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Week 5  Axioms 11-12 
 
 
Axiom 11 – Commitment to Gospel-Centered Cooperation 
 
Philippians 2:1-5 
 

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any 
affection and sympathy, [2] complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being 
in full accord and of one mind. [3] Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others 
more significant than yourselves. [4] Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others. [5] Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 
 
  

Philippians 4:2-9 
 

I entreat Euodia and I entreat Syntyche to agree in the Lord. [3] Yes, I ask you also, true com-
panion, help these women, who have labored side by side with me in the gospel together with 
Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life. [4] Rejoice in the Lord 
always; again I will say, Rejoice. [5] Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at 
hand; [6] do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. [7] And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. [8] Finally, brothers, whatever is 
true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 
things. [9] What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and 
the God of peace will be with you. 
 
 
1. Why are methods non-essential to unity?   
 
 
2. Are there any methodological issues that are related to unity (i.e., are there any deal-breakers)?  

 
 

3. What will bring unity to our convention churches (or churches outside our convention that we 
might work with)?  



 
4. How should the passages above from Philippians be applied to this area of unity within churches 

and between churches?    
 
 
 

Axiom 12 – Commitment to Humility and Repentance  
 
Galatians 5:22-26 
 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
[23] gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. [24] And those who belong to Christ 
Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.  [25] If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk 
by the Spirit. [26] Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another. 
 
James 4:1-10 
 

What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war 
within you?  [2] You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight 
and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. [3] You ask and do not receive, because you ask 
wrongly, to spend it on your passions. [4] You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship 
with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes 
himself an enemy of God. [5] Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns 
jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? [6] But he gives more grace. Therefore it 
says, “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” [7] Submit yourselves therefore to God. 
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. [8] Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse 
your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. [9] Be wretched and mourn and 
weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. [10] Humble yourselves before 
the Lord, and he will exalt you. 

 
 

5. Why is it so easy to be prideful when it comes to ministry? 
 

 
6. Why will sins like pride, arrogance, and hatred wreck a ministry?    

 
 

7. How do the sins Akin identifies lend to disunity and fighting, rather than unity and cooperation? 
 
 

8. According to James, what is the cause of fighting amongst God’s people?  What can we do to help 
end it?  

 

 
 


