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Study and Discussion Guide 
 
 
 
 

Week 1  Axioms 1-2 
 
 
Introduction  
 
Matthew 28:18-20 
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.”  
 
1. How does the “main thing” of Great Commission relate to other ministries and emphases in the 

church?  
 
 
2. How does the Great Commission reflect Jesus’ own mission in this world?   What does that say 

about our involvement in his Commission? 
 
 

3. Does the fact that the SBC is a denomination in decline bother you?  Why or why not? 
 

 
 
Axiom 1 – Commitment to the Lordship of Jesus Christ 
 
Colossians 1:15-20 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things were created, 
in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—
all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the 
dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making 
peace by the blood of his cross. 
 

 



Colossians 3:16-17 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, 
singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And 
whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through him. 
 
 
4. Why does a Great Commission Resurgence begin with the Lordship of Christ?    

 
 

5. How does his Lordship relate to the Great Commission itself? 
 
 

6. What practical steps can you take to make Christ’s Lordship over your life more evident? 
 
 

7. What would a local church look like if they actively sought to live under Christ’s Lordship together 
as a body of believers? 

 
 
 

Axiom 2 – Commitment to Gospel-Centeredness  
 

Romans 1:16 
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, 
to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:1-5 
Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you 
stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you 
believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for 
our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17-21 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has 
come. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.  
 

 
8. What is the message of the gospel? 
 



 
9. Why should this message be at the heart of our lives and ministries?  

 
 

10. How is the gospel a message vital for Christians and non-Christians alike? 
 
 

11. How can the gospel free us from a works-based faith and lifestyle? 
 
 

12. How does the gospel free us from our idols (Remember an idol is, more or less, a functional god – 
something that provides ‘salvation’ from bad circumstances.  For example, we lie to be saved 
from embarrassment; we overeat to be saved from depression; etc).  

 
 

13. What can we do make sure that people are offended by message of the gospel, not non-essential 
things in how we live or practice Christianity?  

 
 
14. Think about this last question (#13) in relation to our church body?  What could be changed that 

would not compromise our message about Christ, but reduce barriers so that more people could 
hear the message?  (Note: methodologies are not neutral.  They can affect the message).  

 
 
 


