	
revealed	himself	 through	his	Son.	God	alone	rules	and	reigns,	and	 there	 is	no	other.	This	
monotheistic	worldview	is	foreign	and	strange	to	many	today.	
	

• How	should	this	truth	(there	is	only	one	God)	affect	the	way	that	we	interact	with	
those	in	our	culture	today?	What	types	of	things	should	we	speak	about?	

• How	does	this	truth	affect	the	way	I	prioritize	my	time?	Does	this	affect	the	way	we	
think	about	our	possessions,	our	relationships,	our	money,	or	our	time?	

	
	
2)	The	Attributes	of	God	
	

a. God	is	Intelligent	
	
God	is	not	merely	an	intelligent	being.	He	is	that,	and	we	are	made	in	his	image,	so	we	
know	 partially	what	 that	means,	 but	 God	 is	 supremely	 intelligent.	 He	 is	 all-knowing,	
lacking	nothing	in	his	perfect	knowledge.	It	says	further	down	in	the	article	that	God’s	
“perfect	knowledge	extends	to	all	things,	past,	present,	and	future,	including	the	future	
decisions	of	His	free	creatures.”	
	
Job	37:14-16	
[14]	 “Hear	 this,	O	 Job;	 stop	and	consider	 the	wondrous	works	of	God.	 [15]	Do	you	know	
how	God	lays	his	command	upon	them	and	causes	the	lightning	of	his	cloud	to	shine?	[16]	
Do	you	know	the	balancings	of	the	clouds,	the	wondrous	works	of	him	who	is	perfect	in	
knowledge.	

	
b. God	is	Spiritual	

	
“By	spiritual,	we	affirm	that	God	is	a	transcendent	Being	who	is	in	now	way	limited	by	a	
physical	body.”1	We	approach	God	in	spirit	and	in	truth.	
	
John	4:16-26	
[16]	Jesus	said	to	her,	“Go,	call	your	husband,	and	come	here.”	[17]	The	woman	answered	
him,	“I	have	no	husband.”	Jesus	said	to	her,	“You	are	right	in	saying,	‘I	have	no	husband’;	

																																																								
1	Mohler,	R.	Albert,	The	Baptist	Faith	and	Message	(Lifeway	Press,	Nashville,	2007),	23.	
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[18]	for	you	have	had	five	husbands,	and	the	one	you	now	have	is	not	your	husband.	What	
you	have	said	is	true.”	[19]	The	woman	said	to	him,	“Sir,	I	perceive	that	you	are	a	prophet.	
[20]	Our	 fathers	worshiped	on	 this	mountain,	but	you	say	 that	 in	 Jerusalem	 is	 the	place	
where	people	ought	 to	worship.”	 [21]	 Jesus	 said	 to	her,	 “Woman,	believe	me,	 the	hour	 is	
coming	when	neither	on	this	mountain	nor	in	Jerusalem	will	you	worship	the	Father.	[22]	
You	worship	what	you	do	not	know;	we	worship	what	we	know,	for	salvation	is	from	the	
Jews.	[23]	But	the	hour	is	coming,	and	is	now	here,	when	the	true	worshipers	will	worship	
the	Father	in	spirit	and	truth,	 for	the	Father	is	seeking	such	people	to	worship	him.	[24]	
God	is	spirit,	and	those	who	worship	him	must	worship	in	spirit	and	truth.”	[25]	The	
woman	 said	 to	 him,	 “I	 know	 that	Messiah	 is	 coming	 (he	who	 is	 called	Christ).	When	he	
comes,	he	will	tell	us	all	things.”	[26]	Jesus	said	to	her,	“I	who	speak	to	you	am	he.”	
	
c. God	is	Personal	
	
Our	God	is	a	personal	God,	and	we	relate	to	him	in	a	personal	and	real	way.	He	is	not	a	
God	who	winds	up	his	creation	and	no	longer	interacts	with	its	inhabitants,	but	rather	
God	is	intimately	involved	with	the	details.	He	has	revealed	his	person	to	us,	and	we	can	
know	and	relate	to	him.	
	
Psalm	86:1-7	
[1]	Incline	your	ear,	O	LORD,	and	answer	me,	for	I	am	poor	and	needy.	[2]	Preserve	my	life,	
for	I	am	godly;	save	your	servant,	who	trusts	in	you—you	are	my	God.	[3]	Be	gracious	to	
me,	O	Lord,	for	to	you	do	I	cry	all	the	day.	[4]	Gladden	the	soul	of	your	servant,	for	to	you,	O	
Lord,	 do	 I	 lift	 up	 my	 soul.	 [5]	 For	 you,	 O	 Lord,	 are	 good	 and	 forgiving,	 abounding	 in	
steadfast	 love	to	all	who	call	upon	you.	 [6]	Give	ear,	O	LORD,	 to	my	prayer;	 listen	to	my	
plea	for	grace.	[7]	In	the	day	of	my	trouble	I	call	upon	you,	for	you	answer	me.	
	
Matthew	7:7-11	
[7]	“Ask,	and	it	will	be	given	to	you;	seek,	and	you	will	find;	knock,	and	it	will	be	opened	to	
you.	[8]	For	everyone	who	asks	receives,	and	the	one	who	seeks	finds,	and	to	the	one	who	
knocks	 it	will	be	opened.	[9]	Or	which	one	of	you,	 if	his	son	asks	him	for	bread,	will	give	
him	a	stone?	[10]	Or	if	he	asks	for	a	fish,	will	give	him	a	serpent?	[11]	If	you	then,	who	are	
evil,	know	how	to	give	good	gifts	to	your	children,	how	much	more	will	your	Father	who	
is	in	heaven	give	good	things	to	those	who	ask	him!	
	
d. God	is	Self-Existent,	Self-Sufficient,	and	Eternal	

	
God	does	not	need	anything	to	exist.	He	has	always	existed	from	eternity	past,	and	he	
will	 never	 not	 exist.	He	 is	 not	 reliant	 upon	 anything;	 rather,	 everything	 that	 exists	 is	
reliant	upon	him.	God	is	self-existent,	self-sufficient,	and	eternal.	
	
Genesis	1:1	
[1]	In	the	beginning,	God	created	the	heavens	and	the	earth.	
	
Isaiah	57:15	
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[15]	For	thus	says	the	One	who	is	high	and	lifted	up,	who	inhabits	eternity,	whose	
name	is	Holy:	“I	dwell	in	the	high	and	holy	place,	and	also	with	him	who	is	of	a	contrite	
and	lowly	spirit,	to	revive	the	spirit	of	the	lowly,	and	to	revive	the	heart	of	the	contrite.	
	
Exodus	3:13-15	
[13]	Then	Moses	said	to	God,	“If	I	come	to	the	people	of	Israel	and	say	to	them,	‘The	God	of	
your	fathers	has	sent	me	to	you,’	and	they	ask	me,	‘What	is	his	name?’	what	shall	I	say	to	
them?”	[14]	God	said	to	Moses,	“I	AM	WHO	I	AM.”	And	he	said,	“Say	this	to	the	people	of	
Israel:	 ‘I	AM	has	sent	me	to	you.’”	 [15]	God	also	said	to	Moses,	 “Say	this	 to	the	people	of	
Israel:	‘The	LORD,	the	God	of	your	fathers,	the	God	of	Abraham,	the	God	of	Isaac,	and	the	
God	 of	 Jacob,	 has	 sent	 me	 to	 you.’	 This	 is	 my	 name	 forever,	 and	 thus	 I	 am	 to	 be	
remembered	throughout	all	generations.	

	
e. God	is	Glorious	
	
God	 is	 glorious,	 and	 he	 glorifies	 himself	 through	 his	 creation.	 (That	 is,	 his	 creation	
reflects	his	own	glory.)	
	
Psalm	19:1-3	
[1]	The	heavens	declare	the	glory	of	God,	and	the	sky	above	proclaims	his	handiwork.	
[2]	Day	 to	 day	 pours	 out	 speech,	 and	 night	 to	 night	 reveals	 knowledge.	 [3]	 There	 is	 no	
speech,	nor	are	there	words,	whose	voice	is	not	heard.	
	
Psalm	96:3	
Declare	His	glory	among	the	nations,	His	wonderful	works	among	all	peoples.	
	
Romans	11:36	
From	Him	and	through	Him	and	to	Him	are	all	things.	To	Him	be	glory	forever.	
	
1	Timothy	1:17	
[17]	 To	 the	 King	 of	 the	 ages,	 immortal,	 invisible,	 the	 only	 God,	 be	 honor	 and	 glory	
forever	and	ever.	Amen.	
	
John	17:1-8	
[1]	When	Jesus	had	spoken	these	words,	he	lifted	up	his	eyes	to	heaven,	and	said,	“Father,	
the	hour	has	come;	glorify	your	Son	that	the	Son	may	glorify	you,	[2]	since	you	have	given	
him	authority	over	all	flesh,	to	give	eternal	life	to	all	whom	you	have	given	him.	[3]	And	
this	is	eternal	life,	that	they	know	you,	the	only	true	God,	and	Jesus	Christ	whom	you	
have	sent.	[4]	I	glorified	you	on	earth,	having	accomplished	the	work	that	you	gave	me	to	
do.	[5]	And	now,	Father,	glorify	me	in	your	own	presence	with	the	glory	that	I	had	
with	you	before	the	world	existed.	
	 [6]	“I	have	manifested	your	name	to	the	people	whom	you	gave	me	out	of	the	world.	
Yours	they	were,	and	you	gave	them	to	me,	and	they	have	kept	your	word.	[7]	Now	they	
know	that	everything	that	you	have	given	me	is	 from	you.	[8]	For	I	have	given	them	the	
words	that	you	gave	me,	and	they	have	received	them	and	have	come	to	know	in	truth	that	
I	came	from	you;	and	they	have	believed	that	you	sent	me.	
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f. God	is	Unchanging	
	

God	was,	is,	and	always	will	be	perfect	in	all	his	ways.	As	such,	he	is	unchanging.	There	
is	never	a	need	for	him	to	change;	he	has	existed	for	all	time	as	holy,	perfect,	righteous,	
and	pure.	He	has	not	and	will	not	change.	
	
1	Samuel	15:27-31	
[27]	As	Samuel	turned	to	go	away,	Saul	seized	the	skirt	of	his	robe,	and	it	tore.	[28]	And	
Samuel	said	to	him,	“The	LORD	has	torn	the	kingdom	of	Israel	from	you	this	day	and	has	
given	it	to	a	neighbor	of	yours,	who	is	better	than	you.	[29]	And	also	the	Glory	of	Israel	
will	not	lie	or	have	regret,	for	he	is	not	a	man,	that	he	should	have	regret.”	[30]	Then	
he	said,	“I	have	sinned;	yet	honor	me	now	before	the	elders	of	my	people	and	before	Israel,	
and	return	with	me,	 that	 I	may	bow	before	 the	LORD	your	God.”	 [31]	So	Samuel	 turned	
back	after	Saul,	and	Saul	bowed	before	the	LORD.	
	
Malachi	3:6-7	
[6]	“For	I	the	LORD	do	not	change;	therefore	you,	O	children	of	Jacob,	are	not	consumed.	
[7]	From	the	days	of	your	 fathers	you	have	 turned	aside	 from	my	statutes	and	have	not	
kept	them.	Return	to	me,	and	I	will	return	to	you,	says	the	LORD	of	hosts.	But	you	say,	‘How	
shall	we	return?’	
	
Even	as	God	does	not	change,	his	interactions	with	humans	do	depend	on	their	posture	
towards	him.	Humans	are	 called	 to	 change,	 to	 repent	and	 turn	 toward	him.	God	does	
not	change.	Rather,	he	relents	judgment	when	humans	change.	
	
g. God	is	Sovereign	

	
God	not	only	rules	and	reigns	over	all	things,	but	all	that	he	decrees	will	come	to	pass.	
He	is	not	sitting	on	a	throne,	hoping	that	his	subjects	obey	his	decrees.	No,	the	Lord	is	
decisive	over	all	that	we	experience	in	our	world.	His	perfect	and	secret	will	is	perfectly	
executed	by	his	sovereign	hand.	Even	as	God	is	not	the	author	of	sin,	he	is	the	perfect	
sovereign	Lord	over	all	things.	
	
Psalm	135:5-6	
[5]	For	I	know	that	the	LORD	is	great,	and	that	our	Lord	is	above	all	gods.	[6]	Whatever	
the	LORD	pleases,	he	does,	in	heaven	and	on	earth,	in	the	seas	and	all	deeps.	
	
Isaiah	46:8-10	
[8]	“Remember	this	and	stand	firm,	recall	it	to	mind,	you	transgressors,	[9]	remember	the	
former	things	of	old;	for	I	am	God,	and	there	is	no	other;	I	am	God,	and	there	is	none	like	
me,	[10]	declaring	the	end	from	the	beginning	and	from	ancient	times	things	not	yet	done,	
saying,	‘My	counsel	shall	stand,	and	I	will	accomplish	all	my	purpose,’	
	
Job	42:1-6	
[1]	Then	Job	answered	the	LORD	and	said:	[2]	“I	know	that	you	can	do	all	things,	and	that	
no	 purpose	 of	 yours	 can	 be	 thwarted.	 [3]	 ‘Who	 is	 this	 that	 hides	 counsel	 without	
knowledge?’	Therefore	I	have	uttered	what	I	did	not	understand,	things	too	wonderful	for	
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me,	which	I	did	not	know.	[4]	‘Hear,	and	I	will	speak;	I	will	question	you,	and	you	make	it	
known	to	me.’	[5]	I	had	heard	of	you	by	the	hearing	of	the	ear,	but	now	my	eye	sees	you;	
[6]	therefore	I	despise	myself,	and	repent	in	dust	and	ashes.”	
	
h. God	is	Holy	

	
God	is	holy.	He	is	pure,	perfect,	righteous,	and	completely	other	than	us.	Everything	he	
does,	says,	and	is	has	always	been	and	will	forever	be	perfect.	He	is	completely	without	
sin,	spotless	and	pure.	
	
Leviticus	19:1-2	
[1]	And	the	LORD	spoke	to	Moses,	saying,	[2]	“Speak	to	all	the	congregation	of	the	people	of	
Israel	and	say	to	them,	You	shall	be	holy,	for	I	the	LORD	your	God	am	holy.”	
	
Leviticus	22:2	
[1]	And	 the	LORD	spoke	 to	Moses,	 saying,	 [2]	 “Speak	 to	Aaron	and	his	 sons	 so	 that	 they	
abstain	 from	 the	holy	 things	of	 the	people	of	 Israel,	which	 they	dedicate	 to	me,	 so	 that	
they	do	not	profane	my	holy	name:	I	am	the	LORD	
	

• What	 other	 attributes	 of	 God	 could	 we	 have	 put	 in	 this	 list?	What	 scriptures	
would	support	those	attributes?	

• Which	of	the	attributes	listed	is	most	precious	to	you?	Why?	
	
	
3)	The	Actions	of	God	
	
God	 is	 intelligent,	 spiritual,	 personal,	 self-existent,	 self-sufficient,	 eternal,	 glorious,	 and	
unchanging,	and	he	has	displayed	 these	character	 traits	 (and	more)	 to	us	 in	a	number	of	
ways.	
	

a. God	is	our	Creator	
	

God	 is	 responsible	 for	 creating	 all	 things.	 He	 did	 not	 just	 create	 something,	 but	 he	
created	 it	 out	 of	 nothing.	 He	 spoke,	 and	 things	 came	 into	 existence	 ex	 nihilo.	We,	 as	
beings	created	in	the	image	of	God,	know	something	of	what	it	is	like	to	be	creative.	We	
are	 often	 fulfilled	 in	 our	 work	 when	 we	 create	 something.	 However,	 we	 create	
something	from	other	things	already	in	existence.	God’s	creativity	and	his	power	were	
on	display	when	he	created	all	things	from	nothing.	
	
Genesis	1:1	
[1]	In	the	beginning,	God	created	the	heavens	and	the	earth.	
	
Genesis	2:5-7	
[5]	When	no	bush	of	the	field	was	yet	 in	the	land	and	no	small	plant	of	the	field	had	yet	
sprung	up—for	the	LORD	God	had	not	caused	it	to	rain	on	the	land,	and	there	was	no	man	
to	work	 the	 ground,	 [6]	 and	 a	mist	was	 going	 up	 from	 the	 land	 and	was	watering	 the	
whole	 face	 of	 the	 ground—[7]	 then	 the	 LORD	 God	 formed	 the	 man	 of	 dust	 from	 the	



	 7	

ground	 and	 breathed	 into	 his	 nostrils	 the	 breath	 of	 life,	 and	 the	 man	 became	 a	 living	
creature.	
	
Deuteronomy	32:4-6	
[4]	 “The	Rock,	 his	work	 is	 perfect,	 for	all	 his	ways	are	 justice.	A	God	of	 faithfulness	and	
without	iniquity,	just	and	upright	is	he.	[5]	They	have	dealt	corruptly	with	him;	they	are	no	
longer	 his	 children	 because	 they	 are	 blemished;	 they	 are	 a	 crooked	 and	 twisted	
generation.	[6]	Do	you	thus	repay	the	LORD,	you	foolish	and	senseless	people?	Is	not	he	
your	father,	who	created	you,	who	made	you	and	established	you?	
	
Isaiah	64:8	
[8]	But	now,	O	LORD,	you	are	our	Father;	we	are	the	clay,	and	you	are	our	potter;	we	
are	all	the	work	of	your	hand.	

	
b. God	is	our	Redeemer	
	
Because	we	as	his	creation	rebelled	against	him,	we	are	in	need	of	a	savior,	a	redeemer.	
God’s	people	needed	a	redeemer,	a	savior	when	they	were	in	bondage	in	Egypt,	and	God	
delivered,	showing	himself	faithful	as	he	rescued	them	from	Pharaoh.	Likewise,	we	are	
enslaved	 to	 sin	 and	 we	 need	 a	 redeemer,	 a	 savior	 to	 rescue	 us	 from	 his	 holy	 and	
righteous	wrath.	
	
Exodus	6:1-5	
[1]	But	the	LORD	said	to	Moses,	“Now	you	shall	see	what	I	will	do	to	Pharaoh;	for	with	a	
strong	hand	he	will	send	them	out,	and	with	a	strong	hand	he	will	drive	them	out	of	his	
land.”	
	 [2]	God	spoke	to	Moses	and	said	to	him,	“I	am	the	LORD.	[3]	I	appeared	to	Abraham,	
to	 Isaac,	 and	 to	 Jacob,	 as	 God	 Almighty,	but	 by	 my	 name	 the	 LORD	 I	 did	 not	 make	
myself	 known	 to	 them.	 [4]	 I	also	established	my	covenant	with	 them	 to	give	 them	 the	
land	of	Canaan,	the	land	in	which	they	lived	as	sojourners.	[5]	Moreover,	I	have	heard	the	
groaning	 of	 the	 people	 of	 Israel	 whom	 the	 Egyptians	 hold	 as	 slaves,	 and	 I	 have	
remembered	my	covenant.	
	
Exodus	20:1-6	
[1]	And	God	spoke	all	these	words,	saying,	[2]	“I	am	the	LORD	your	God,	who	brought	you	
out	of	the	land	of	Egypt,	out	of	the	house	of	slavery.	[3]	“You	shall	have	no	other	gods	
before	 me.	 [4]	 “You	 shall	 not	 make	 for	 yourself	 a	 carved	 image,	 or	 any	 likeness	 of	
anything	that	 is	 in	heaven	above,	or	 that	 is	 in	the	earth	beneath,	or	 that	 is	 in	the	water	
under	the	earth.	[5]	You	shall	not	bow	down	to	them	or	serve	them,	for	I	the	LORD	your	
God	am	a	jealous	God,	visiting	the	iniquity	of	the	fathers	on	the	children	to	the	third	and	
the	 fourth	 generation	 of	 those	 who	 hate	 me,	 [6]	 but	 showing	 steadfast	 love	 to	
thousands	of	those	who	love	me	and	keep	my	commandments.	
	
Isaiah	43:1-15	
[1]	 But	 now	 thus	 says	 the	 LORD,	he	 who	 created	 you,	 O	 Jacob,	 he	who	 formed	 you,	 O	
Israel:	 “Fear	not,	 for	 I	have	redeemed	you;	 I	have	called	you	by	name,	you	are	mine.	 [2]	
When	you	pass	through	the	waters,	I	will	be	with	you;	and	through	the	rivers,	they	shall	
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not	overwhelm	you;	when	you	walk	 through	 fire	you	shall	not	be	burned,	and	 the	 flame	
shall	not	consume	you.	[3]	For	I	am	the	LORD	your	God,	 the	Holy	One	of	 Israel,	your	
Savior.	I	give	Egypt	as	your	ransom,	Cush	and	Seba	in	exchange	for	you.	[4]	Because	you	
are	precious	in	my	eyes,	and	honored,	and	I	love	you,	I	give	men	in	return	for	you,	peoples	
in	exchange	for	your	life.	[5]	Fear	not,	for	I	am	with	you;	I	will	bring	your	offspring	from	
the	east,	and	from	the	west	I	will	gather	you.	[6]	I	will	say	to	the	north,	Give	up,	and	to	the	
south,	Do	not	withhold;	bring	my	 sons	 from	afar	and	my	daughters	 from	 the	end	of	 the	
earth,	 [7]	 everyone	 who	 is	 called	 by	 my	 name,	 whom	 I	 created	 for	 my	 glory,	 whom	 I	
formed	and	made.”	
[8]	Bring	out	the	people	who	are	blind,	yet	have	eyes,	who	are	deaf,	yet	have	ears!	[9]	All	
the	nations	gather	together,	and	the	peoples	assemble.	Who	among	them	can	declare	this,	
and	show	us	the	former	things?	Let	them	bring	their	witnesses	to	prove	them	right,	and	let	
them	hear	 and	 say,	 It	 is	 true.	 [10]	 “You	are	my	witnesses,”	 declares	 the	 LORD,	 “and	my	
servant	whom	I	have	chosen,	that	you	may	know	and	believe	me	and	understand	that	I	am	
he.	Before	me	no	god	was	formed,	nor	shall	there	be	any	after	me.	[11]	I,	I	am	the	LORD,	
and	 besides	 me	 there	 is	 no	 savior.	 [12]	 I	 declared	 and	 saved	 and	 proclaimed,	 when	
there	was	no	strange	god	among	you;	and	you	are	my	witnesses,”	declares	the	LORD,	“and	
I	 am	God.	 [13]	Also	henceforth	 I	 am	he;	 there	 is	 none	who	 can	deliver	 from	my	hand;	 I	
work,	and	who	can	turn	it	back?”	
[14]	Thus	says	the	LORD,	your	Redeemer,	the	Holy	One	of	Israel:	“For	your	sake	I	send	to	
Babylon	and	bring	them	all	down	as	 fugitives,	even	the	Chaldeans,	 in	 the	ships	 in	which	
they	rejoice.	[15]	I	am	the	LORD,	your	Holy	One,	the	Creator	of	Israel,	your	King.”	
	
c. God	is	our	Preserver	

	
God	not	only	saves	and	redeems	us,	but	he	preserves	us.	He	upholds	his	creation	by	his	
great	power,	and	he	keeps	those	who	he	calls	to	himself.	We	are	told	not	to	fear,	but	to	
serve	God	with	boldness	because	he	is	the	one	who	preserves	and	protects	his	creation.	
	
Matthew	10:26-33	
[26]	“So	have	no	fear	of	them,	for	nothing	is	covered	that	will	not	be	revealed,	or	hidden	
that	will	not	be	known.	[27]	What	I	tell	you	in	the	dark,	say	in	the	light,	and	what	you	hear	
whispered,	proclaim	on	 the	housetops.	 [28]	And	do	not	 fear	 those	who	kill	 the	body	but	
cannot	kill	the	soul.	Rather	fear	him	who	can	destroy	both	soul	and	body	in	hell.	[29]	Are	
not	two	sparrows	sold	for	a	penny?	And	not	one	of	them	will	fall	to	the	ground	apart	
from	your	Father.	[30]	But	even	the	hairs	of	your	head	are	all	numbered.	[31]	Fear	not,	
therefore;	you	are	of	more	value	than	many	sparrows.	[32]	So	everyone	who	acknowledges	
me	 before	 men,	 I	 also	 will	 acknowledge	 before	 my	 Father	 who	 is	 in	 heaven,	 [33]	 but	
whoever	denies	me	before	men,	I	also	will	deny	before	my	Father	who	is	in	heaven.	

	
d. God	is	our	Ruler	
	
God	rules	and	reigns	over	all	things.	This	is	his	creation,	and	we	are	subservient	to	him.	
He	is	the	king,	and	even	as	some	do	not	acknowledge	his	reign,	that	in	no	way	lessons	
the	reality	that	he	is	over	everything	that	happens	in	our	world.	Because	this	is	true,	we	
owe	him	everything.	As	 the	article	 says,	 “To	Him	we	owe	 the	highest	 love,	 reverence,	
and	obedience.”	
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1	Chronicles	29:10-13	
[10]	Therefore	David	blessed	the	LORD	in	the	presence	of	all	the	assembly.	And	David	said:	
“Blessed	are	you,	O	LORD,	the	God	of	Israel	our	father,	forever	and	ever.	[11]	Yours,	O	
LORD,	is	the	greatness	and	the	power	and	the	glory	and	the	victory	and	the	majesty,	for	all	
that	is	in	the	heavens	and	in	the	earth	is	yours.	Yours	is	the	kingdom,	O	LORD,	and	you	are	
exalted	as	head	above	all.	[12]	Both	riches	and	honor	come	from	you,	and	you	rule	over	all.	
In	 your	 hand	 are	 power	 and	 might,	 and	 in	 your	 hand	 it	 is	 to	 make	 great	 and	 to	 give	
strength	to	all.	[13]	And	now	we	thank	you,	our	God,	and	praise	your	glorious	name.	
	
Exodus	15:11	
[11]	 “Who	 is	 like	 you,	 O	 LORD,	 among	 the	 gods?	Who	 is	 like	 you,	 majestic	 in	 holiness,	
awesome	in	glorious	deeds,	doing	wonders?	
	
Jeremiah	10:6-10	
[6]	There	is	none	like	you,	O	LORD;	you	are	great,	and	your	name	is	great	in	might.	
[7]	Who	would	not	fear	you,	O	King	of	the	nations?	For	this	is	your	due;	for	among	all	the	
wise	ones	of	the	nations	and	in	all	their	kingdoms	there	is	none	like	you.	[8]	They	are	both	
stupid	and	foolish;	the	 instruction	of	 idols	 is	but	wood!	[9]	Beaten	silver	 is	brought	from	
Tarshish,	and	gold	from	Uphaz.	They	are	the	work	of	the	craftsman	and	of	the	hands	of	the	
goldsmith;	their	clothing	is	violet	and	purple;	they	are	all	the	work	of	skilled	men.	[10]	But	
the	LORD	is	the	true	God;	he	is	the	living	God	and	the	everlasting	King.	At	his	wrath	
the	earth	quakes,	and	the	nations	cannot	endure	his	indignation.	
	
Matthew	6:7-13	
[7]	“And	when	you	pray,	do	not	heap	up	empty	phrases	as	the	Gentiles	do,	for	they	think	
that	 they	will	 be	 heard	 for	 their	many	words.	 [8]	 Do	 not	 be	 like	 them,	 for	 your	 Father	
knows	what	you	need	before	you	ask	him.	[9]	Pray	then	like	this:	
“Our	Father	in	heaven,	hallowed	be	your	name.	[10]	Your	kingdom	come,	your	will	
be	 done,	 on	 earth	 as	 it	 is	 in	 heaven.	 [11]	 Give	 us	 this	 day	 our	 daily	 bread,	 [12]	 and	
forgive	 us	 our	 debts,	 as	 we	 also	 have	 forgiven	 our	 debtors.	 [13]	 And	 lead	 us	 not	 into	
temptation,	but	deliver	us	from	evil.	
	

• Because	God	is	our	Creator,	Redeemer,	Preserver,	and	Ruler,	what	should	be	our	
response	to	him?	What	are	practical	ways	we	can	show	this	posture?	

• Is	it	hard	for	you	to	believe	any	of	these	at	times?	
	
	
4)	The	Triune	Nature	of	God	
	
Among	monotheists,	a	distinctive	characteristic	of	Christians	is	our	belief	 in	a	triune	God.	
That	is,	we	believe	that	there	is	one	God,	and	he	exists	in	three	persons	–	Father,	Son,	and	
Spirit.	We	believe	that	they	are	equal	and	the	same	in	“nature,	essence,	and	being,”	but	they	
have	 “distinct	 personal	 attributes.”	Within	 the	 perfect	 trinity,	 there	 exists	 roles	 that	 are	
distinct	for	the	Father,	the	Son,	and	the	Spirit.	Even	as	this	is	impossible	for	our	finite	minds	
to	 fully	 comprehend	and	we	cannot	give	a	 comprehensive	explanation	on	how	all	 of	 this	
works,	nevertheless	we	believe	it	because	we	see	this	in	the	pages	of	scripture.	
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Deuteronomy	6:4	
[4]	“Hear,	O	Israel:	The	LORD	our	God,	the	LORD	is	one.	
	
Matthew	28:18-20	
[18]	And	Jesus	came	and	said	to	them,	“All	authority	in	heaven	and	on	earth	has	been	given	to	
me.	[19]	Go	therefore	and	make	disciples	of	all	nations,	baptizing	them	in	the	name	of	the	
Father	and	of	the	Son	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	[20]	teaching	them	to	observe	all	that	I	have	
commanded	you.	And	behold,	I	am	with	you	always,	to	the	end	of	the	age.”	
	
Mark	1:9-11	
[9]	In	those	days	Jesus	came	from	Nazareth	of	Galilee	and	was	baptized	by	John	in	the	Jordan.	
[10]	And	when	he	came	up	out	of	the	water,	immediately	he	saw	the	heavens	being	torn	open	
and	the	Spirit	descending	on	him	like	a	dove.	[11]	And	a	voice	came	from	heaven,	“You	are	
my	beloved	Son;	with	you	I	am	well	pleased.”	
	
John	5:25-29	
[25]	“Truly,	truly,	I	say	to	you,	an	hour	is	coming,	and	is	now	here,	when	the	dead	will	hear	the	
voice	 of	 the	 Son	 of	 God,	 and	 those	who	 hear	will	 live.	 [26]	For	 as	 the	 Father	 has	 life	 in	
himself,	so	he	has	granted	the	Son	also	to	have	life	in	himself.	[27]	And	he	has	given	him	
authority	to	execute	judgment,	because	he	is	the	Son	of	Man.	[28]	Do	not	marvel	at	this,	for	an	
hour	is	coming	when	all	who	are	in	the	tombs	will	hear	his	voice	[29]	and	come	out,	those	who	
have	done	good	to	the	resurrection	of	life,	and	those	who	have	done	evil	to	the	resurrection	of	
judgment.	
	
John	14:6-13	
[6]	 Jesus	said	to	him,	“I	am	the	way,	and	the	truth,	and	the	 life.	No	one	comes	to	the	Father	
except	 through	me.	 [7]	 If	 you	 had	 known	me,	 you	would	 have	 known	my	 Father	 also.	
From	now	on	you	do	know	him	and	have	seen	him.”	
	 [8]	Philip	said	to	him,	“Lord,	show	us	the	Father,	and	it	is	enough	for	us.”	[9]	Jesus	said	
to	him,	“Have	I	been	with	you	so	long,	and	you	still	do	not	know	me,	Philip?	Whoever	has	seen	
me	has	seen	the	Father.	How	can	you	say,	‘Show	us	the	Father’?	[10]	Do	you	not	believe	that	
I	am	in	the	Father	and	the	Father	is	in	me?	The	words	that	I	say	to	you	I	do	not	speak	on	
my	own	authority,	but	the	Father	who	dwells	in	me	does	his	works.	[11]	Believe	me	that	I	
am	in	the	Father	and	the	Father	is	in	me,	or	else	believe	on	account	of	the	works	themselves.	
	 [12]	“Truly,	truly,	I	say	to	you,	whoever	believes	in	me	will	also	do	the	works	that	I	do;	
and	greater	works	than	these	will	he	do,	because	I	am	going	to	the	Father.	[13]	Whatever	you	
ask	in	my	name,	this	I	will	do,	that	the	Father	may	be	glorified	in	the	Son.	[14]	If	you	ask	me	
anything	in	my	name,	I	will	do	it.	
	
Colossians	1:15	
[15]	He	[Jesus]	is	the	image	of	the	invisible	God,	the	firstborn	of	all	creation.	[16]	For	by	him	
all	 things	 were	 created,	 in	 heaven	 and	 on	 earth,	 visible	 and	 invisible,	 whether	 thrones	 or	
dominions	or	rulers	or	authorities—all	things	were	created	through	him	and	for	him.	
	
2	Corinthians	13:13	
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The	grace	of	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ	and	the	love	of	God	and	the	fellowship	of	the	Holy	Spirit	
be	with	you	all.	
	

• What	are	some	ways	you’ve	heard	 the	 trinity	explained?	What	analogies	have	you	
heard	used	to	unpack	this	truth?	

	
	
HOW	SHOULD	I	RESPOND?	
	
God	has	revealed	himself	 to	us	 in	his	word,	and	we	can	see	what	he	 is	 like.	He	 is	the	one	
true	God.	He	is	an	intelligent,	spiritual,	and	personal	Being	that	we	can	know.	We	have	seen	
his	work	as	Creator,	Redeemer,	Preserver,	and	Ruler	over	all	things.	He	is	perfectly	holy,	all	
powerful,	and	all	knowing.	We	owe	everything	to	this	triune	God.	
	
A)	What	difference	does	 this	make	 in	my	 life?	How	should	my	 life	 look	because	of	 these	
truths?	
	
B)	What	changes	do	I	need	to	make	because	of	these	truths?	
	
C)	How	can	I	share	these	truths	with	family,	friends,	or	neighbors?	
	
	
HOMEWORK	
	
For	next	week,	read	Article	2A	and	2B	and	all	of	the	associated	scriptures	with	this	article.	


