
 

pray for the glory of God 
 
God himself is the beginning and end of all that we do as his 
people.  Therefore as with every other ministry, as with every 
other aspect of our lives, we should desire to see God made 
much of; that is, to see his name glorified.  Pray that God is 
exalted as the great and glorious God that he is as Creator and 
Savior.  Pray that all of the workers and teachers would be 
striving to bring glory to God’s name.  Pray for a lack of egos, 
pride, and selfishness.  Pray that, like John the Baptist, all 
involved would say, ‘He must increase, but I must decrease.’    
Pray that all of the ministry that takes place – that everything 
that is done and said – will bring glory to God.   
 
 “For from him and through him and to him are all things. To 
him be glory forever. Amen.” (Rom 11:36). 
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Jesus said, “Let the little 
children come to me and do not 
hinder them, for to such belongs 

the kingdom of heaven.” 
Matthew 19:1 
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pray for the leadership & workers 
 

Key to the success of VBS is its leadership.  They provide an 
example of the right attitude and set the pace for the rest of the 
church.  Pray that they continue to have a God-given passion for 
this event, desiring to see children and families come to know 
Christ and have hope in God.  Pray that they have wisdom in 
administrating the various details involved in the final planning.  
Pray that they would feel the support of the church in all their 
efforts to provide leadership for this unique ministry event.  
 

“For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as 
Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake” (2 Cor 4:5) 
 
 

pray for a love for the city 
 
This is a prayer for the workers as well as the entire church.  It’s 
too easy to be involved with VBS (or any other ministry) and see 
it just as something to be done.  Instead, we should remember 
that what we do is done out of love for the lost; a love that is a 
reflection of Christ’s love for sinners.  Pray that we as a church 
are consumed with love for our city.  Pray that we are driven in 
all that we do by a God-given love for those separated from 
God’s grace by sin.  Pray that because of our love for the city we 
will easily sacrifice things like comfort, time, and money to see 
the city impacted by the gospel. 
 

“If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not 
love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  And if I have 
prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, 
but have not love, I am nothing.  If I give away all I have, and if 
I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain 
nothing.  Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; 
it is not arrogant or rude.  It does not insist on its own way; it is 
not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but 
rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things.  Love never ends.”  
(1 Cor 13:1-8) 

 

pray for the gospel 
 

The great desire for our VBS is to see the gospel made known. 
Pray that God would be working in the lives of all the workers 
and in the minds and hearts of the children and their parents so 
that the gospel might be clearly presented and God would bring 
in a great harvest of souls.  Pray that the teaching would be 
clear and gospel-centered.  Pray that the teaching would be 
presented with the right motives – not the building up of the 
teacher, but the lifting up of Christ.  Pray that the teaching time 
would not be hindered by distractions that would detract from 
the message.  Pray that the teaching would be blessed by the 
Holy Spirit so that it might be presented with power.  
 

“God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are 
the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, 
the hope of glory. Him we proclaim, warning everyone and 
teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present 
everyone mature in Christ. For this I toil, struggling with all his 
energy that he powerfully works within me.”   (Col 1:27-29) 
 
 

pray for the kids & families 
 

VBS is about more than kids; it’s about ministering to entire 
families.  We earn the respect of the parents when we show love 
to their kids. Pray that God will be at work in the children’s 
lives, preparing them to hear the gospel.  Pray that the story of 
Creation and Biblical history will capture their imaginations and 
draw them into the gospel message.  Pray that God will open 
their hearts to put faith in Christ for salvation.  Pray that our 
evident love for their children will open doors for parents to 
hear the gospel.  
 

 “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, 
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles 
himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
 Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, but 
whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to 
sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone 
fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the 
sea.” (Matt 18:1-6) 


